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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION 
COVER PAGE 

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT LOCATION: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

LEGAL PROPERTY OWNER OF RECORD: __________________________________________________________________ 

ONE SENTENCE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate (X) the approved category(s) from your Eligibility Determination Form. 

ESTIMATED START DATE: ____________________ 

ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATE: _______________ 

CPA FUNDING REQUEST: ____________________ 

TOTAL BUDGET FOR PROJECT: _________________ 

2. APPLICANT INFORMATION

APPLICATION NAME / ORGANIZATION: _________________________________________________________________ 

CO-APPLICATION NAME / ORGANIZATION: _______________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT PERSON: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ________________________________________      EMAIL: ________________________________________ 

3. SIGNATURES

I (we) certify that all information provided in this entire submission is true and correct to the best of my (our) knowledge and 
that no information which might reasonably affect funding has been excluded. I (we) authorize the Community Preservation 
Committee and/or the City of Somerville to obtain verification from any source provided. 

Name (printed) ____________________________   Signature _______________________________   Date _______________ 

Name (printed) ____________________________   Signature _______________________________   Date _______________ 

FOR CPC USE:  Date Received __________ Date Reviewed __________ Date Applicant Notified ________

Open 
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST 

Please check ( ) each item included in your submission, which should include the applicable items in the order listed below. 

GENERAL: 
x Application Cover Page (form provided) 
x Submission Requirements Checklist (this form) 
x Narratives (prompts provided) 
x Project timeline: a project schedule showing all major milestones (i.e., study, design, environmental, permitting, 

construction, etc.), including receipt of other funding sources 

FINANCIAL: 
x Budget Summary (form provided) 
x Itemized budget of all project costs, including the proposed source for each cost 
N/A At least two written quotes for project costs. If quotes cannot be secured, detailed cost estimates may be used if a 

thorough explanation of the estimates is included. 
N/AProof of secured funding (e.g., commitment letters or bank statements), if applicable 

VISUAL: 
Ν/Α Map of the property location showing all features pertinent to the project, including current or future rapid transit 

stations 
Ν/Α Photos of the project site (not more than 4 views per site); include digital copies 

OWNERSHIP/OPERATION (NON-CITY): 
Ν/Α Documentation of site control or written consent of the property owner to undertake the project, if the owner is not 

the applicant 
Ν/ΑCertificate of Good Standing from the City, if applicable 
Ν/Α 501(c)(3) certification, if operating as a non-profit 
Ν/Α Purchase and sale agreement or copy of current recorded deed, if applicable 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT (RECOMMENDED): 
x Letters of support from residents, community groups, other City boards, commissions, or departments, or from City, 

state, or federal officials 

HISTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS: 
x Documentation that the project is listed on the State Register of Historic Places or a written determination from the 

Somerville Historic Preservation Commission that the resource is significant in the history, archeology, architecture, 
or culture of Somerville. 

Ν/Α Photos documenting the condition of the property 
Ν/Α Report or condition assessment by a qualified professional describing the current condition of the    
property, if available. 

PLANS AND REPORTS (IF AVAILABLE)  
[if available in 8½ x 11, include in the application. If not, include separately, not bound to the application] 

Ν/Α Renderings, site plans, engineering plans, design and bidding plans, and specifications 
Ν/Α Applicable reports (e.g., 21E, historic structure report, appraisals, survey plans, feasibility studies). Note: for reports 

of more than 10 pages, applicant may provide 2 copies, rather than 11. 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE  

MAYOR 



City of Somerville – Archives 
CPA Application 1 

Processing Contractor 

 

Project Description 

1. Describe the project, including the project location and the property involved. 

The Archives of the City of Somerville requests $43,000 to hire a project archivist to process a portion of 
the permanent collections of the City of Somerville. Collection processing will make previously hidden 
historic records visible.  Processing is the necessary first step in creating accessible historic resources. 

 Collection processing arranges records in a logical order and produces record guides that facilitate 
discovery. The guides to archival records will be made available on the city’s website. The project 
archivist will use Describing Archives: a Content Standard (DACS), a standard created by the Society of 
American Archivists, to create the record guides. The description of records will use the already 
implemented Archivists’ Toolkit software, an open source collection management program. Archivists 
Toolkit automatically produces HTML encoded finding aids that include XML encoding.  XML encoding 
makes data about archival collections transferable and reusable. Transferable record guides can be shared 
with consortiums such as WorldCat, a service that allows users to search library, archive and museum 
collections worldwide.  The guides created by this grant, therefore, will be included with the archival 
records of municipalities, research institutions, and museums worldwide.  

Since the establishment of the City of Somerville Archives in 2004, the archivist has identified which 
records have enduring historical value. The collection of records identified as having the highest priority 
for processing are The Board of Health Records, 1886-1960; Civil Defense Records, 1940s; Somerville 
Redevelopment Authority Records, 1960-1973, Law Department Closed Case Files 1950s-1970s. Each of 
these collections provides insight into the unique character and development of Somerville. The Board of 
Health Records indirectly document the population of the city giving information about patients’ 
countries of origins, family and employment.  These details will be useful for genealogists, historians of 
public health, and demographers.  The Civil Defense Records provide information about the home front 
during World War II.  These primary source materials could be integrated into K-12 history curriculum. 
The Somerville Redevelopment Authority Records include information about the Innerbelt Project, a 
transforming and empowering moment for the city of Somerville. The Law Department records are made 
up of closed case files.  Although some of the cases do not offer significant historical value, most do 
include unique photographic images of Somerville.  

2. Why is this project needed? How does it preserve and enhance the character of Somerville? 
How does the project benefit the public? What population(s) will it serve? How will the 
success of this project be measured?   

The historic records of the City of Somerville have a significant value to members of the community and 
should be made easily accessible.  Without additional help, making these records available to the public 
will be put off by the pressing tasks of assisting departments in management of the records they create in 
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the course of business. In the executive summary of SomerVision, the city’s unique history is cited as 
particularly important to conversations about the community’s future: 

 “When industrial growth in the 1880’s and 1890’s became unsustainable, 
Somerville’s residents worked together to create a network of parklands that would be 
preserved for the future. After watching elevated highways cut neighbors off from one 
another in the 1950’s and 1960’s, we united to oppose the Inner Belt Expressway 
proposal of the 1970’s. And when metropolitan Boston finally returned to its roots of 
streetcar, trolley and subway mass transit, Somerville residents spoke with one voice to 
bring the MBTA Red Line to Davis Square, the Orange Line to Assembly Square, and 
the Green Line through the very heart of the City all the way to Route 16. We are 
resilient and forward-looking – it’s in the very chromosomes of our community.” 

The archival collections included in this project are the raw material of this history. They provide 
information about and a visceral connection to the past. Frequently, the first archival researchers that 
come to mind are historians.  However, municipal records hold great value for research in demographics, 
land-use, K-12 education, building projects, and the arts.    

The success of this project will be measured through by tracking the usage of the collections.  The 
Somerville Archives fields an average of 3-4 research requests per month. These are primarily internal 
requests from other city departments.  It is expected that records requests will increase by making record 
guides available on line and in classrooms. The Archives will track reference requests received for these 
records to judge the success of the project. 

 

3. How does the project meet the general and category-specific priorities outlined in the 
Community Preservation Plan? 

The CPC’s first priority is to fund projects that reflect the values of the community, including 
projects that improve accessibility for all members of the community.  The main goal of the processing 
project is to provide accessibility to the historic resources in the Archives to all members of the 
community.  The project has been endorsed by the grants department of the City of Somerville and 
Evelyn Battinelli, the Executive Director of the Somerville Museum.  The care of the historic records of 
the city of Somerville is a long-standing need that the city began addressing in 2004.   

 

Financial 

1. Describe all successful and unsuccessful attempts to secure funding and/or in-kind 
contributions donations, or volunteer labor for the project.  Describe any cost/saving 
measures to be implemented. 

At this time the archives has one volunteer, Marian Bremer, formerly the manager of Knowledge 
Services at the MIT Lincoln Laboratory Library.  Marian's extensive experience in providing direction to 
employees for projects is helping to shape the processing manual that is currently in development. 
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2. How was the total CPA Funding Request Determined? Expand after Budget is written 

 
The total request was determined by taking the average pay of a project archivist in the Boston Metro area 
for 6 months of work, and estimating the supplies based on prices from University Products, a standard 
supplier of archival supplies. 
 
The annual pay for a project archivist is $70,000, or $5,800 per month.  The total cost to hire the 
contractor will be $34,800. The cost of processing supplies was estimated based on current costs in the 
University Products catalog.  To process 170 cubic feet of records, the project will require 170 packages 
of enclosures at $27.40 per package $4658 total, and 170 archival quality records storage containers at 
$18.55 each, $3,155 total. 
 
 

3. Will the project require funding over multiple years? If so, please provide annual funding 
requirements. 

 
The project will not require funding over multiple years. 
 
Project Management 
 

1. Describe the applicant. Are they public, private non-profit, an individual, a partnership, or 
another type of entity? What is their history and background? Provide any additional 
relevant information. 

 
The City of Somerville Archives is part of the City Clerk's Office of the City of Somerville. The Archives 
was established in 2004 with funds from a National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
(NHPRC) grant.  The City Archivist, Nadia Dixson will directly supervise the work of the project 
archivist. She reports to the City Clerk who will oversee the project as a whole. 
 
John Long, City Clerk - Now in his 14th year as City Clerk, John J. Long has made access to public 
records a top priority, and has offered the resources of his six-member department to assist in the 
development and execution of an archive. With fifteen years’ experience as chief executive officer of a 
nonprofit corporation, and six years’ experience as a manager of federal and state grant programs, he 
possesses a clear understanding of the importance of sound document management practices as well as 
the unique needs of public funding sources.  
 
Nadia Dixson, Archivist – Began working for the city of Somerville as a part-time Records Manager in 
2008. She was hired as the city’s first archivist in 2012 after completing Masters’ degrees in Archives 
Management and History from Simmons College. Prior to relocating to Massachusetts she worked as the 
Lead Client Services Representative for an out-sourcing call center, where she managed services for high 
profile clients. 
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Dan Moore, Webmaster & Web Developer - He is certified in HTML and CSS (American Graphics 
Institute, 2014) and has experience with a wide variety of Content Management Systems, Google 
Analytics, JavaScript, jQuery, PHP, and SQL. His background includes optimizing content and code for 
users, search engines, and mobile devices. Recent work includes content management 
for somervillema.gov, and the design, development and management of votesomerville.com, 
and protectiondogsplus.com. 

Project Archivist – The candidate for project archivist will have six months of processing experience, and 
an MS in Archives Management. Demonstrated knowledge of HTML, XML and metadata standards 
preferred. 

 
 

2. Describe the feasibility of the project and how it can be implemented within the timeline 
and budget included in this application. 

 
Time estimates for processing the collections are based on the research of Greene and Meissner.  Their 
paper “More Product, Less Process” (American Archivist Volume 68, Number 2, 2005) surveyed a variety 
of archives and analyzed the time spent processing per foot of records. The funding requested is based on 
their research, and will provide the project archivist enough time to process 170 feet of records in six 
months. 
 

3. Describe any known or potential Barriers to the successful on-time commencement and 
completion of the project, including any permits or inspections required. 

There are no known potential barriers to the successful on-time commencement and completion of the 
project. 
 

4. Describe any ongoing maintenance required and who will be responsible for it. 
There will be no ongoing maintenance for this project. 
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Processing Plan of Work 
 
April 2015  - Form Committee 
 
May 2015  - Draft RFP, Post Ad 
 
June 2015  - Evaluate Candidates 
 
July 2015  - Hire and Orientation 
 
August 2015  - December 2015 - Process collections 
 
October 2015 -Provide first status report.  First two collections and draft record guides 

completed. 
 
December 2015  -Complete record guides 
 
January 2016  -Upload record guides to City Website. Provide final status report 
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION 
BUDGET SUMMARY 

PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY OF PROJECT COSTS 
Please include a complete itemized budget of all project expenses, including the proposed funding source for each expense, in 

your submission. 

PROPOSED SOURCE EXPENSES 
STUDY SOFT COSTS* ACQUISITION CONSTRUCTION** TOTAL 

1 Somerville CPA $ $ $ $ $ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS $ $ $ $ $ 
*Soft costs include design, professional services, permitting fees, closing costs, legal, etc.
** Construction includes new construction, preservation, rehabilitation, and/or restoration work 

EXPLANATION OF FUNDING SOURCES 
Please explain the status of each funding source (i.e., submitting application on X date, applied on X date, received award 

notification on X date, funds on hand, etc.). For sources where funding has been awarded or funds are on hand, please include 
documentation from the funding source (e.g., commitment letter, bank statement) in application packet

SOURCE SECURED? 
(YES/NO) STATUS OF FUNDING SOURCE 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE  

MAYOR 



City of Somerville Archives 
Processing Contractor 

Itemized Budget 

 

Contractor Pay – 

$70,000 per year, prorated - six months  

 
        $35,000.00 

Supplies – 

Unreinforced File Folders – Letter Size, 170 x $27.40   $ 4,658.00 
Corrugated Bulk Storage Carton, 170 x $18.55    $ 3,153.50 

 
 

       Subtotal $ 7,811.50 

 

       Total  $42,811.50 
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November 26,2014 

Ms. Emily Monea 
CPA Manager 
City Hall 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 

GRANTS DEVELOPMENT 
JOSEPH A. CURTA TONE 

MAYOR 

93 Highland A venue 
Somerville, MA 02143 

Dear Ms. Monea: 

The Grants Development office would like to offer its support for the Community Preservation Act 
Funding application submitted by the Archives Department. This important funding will allow Archives 
to hire a contractor to begin processing several permanent collections and create a catalog of records that 
will be available on the City's web site, making the collections accessible to all, and furthering the 
City's commitment to openness and transparency. 

Our office relies on the Archives Department to identify and locate historical documents for us to 
include with grant applications that support the efforts of various City Departments, including the Arts 
Council, Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development, and Health and Human Services 
Department. Often, we are unable to find these documents ourselves in simple online or library searches, 
and contact Nadia Dixson for further assistance. Two recent examples include a search for Somerville 
Redevelopment Authority documentation of land transference circa 1965 for a capital project grant and a 
search for Health Department files demonstrating the transmission of disease in the 1920s for a 
healthcare award prize application. Without Ms. Dixson's help, we certainly would not have been able 
to submit complete and competitive grant applications. Yet she is only one person, and spending time 
tracking down these files takes away from her other numerous responsibilities as the only person in her 
department. Assistance from a contractor to process a number of permanent collections and create a 
searchable database would prove invaluable. 

I urge you to consider the Archives Department request for your assistance. As the repository of all of 
the City's historical documents and files, this department is one of Somerville's greatest assets, and an 
asset that must be preserved and protected for generations to come. 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 

Kate Hartke 
Grant Coordinator 

Somerville 

~ 
1
1111.' 
2009 

CITY HALL ANNEX • 50 EVERGREEN A VENUE • SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02 
(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2130 • TTY: (866) 808-4851 

www.somervillema.gov 



• Somerville Museum 

Ms Emily Monea 
CPA Director 
City of Somerville 
91 Highland Avenue 
Somerville, MA 02143 

• 

November 28, 201 

City Archivist Processing Contractor Project 

Dear Ms Monea, 

The Somerville Museum is in support of City Archivist, Nadia Dixson's, request for 
CPA monies to fund the care and cataloging of four City collections. Remarkably, the 
City holds substantial collections regarding Board of Health Records from 1890 to 
2000; Civil Defense Records of the 1940's; Somerville Redevelopment Authority 
Records from 1960 to 1973; and Law Department Closed Case Files from 1953 to 
1970. 

The scope of this project is to rehouse these collections in archival boxes or folders, 
then organize and catalog. Thereafter, these catalogs will be made available on the 
City's website. We, at the Somerville Museum, are very cognizant of the importance 
of collection care. Without proper storage conditions, artifacts are in peril of 
detrimental deterioration. 

Over the years, the Museum staff has had occasion to visit the City archives for 
research purposes. Accessing some of the information has been unavailable due to 
the fragile conditions of the materials. The most important outcome of this 
undertaking will be the availability of these collections to the community, 
researchers and historians. By placing them on the City website, these materials 
will be further protected from unnecessary handling. 
Each of these collections falls into the CP Historical Significance guidelines for their 
completeness, historic scope and integrity. The Somerville Museum strongly 
requests that you fund the care and maintenance of these collections. 

One Westwood Road 
Somerville, MA 02143 
617.666.9810 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Evelyn M. Battinelli, Director 

SomeMuseum@gmail.com 
www .SomervilleM useum .org 



 
 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
MAYOR’S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE 
MAYOR 

 
MICHAEL F. GLAVIN         
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION    

CITY HALL ● 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ● SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143 
(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2500 ● TTY: (617) 666-0001 ● FAX: (617) 625-0722 

www.somervillema.gov 

 

Determination of Historic Significance 
For Historic Resource Projects Funded through the Community Preservation Act 

To be determined eligible for Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding, a historic resource must either be listed 
on the state register of historic places or be determined “significant in the history, archaeology, architecture or 
culture” of Somerville by the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC). This report provides a recommendation to 
the HPC through an analysis of the adopted “Guidelines for a Determination of Historic Significance.”  
  
Project Name:    Collection Processing Contractor        
Applicant Name:   City of Somerville Archives 
Recommendation: Significant  
Date:     October 21, 2014 
HPC Vote:   Significant (4-0) 
 
 

John McColgan, Ph.D., the City of Boston, Office of the City Clerk, Archives and Records Management 
Division was requested by the Somerville Archives to submit an explanation of significance testifying to 
the historical importance of documentary resources that are the subject of a grant project application 
being considered for funding under the Community Preservation Act in the City of Somerville. These 
archives include the Board of Health Records, 1886-1960; Civil Defense Records, 1940s; and Somerville 
Redevelopment Authority, 1960-1973. His professional credentials qualify him to make this judgment, 
which stem from thirty years of experience managing archives and records management programs in the 
public sector, notably as Boston's City Archivist since 1995.  
 
These resources, for which grant funding is being requested, are archives. Archives, by their very nature, 
have enduring, "permanent" value. Massachusetts law (MGLA, chapter 66) requires municipalities to 
maintain and preserve valuable records. State retention guidelines specifically require the retention of 
municipal records such as those described here. They are the original documentation of the cultural, 
economic, industrial, social and political heritage of the City and uniquely document City government 
policy, action, and decision-making in the course of the City's history. These records all have enduring 
value by virtue of the critical information they contain documenting the experience of Somerville and its 
past. The ongoing usefulness and significance of these records, based on the administrative, legal fiscal, 
evidential or historical information they contain, justify their continued preservation.  
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Board of Health Records, 1886-1960: The Board of Health Records are the largest, and possibly the 
most historically significant collection of records in the Somerville Archives. The bulk of the collection 
ranges from the early twentieth century though records as early as 1886 and as late as 1960. The records 
directly document the occurrence of diseases such as Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria and Tuberculosis, and 
indirectly document the immigrant population of the city. Record Series within the collection include the 
Contagious Disease Hospital Records from 1906-1943, logs of contagious diseases 1887-1950, and cards 
documenting tuberculosis patients from 1904-1960. Many of the documents record information about the 
patients' country of origin, family and employment, which will make them of interest to genealogists, 
historians, and demographers. 

 
1. Level of Completeness 

Typically, this pertains to completeness of records, but can also apply to other resources if they are 
composed of multiple pieces or materials. 
 
This collection includes a number of record series with various levels of completeness. It is difficult 
to determine whether correspondence concerning complaints against and the inspection of business is 
complete for the period they cover from the 1910s-1930s. Records of the City's Contagious Disease 
Hospital and records of contagious diseases are complete from 1897-1950. Tuberculosis records are 
complete from 1903 to 1960. 

 
2. Historic Scope 

The object or record must convey the scope of history with which it is associated. The scope of history 
represented may be identified by the cultural association or design quality. 
 
• The Board of Health Records clearly illustrate important historical events. They provide details of 
the growth of the city, and the national change from agricultural economies to increasingly urban 
industrial economies. They also document the introduction of public health programs into municipal 
governments, the expansion of the use of vaccines that greatly reduced mortality rates in the twentieth 
century. 
• The records meet the criteria of identifying groups who have impacted the community. Somerville/s 
history as an immigrant city is an essential part of this community/s identity. The tuberculosis records 
document the wide variety of places that Somerville/s residents moved from in the early twentieth 
century. The fact that this information is recorded with records of medical treatment reflects early 
twentieth century concerns regarding immigration. 
• The records are extremely valuable in informing scholarship. They can be used to study the history 
of urbanization, public health and epidemiology. They may also be of interest to demographers and 
other scholars interested in the development of populations and health care over time. 
 

3. Integrity 

The National Park Service defines historic integrity as the ability for a historic resource to convey 
significance. A historic resource should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or contain 
the values and qualities for which it is judged significant.  
 
For records, the Society of American Archivists defines integrity as the principle that a body of 
records resulting from the same activity must be preserved as a group, without division, separation, 
or addition, to protect the evidential and informational value that can be discerned from its context. 

 
Records have been stored together and not intermixed with other records. 

 
 



Page 3 of 4    
 
Civil Defense Records, 1940s: During World War III the United States called on citizens to prepare for 
the possibility that the war in Europe and the Pacific would reach our shores. These records contain 
information about individuals and their roles in the civil defense program, and instructional materials 
issued by the federal government to local defense groups. 

 
1. Level of Completeness 

Typically, this pertains to completeness of records, but can also apply to other resources if they are 
composed of multiple pieces or materials. 
 
Records are complete. 

 
2. Historic Scope 

The object or record must convey the scope of history with which it is associated. The scope of history 
represented may be identified by the cultural association or design quality. 
 
• The Civil Defense Records illustrate important historic events, viz. Somerville/s response to World 
War II on the home front. 
• In scholarship, these records will be of use in the study of the civilian response to world war II. 
They would be valuable resources in teaching history with primary source documents for k-12th grade 
courses. 
 

3. Integrity 

The National Park Service defines historic integrity as the ability for a historic resource to convey 
significance. A historic resource should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or contain 
the values and qualities for which it is judged significant.  
 
For records, the Society of American Archivists defines integrity as the principle that a body of 
records resulting from the same activity must be preserved as a group, without division, separation, 
or addition, to protect the evidential and informational value that can be discerned from its context. 

 
Records have been stored together and not intermixed with other records. 
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Somerville Redevelopment Authority, 1960-1973: The 1960s were an economically difficult time in 
Somerville/s history. These records show the ways city government attempted to mitigate declines in 
industry and business. The collection is significant in part due to the light it sheds on the City’s more 
recent turn around. It also reflects the national trend of investment in highway projects that disrupted 
communities in the mid-twentieth century. 

 
1. Level of Completeness 

Typically, this pertains to completeness of records, but can also apply to other resources if they are 
composed of multiple pieces or materials. 
 
It is unknown whether these records constitute the entirety of the Somerville Redevelopment 
Authorities work from 1960-1973. However the remaining records do include complete reports, 
surveys and at least portions of records used to undertake projects in the 1960s-1970s which will have 
evidential value in understanding the urban planning of the time. 

 
2. Historic Scope 

The object or record must convey the scope of history with which it is associated. The scope of history 
represented may be identified by the cultural association or design quality. 
 
a. These records clearly illustrate important historic events. Although just now coming into focus as 
an area of research, urban redevelopment programs shaped the character of cities in the 1960s and 
1970s nationwide. Their effects on the communities they disturbed is a current part of scholarly 
discussion. 
b. Informing scholarship, these records will be of use to urban planning historians, but also to parties 
currently affected by urban planning because the results of these projects make up the current built 
environment. 
 

3. Integrity 

The National Park Service defines historic integrity as the ability for a historic resource to convey 
significance. A historic resource should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or contain 
the values and qualities for which it is judged significant.  
 
For records, the Society of American Archivists defines integrity as the principle that a body of 
records resulting from the same activity must be preserved as a group, without division, separation, 
or addition, to protect the evidential and informational value that can be discerned from its context. 

 
Records have been stored together and not intermixed with other records. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION

 

Repository Name:

 
Portland State University Library
Special Collections & University Archives

1875 SW Park Avenue
Portland, OR, 97201
URL: http://archon.archives.pdx.edu
Email: specialcollections@lists.pdx.edu

 

Collection Number:

 
SC/2011.2

 

Collector:

 
Sharpe, Sumner Milton, 1936­

 

Title:

 
Sumner Sharpe Collection

 

Dates:

 
1965­2009 (inclusive)
1989­2009 (bulk)

 

Quantity:

 
3.80 ft

 

Languages:

 
Collection materials are in English. 

 

Summary:

 
The Sumner Sharpe Collection documents materials collected by Sharpe in his
capacity as an urban planner in Oregon and Washington. The bulk of the material is
comprised of published reports by various planning agencies. Additional materials
include correspondence, CD­ROMs, a DVD, maps, and a VHS cassette.
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HISTORICAL NOTE

Sumner Sharpe has an AB from Dartmouth College, a Master’s in City and Regional Planning from Cornell
University followed by post­graduate study at the London School of Economics. Between 1968 and 1985 he was a
member of the Urban Studies and Planning faculty before getting a Ph.D. in urban planning from the University of
Washington.

Sharpe has been in the planning practice since 1958. In that time he has worked on the planning staff of city and
regional agencies in Portland and Vancouver, Washington; as executive director for the Economic Opportunity
Committee of Clark County, WA; Professor of Urban Studies and Planning and Planner­in­Residence at Portland
State University. He has worked in various Portland based firms including as a partner in Cogan Sharpe Cogan,
director of Pacific Rim Resources, and as a senior consultant for Parametrix.

He is the recipient of state and national awards from the American Planning Association, served as national
president of the American Institute of Certified planners, and is a fellow of the American Institute of Certified
Planners. In conjunction with Margaret Strachan he has established an endowed scholarship at PSU’s Nohad A.
Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning. The purpose of the fund is to award scholarships to students who
are at least 30 years old, who are pursuing careers as professional planners, and who have made the commitment
to pursue a Master of Urban and Regional Planning degree at PSU.

CONTENT DESCRIPTION

The Sumner Sharpe Collection documents materials collected by Sharpe in his capacity as an urban planner in
Oregon and Washington. The bulk of the material is comprised of published reports by various planning agencies.
Agencies that Sumner worked for that are widely represented here include: Cogan Sharpe Cogan/Cogan Owen
Cogan, Pacific Rim Resources, and Parametrix. There is also correspondence, maps,  a VHS cassette, a DVD, and
various CD­ROMs of reports, PowerPoint presentations, and a National Public Radio broadcast of Talk of the
Nation: Science Friday featuring a segment on urban planning in Portland, Oregon.

The records are organized into 8 series: I. Cascadia; II. City of Portland; III. Columbia River; IV. Oregon; V.
Portland Metropolitan Area; VI. Portland Planning; VII. Washington; and VIII. Oversized.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Acquisition Information 

Materials were donated by Sumner Sharpe

USE OF THE COLLECTION

Restrictions on Access 

This collection is open for research

Restrictions on Use 

There are no restrictions on the materials

SUBJECTS

Sharpe, Sumner Milton, 1936­
American Institute of Certified Planners
Cogan Sharpe Cogan
Pacific Rim Resources, Inc.
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Parametrix, Inc.
Albina (Portland, Or.)

Bend (Or.)
Clackamas County (Or.)
Hollywood (Portland, Or.)
Pleasant Valley, Or.
Portland, Or.
Salem, Or.
Washington County (Or.)
City Planning
Urban transportation

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

 
CASCADIA, 2008

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
1

Folder 
1 Ecolopolis 3.0: infrastructure and sustainability in Cascadia

 
2008

 

CITY OF PORTLAND, 1984­2009

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
1

Folder 
2 Alberta Streetscape Plan report

 
1999

  3 Albina and Baltimore Woods  

 
Albina Community Concept Plan Map
Baltimore Woods ­ Cathedral Park to Pier Park
Connection feasibility study, 2009

  4 Burnside/Couch, Central City, and Civic Stadium   1984­2008

 

Burnside Transportation and Urban Design Plan: Pre­
Planning Phase Summary Report, 2000
West Burnside/Couch Alternatives Analysis Executive
Summary, 2006
West Burnside and Couch Alternatives Analysis Final
Report CD, 2006
Burnside/Couch Transportation and Urban Design
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Project ­ West Burnside Amended Technical
Refinements draft, 2008
Central City Plan, 1984
Pre­Existing Civec Stadium Good Neighbor
Agreement from the 1980s Titled "Civic Stadium
Special Event Objectives," 1998
See also: oversize box for additional Burnside/Couch
material

  5 Gateway   2007­2011

 
Central Gateway Redvelopment Strategy Final Report,
2007
Portland Gateway report, 2011

  6 Hayden Island and Hollywood/Sandy  

  Hayden Island Final Concept Plan, 2008
Hollywood and Sandy Plan, 2000

  7 Industrial District, Kenton, Macadam, and Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd.

 
1999­2005

 

Industrial Distrcit Atlas, 2004­2005
Condemnation in Downtown Kenton report and
correspondence, 2002
Recommendation to the North Macadam Steering
Committee Phase II North Macadam Framework Plan,
2000
North Macadam Urban Renewal Plan, 1999 NE
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard Business Directory,
2002

  8 Midtown Blocks, Monroe High School, and Pearl District   2001­2004

 

Midtown Blocks Planning Study ­ Report of the
Advisory Council of Experts, 2001
Washington­Monroe Site: Final Report of The
Washington­Monroe Project Advisory Committee,
2004
Pearl District Development Plan, 2001

  9 Pioneer Courthouse Square competition packet   1980
  10 Pioneer Courthouse Square Design Competition information   1980
  11 Pleasant Valley   2001­2004

Pleasant Valley Implementation CD, 2003
Creating Communtiy for Pleasant Valley, 2001
Pleasant Valley District Implementation, 2004
Pleasant Valley Implementation Plan Report: Chapter
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  5: Public Facilities Plan, 2003
Chapter 6: Annexation Analysis and Strateg, 2003
Chapter 7: Intergovernment Agreement, 2004
Pleasant Valley Community Forums 6&7: Public
Comment Report, 2003
An Evalutaiton of the Pleasant Valley Concept Plan
Project, 2002
Pleasant Valley map

  12 Rosemont   1999

  Rosemont Project Final Report, 1999

  13 South Waterfront   2003

  South Waterfront Plan and double­sided poster, 2003

 

COLUMBIA RIVER, 1997­2009

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
1

Folder 
14 Columbia River Estuary Partnership

 
2009

 
2009 Year in Review report
2009 Annual Dinner program
Habitat Restoration Program 2000­2009 report

  15 Columbia River Gorge Naitonal Scenic Area   1997

  SR 14 Corridor Management Plan

 

OREGON, 1993­2006

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
1

Folder 
16 Oregon chapter of the American Planning Association (OAPA)

 
1993­2006

Oregon Visions Project ­ A Guide to Community
Visioning: Hands­On Information for the Local
Communities, 1993



11/26/2014 Guide to the Sumner Sharpe Collection 1965­2009

http://nwda.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv74319/op=pretrieve.aspx 7/12

 
The Principals of Smart Development, 1998
Oregon Visions Project ­A Statewide Planners'
Dialogue: Vol 1: Final Report, 1999
An Evaluation of Planning in Oregon 1973­2001, 2001
Oregon Task Force on Land Use Planning report and
correspondence, 2006

  17 Bend   2005

  Bend Central Area Plan Bend Central Area Plan
Phases I and II Vision Historic Downtown Core

  18 Salem   1993­1995

 

City of Salem Comprehensive Housing Affordability
Strategy: Fiscal Year 1994­1998, 1993 Nort
Downtown Plan, 1997
Salem Futures: Thinking About Tomorrow ­ Phase I
Summary Report, 1999

  2 1 Oregon Planning Transportation and Growth Management (TGM)
reports

 
1996­2003

 
19 Connecting Transportation and Land Use Planning
reports, 2003
Livable Oregon reports, 1996­1998

 

PORTLAND METROPOLITAN AREA, 1989­2009

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
2

Folder 
2 Battle Ground

 
2000­2001

 
Varioius maps, newsletters, short reports, open house
information, a double­sided poster, and questionaires
relating to the 50­Year Vision for Battle Ground

  3 id3572:  Beaverton   1995­2005

 

Housing and Communtiy Development Plan Fiscal
Years 1995­1999, 1995
City of Beaverton Downtwon Redevelopment
Alternative Study, 1997
Downtown Beaverton Regional Center Communtiy
Plan, 2005
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  4 Canon Beach   1993

  Housing Affordability Study: Canon Beach Employers
and Employees

  5 Clackamas   1989­2002

 

Government Camp Village Revitalization Plan, 1989­
2002
Clackamas County Comprehensive Housing
Affordability Strategy 1992­1996, 1991

  6 Clackamas   1993­1998

 
Clackamas County, Oregon Comprehensive Housing
Affordabilty Strategy 1994­1998, 1993
Clackamas Regional Center Area Plan, 1998

  7 id3576:  Damascus   2007­2009

  Reports, maps, and Anita Yap's resume and card

  8 Gresham and Happy Valley  

 
City of Gresham Vision 2020
Valley Center Plan City of Happy Valley Final
Recommended Plan, 1999

  9 Hillsboro   2005­2009

 

Consolidated Plan 2005­2010 Final Draft CD and
report vol. 1, 2005
Hillsboro 2020 Vision Action Plan, 2005
A Landowner's Guide to Donating a Voluntary
Conservation Agreement
City of Hillsboro Downtown Framework Plan, 2009

  10 Washington County   1995

 
Unified Sewerage Agency of Washington County
Subbasin Strategy Plans for Upper Rock, Bronson,
and Willow Creeks

  11 Vancouver and West Linn   1997­2009

 

City of Vancouver Section 30 Urban Employment
Center, 2009
City of West Linn Community Facilities Plan and
memo, 1997
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PORTLAND PLANNING, 1965­2009

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
2

Folder 
12 Brownfields

 
2000­2004

 

Brownfield CD
First Steps to Brownfield Redevelopment: A Guide
for Neighborhoods and Small Property Owners
Transforming Brownfields: A Community Guide to
Brownfields Redevelopment, March and June, 2004
Brownfields Planning and Process: A
Multidisciplinary Primer commentary, 2000

  13 City of Portland Planning   1999­2009

 

Urban Planning in Portland, Oregon from NPR's Talk
of the Nation: Science Friday, March 7, 2003
CD Stormwater Management Manual Revision #2,
2002
CD A 25­Year Vision for Central Portland, 1999
Portland Business Alliance / Urban Land Institute
Central Portland Portland Commercial Development
Strategy: Summary of Findings, 2009
Portland Sustainability Institute ­ The EcoDistricts
Initiative Accelerating Sustaining at the District Scale
PowerPoint
Building for the Future: Sustainable Development in
Portland

  14 Housing   1965­1978

 

Portland­Vancouver Housing Analysis, 1965
Public Housing Site Selection: An Approach to
Planning, 1977
The Comprehensive Housing Action Program of the
Housing Authority of Portland, 1978

  15 Housing   1981 ­ circa 1982

 

Rental Restrictions Against Families with Children,
1981
Participation in the Development of Publicly Assisted
Housing: A Handbook of Strategies for Cooperative
Action, 1981
The Center for Urban Studies, circa 1982
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  16 Public Schools   2001

  Best Use of Facilities Study Final Report, 2001

  17 Regional Planning   1993­2006

 

Regional Growth Summary presentation CD
Metro newsletters 1993­2001
Development of Incentives and Strategies to Conserve,
Protect and Restore Riparian Corridors in the Metro
Region, 1999
Metro Urban Centers: An Evaluation of the Density of
Development, 2001
Planning in Portland Metropolitan Area after Measure
37, 2006

  18 Regional Planning   2001­2007

 

Green Streets: Environmental Designs for
Transportation, 2001
Limited Choices: The Protection of Agricultural
Lands and the Expansion of the Metro Area Urban
Growth Bounday for Industrial Use, 2004
The Regional Equity Atlas: Metropolitan Portland's
Geography of Opportunity, 2007

  3 1 Transportation ­ Aerial tram   2004

 

Portland Aerial Tram Final Recommendations and
Report photocopy, 2004.
Portland Aerial Tram Final Recommendations and
Report ­ Appendices, 2004

  2 Transportation ­ General   1993­2008

 

Street Car Development CD 1998
Data Crosstabulations
Transportation and Land Use Connections: Outreach
to Planning Commissioners Final Report, 2003
Integrating Transportation and Land Use Planning:
Outreach to Planning Commissioners, 2003
The Case for and Integrated Mobility Strategy:
Walking and Biking Offer an Immediate Opportunity
to Tackle Key Challenges, 2008
The Portland Pedestrian Access to Transit Project:
Improving Transit Use Through Pedestrian Access,
1997

  3 Transportation ­ Streets   1989­2008

Portland Alternative Street Standards Project Final
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Report, 1989
Main Street... When a Highway Runs Through It: A
Handbook for Oregon Communities, 1999
Research material from cities outside Oregon on one­
way to two­way streets: A Study of the One­Way to
Two­Way Streets Conversion in Downtown
Edmonton, 2001
Downtown Streets: Are We Strangling Ourselves on
One­Way Networks,  2007
Downtown Traffic Management Plan for Alma,
Michigan, 2007
There's More than One­Way from Tampabay.com,
2008

 

WASHINGTON, 1990­2008

 
Container(s) Description Dates

  Box 
3

Folder 
4 Bellevue

 
1990

  5 Puget Sound   2002­2008

 
Puget Sound Partnership Action Agenda Financing
Strategy, 2008
City of Sequim Town Center Subarea Plan, 2002

  6 Puget Sound Sound Regional Council   1993­2005

 

What's Next: Vision 2020 update, 2004, DVD
Reports from the Flight Plan Workshops, 1993
Vision 2020 update, 1995
Executive Summary Vision 2020 update, circa 2003
Vision 2020 newsletters, 2004­2005

  7 State Route 105 Corridor   1998

  A Highway Between the Bays: A Management Plan
for the State Route 105 Corridor

 

OVERSIZED, 2004­2005

 
Container(s) Description Dates
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  Box 
4

Folder 
1

Kennedy School: Reviving a Neighborhood Treasure

 

undated

  VHS 00:16:30

  2 Burnside/Couch Transportation and Urban Design Plan Technical
Refinements

 
March 11, 2005

  Preliminary final draft

  3 Burnside and Couch Transportation and Urban Design Plan Phase
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