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Meeting Minutes 
May 24, 2011 6:30 PM 

Kennedy Elementary School, Cafeteria 
 
Participants 
Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development 

o Adam Duchesneau, Planning Division  
o David Guzman, Economic Development Division 

 
Transit Realty Associates  

o Gregory A. Dicovitsky, Senior Project Manager 
 
Utile, Inc. Architecture and Planning 

o Tim love, Principal 
 
Summary 
The fourth Porter Square Community Meeting in the Visioning Series was focused on gathering 
consensus on the potential characteristics of mixed-use development in the study-area based on visual 
data and community input collected from previous meetings.   Companies commissioned by the MBTA, 
Utile Architecture and Transit Realty Associates, presented information on the potential mixed-use 
development of the Air Rights over the MBTA Rail tracks on the Somerville side.  Attendees split into 
small groups and joined in a planning exercise to gather further consensus about a potential development 
framework for each of the key gateways.  Elements such as architectural design, height, uses, setbacks, 
dimensional configuration, and parking, were discussed.   
 
Vision Statement 
City staff opened the meeting reconvening the vision statement: 
 
“Somerville Avenue, Elm Street, White Street and Beacon Street should be safe, pedestrian oriented 
streets lined with mixed use buildings that have first floor retail and upper floor residential space. The 
development of significant sites and the MBTA Air Rights adjacent to the Porter Square Station should be 
signature buildings that create gateways into the community. Furthermore development over the MBTA 
Air Rights should provide pedestrian access from one side to the other.” 
 
Highlight points 
 
UTILE Inc. and Transit Realty Associates (TRA) began the presentation by introducing the challenges of 
a potential mixed-use structure with a supportive deck over the MBTA Air Rights site: 
 



o The technical and financial feasibility of such a project relies initially on building a deck structure 
that will support the height and weight of a building over the tracks. The nature of the site poses 
the project to be a challenge.  The site narrows from 70 feet to 50 feet traveling east along 
Somerville Avenue; site location is divided between the cities of Cambridge and Somerville; and 
the existing Somerville zoning is not compatible to allow for new development. 

 
o  The project would allow for the revitalization of the commercial district in the Somerville side, 

but also would offer the benefit of generation of new commercial tax revenue, community 
development, reduction of environmental hazards as pollution, noise and vibration that would be 
caused by the under passing trains; creation of new amenities across the Somerville Avenue 
sidewalk up to Porter Square T Station, among others.  

 
o A larger discussion was devoted to explain the need for anchoring a deck structure to support a 

building over the rail tracks.  Mr. Love and Mr. Dicovitsky introduced some details about the 
potential structure.  A concrete wall facing the street approximately 8 feet in height is needed to 
achieve the necessary height clearance over the rail tracks to still allow for trains to pass 
underneath a structure above.  The project would face the streetscape stretching across Somerville 
Avenue within the right of way.  The front side would include landscape, and micro retails outlets 
as amenities for pedestrians.     

 
o Attendees exhibited interest and concerns regarding this proposal; many of the attendee’s 

questions related to the building structure’s technical considerations, engineering aspects, 
architecture and design, future mixed-uses, traffic management and mitigation, neighborhood 
impact, and permitting. 

 
o UTILE and TRA closed the presentation by inviting attendees to formulate questions. 

 
 
Planning Exercise 
 
o City staff recapitulated on the previous meeting, and attempted to create further consensus about 

possible development concepts for each study-area to structure building form guidelines to come 
up with a mixed-use development framework. 

 
o Attendees split into small groups and review the visual data of the study-areas from the previous 

meetings for further analysis and synthesis.  A sheet for each portion of the study area, including 
the gateways, was handed out and conversations about the appropriate scale and framework for 
mixed-use development in each of these areas ensued.  

 
The Air Rights Site Development presentation from Utile, Inc. and the Visioning Meeting presentation 
from the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning are available on-line at the City’s website. 
 
The meeting concluded at 8:15pm with 18 attendees.  
 
While the Porter Square Visioning Process is a continue, open, inclusive exchange of ideas, we encourage 
constituents to formulate questions, inquiries, or comments, and submit them to the Mayor’s Office of 
Strategic Planning and Community Development, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143, ATTN: 
Planning Division, or via electronically to dguzman@somervillema.gov  
 
For more information, please contact the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community 
Development at 617-625-6600 x2500 or visit the City’s website on the Porter Square Section 
clicking here.  
 


