
Review of the Somerville 
Museum’s FY15 Request to the 
CPA Committee for Preservation 
of the Historic Building and 
Collections Through 
Environmental Improvements 
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The Somerville  
 Just kidding…. 



The Somerville  
 Just kidding….a little… 



The Great Museums 
 
are alive  
 



The Great Museums 
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The Somerville Collection  
 

 

All has a Somerville connection 



The Somerville Collection  
 

The flying double staircase at the Somerville Museum created by 
Charles Bulfinch (middle left) in 1792 for Joseph Barrell (upper 
left), a wealthy merchant in Boston. Bulfinch was the architect of 
his Federalist mansion (print image left), located in Cobble Hill. 



The Somerville Collection  
 

32 paintings  

1838 Marine painting of Boston Harbor 
Mary Sawyer Tyler  
-the Mary  depicted in the poem 
Mary Had A Little Lamb by  
Sarah Josepha Hale/John Roulstone in 1830 



The Somerville Collection  
 

35 textiles 

Victorian Hair and Beadwork Ornament 

A late 18th c. Needlepoint 



The Somerville Collection  
 

62 pieces of furniture 
The Stone Family (for whom 
Stone Avenue was named) 
had this elegant suite 
made from a grand pecan tree 
situated in front of their 
homestead.  The tree was hit by 
lightening and died. The suite 
created from this tree consists of a 
large round table with extensions, 
a sideboard,two armchairs, five 
side chairs and a china cabinet.  
The suite is in the Chippendale 
style. 



The Somerville Collection  
 

posters, broadsides and … 



The Somerville Collection  
 

200 linear feet of personal 
papers, manuscripts, 
organizational records, 
ephemera & maps 

Middlesex Bleachery and Dye Works 
Pattern Book: 
The Bleachery was established circa 
1820 and in 1865, the annual value of 
its finished cloth was over $1.3 
million. When it closed in 1936, it was 
said to be the oldest textile finishing 
plant in the country. 



The Somerville Collection  
 

+/- 1000 smaller objects of 
wood, tin, iron, silver, 
leather, bone, ceramics, 
glass, stone & basketry  
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The Somerville Research  
 



The Somerville Research  
 



The Great Museums 
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The Somerville Exhibitions  
 

Like a fish 
needs water, 
visual artists 
need 
exhibitions 

14 years 
of hosting 
the Artist’s 
Choice Exhibition 
of Somerville 
Open Studios 



The Somerville Exhibitions  
 

are a platform for discussion 

mulher 
The Brazilian Art Exhibit 
Celebrating 100 Years of 

International Women’s Day 



The Somerville Exhibitions  
 

Thrill us 



The Somerville Exhibitions  
 

live on through 
 great exhibition catalogues 



The Great Museums 
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The Somerville Education 
 
  
 

The 
Somerville 
Museum is 
the venue 
for the 
annual 
Historic 
Somerville 
Local History 
Lecture 
Series 



The Somerville Education 
 
  
  
 



The Great Museums 
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The Somerville Performances 
 

Olav Chris Henriksen & Carol Lewis:  Duo Maresienne and Friends 
In 2014, celebrating the Somerville Museum’s 25th year of hosting  

their annual series of early music concerts 



The Somerville Performances 
FROM YUCUAIQUIN TO SOMERVILLE 

EL BAILE DE LOS NEGRITOS 

 



The Somerville Events 

 
  

Books of Hope, 
youth literacy 
empowerment 
program, 
celebration at the 
Museum 



The Somerville 
 

Somerville 
High School local 
history club 
members and 
teacher, Adda Santos 



The Somerville  
goes outside 



The Somerville  
goes outside 

Raising 
of the 
First Flag 
of the 
United 
Colonies 
at 
Prospect 
Hill 



The Somerville  
goes outside 

Patriots’ Day  
annual 
celebration 
at Foss Park 
with Paul Revere 
 
 



The Somerville  
goes outside 

Ghosts of 
Somerville 
and Milk 
Row 
Cemetery 



The Somerville  
       -- Could it be more accessible? 

 
 



The Somerville  
       -- Could it be more accessible? 

YES 



The Access for All 2014 Capital Campaign 



The Access for All 2014 Capital Campaign 



The Access for All 2014 Capital Campaign 



The Access for All 2014 Capital Campaign 



ADA Accessibility Project
Lift and installation 22700
10% contingency* 2270
Subtotal 24970

ADA Access For All Project 

Garaventa Shaftway Vertical Lift 
and installation 



Backup Monitors and Equipment 



Environmental Improvements 



Environmental Improvements 



Environmental Improvements 



Environmental Improvements 
Need for Insulation:  
City Proof Custom Storm Windows 





Can the Museum - a private 
nonprofit, all volunteer 

organization, stay vibrant  
in the 21st century? 



With the help of the  
Community Preservation Act,  
the Somerville Museum’s future 
can be bright 


