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Submitted by the City of Somerville
December 1, 2014

1



CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION
COVER PAGE

JoSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

1. PROIJECT INFORMATION
ProsecT Name:  Prospect Hill Park Design Services

ProsecT Location: Prospect Hill Park (corner of Prospect Hill Parkway and Monroe St)

LEGAL PROPERTY OWNER OF Recorp: City Of Somerville, MA

ONE SENTENCE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Rabilitate Prospect Hill Park and provide opportunities for historic interpretation and passive recreation.

Please indicate (X) the approved category(s) from your Eligibility Determination Form.

Open Recreational Historic Community
Space Land Resources Housin i
P (b|endedg ESTIMATED START DATE: Spring 2015
projects only)
Acquisition EsTMATED compLeTio pate: _NOV 2015
B @ 385,000

CPA FUNDING REQUEST:

Preservation

Support

I T
Rehabilitation/

Restoration X X

2. APPLICANT INFORMATION
APPLICATION NAME / OrGanization: City of Somerville, MA, Dept of Transportation & Infrastructure

CO-APPLICATION NAME / ORGANIZATION:

conTacT Person:  LUisa Oliveira, Senior Planner for Landscape Design

MaiLNG Appress: 23 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143

PHONE: emai: LOliveira@somervillema.gov

3. SIGNATURES

I (we) certify that all information provided in this entire submission is true and correct to the best of my (our) knowledge and
that no information which might reasonably affect funding has been excluded. | (we) authorize the Community Preservation
Committee and/or the City of Somerville to obtain verification from any source provided.

Name (printed)

Signature

Name (printed)

Date

Signature

For CPC UsE:

Date Received

Date

Date Reviewed

Date Applicant Notified
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ﬁRw;w
OSEPH A, CURTATONE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
MAYOR FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST '

Please check {¥') each item included in your submission, which should include the applicable items in the order listed below.

GENERAL;
Application Cover Page (form provided)

Submission Requirements Checklist (this form}
[2[ Narratives (prompts provided)

Project timeline: a project schedule showing all major milestones {i.e., study, design, environmental, permitting,
construction, etc.), including receipt of other funding sources

FINANCIAL:
Budget Summary {form provided)

Itemized budget of all project costs, including the proposed source for each cost

At least two written quotes for project costs. If quotes cannot be secured, detailed cost estimates may be used if a
thorough explanation of the estimates is included,

|:| Proof of secured funding (e.g., commitment letters or bank statements), if applicable

VISUAL:
MMap of the property location showing all features pertinent to the project, including current or future rapid transit
stations

MPhotos of the project site (not more than 4 views per site); include digital copies

OWNERSHIPfOPERATION {NON-CITY):
Documentation of site control or written consent of the property owner to undertake the project, if the owner is not the
applicant

|:| Certificate of Good Standing from the City, if applicable

[[] s01{c)(3) certification, if operating as a non-profit

|:| Purchase and sale agreement or copy of current recorded deed, if applicable

Letters of support from residents, community groups, other City boards, commissions, or departments, or from City,
state, or federal officials

c|%mumw SUPPORT (RECOMMENDED);

HisTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS:
Documentation that the project is listed on the State Register of Historic Places or a written determination from the
Somerville Historic Preservation Commission that the resource is significant in the history, archeology, architetture, or
culture of Somervilie.

|:| Photos documenting the condition of the property
|:| Report or condition assessment by a qualified professional describing the current condition of the property, if available.

PLANS AND REPORTS {IF AVAILABLE) -
[if available in 8% x 11, include in the application. If not, include separately, not bound to the application]

|:| Renderings, site plans, engineering plans, design and bidding plans, and specifications

|:| Applicable reports {e.g., 21E, historic structure report, appraisals, survey plans, feasibility studies). Note: for reports of
more than 10 pages, applicant may provide 2 copies, rather than 11.
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Prospect Hill Park
CPA Funding Application for Design Services

Narratives
December 2014

I. Project Description

1. Prospect Hill Park is located adjacent to the Prospect Hill Memorial Flag Tower and Observatory (the
Tower) at the corner of Munroe Street and Prospect Hill Parkway. It occupies an area of approximately
1.6 acres (71,400 Square feet). The Tower and the adjacent park, together, are a historic site that is also
a recreational asset of Somerville. 2. The site was the location of an important citadel, communication
point and encampment during the American Revolution and the Battle of Bunker Hill. It is also where
the first Grand Union flag of the United American Colonies was raised. Although the site has been
significantly altered since these events, the present park and the Tower are important place markers
that can serve to tell the history, significant both locally and nationally, that unfolded in Somerville. In
addition to its historic significance, the park provides a beautiful vista of the city and of Boston, and
provides important passive recreation. In a newly designed park and renovated Tower there will be
opportunities to educate the public about the historical significance of the site and the City’s role in a
the Revolutionary War, and to optimize the recreational features of the park. This project will provide
important public benefits as a park, an historical site and an educational resource.

3. CPA Priorities
This project is consistent with the intent of the CPA and meets many of its priorities, including:

General Priorities

Projects that are consistent with community values:

The Prospect Hill Park project is consistent with the community goals to enhance and preserve open
space and historic resources as identified in SomerVision, the City’s comprehensive plan. In addition, as
in all parks projects, the design will improve ADA accessibility and incorporate sustainable practices in
park design, storm water management practices and maximizing the environmental benefits of green
space. The project also addresses two or more CPA focus areas: historic preservation and open space.

Use CPA funding strategically:

In conjunction with proposed work on the Tower, the Prospect Hill Park will enhance the site and
incorporate ways in which the history of the site is told. As part of the RFP, the landscape designers will
devise a program of interpretation to reveal what happened on the site in 1775, and how the site came
to be today. In addition, the research component of this RFP will hopefully shed some light on the site’s
past or confirm or disprove what is already known. This this project could become a model for how the
City’s historic sites can educate visitors about the City’s history.

Open Space and Recreational Priorities
Prospect Hill Park is a rehabilitation of an existing recreational site that is in poor condition. (Priority 4) It



also creatively and coherently will combine passive recreation with historic education and preservation
through a creative interpretive system. (Priority 6).

Il. Financial

1. The City is committed to rehabilitating Prospect Hill Park and has already committed to paying for a
structural assessment of the retaining walls in the park. 2. This CPA funding request budget is based on
the design budget for similarly scaled projects. The RFP for design will include a site survey; historic
research including the potential for an archaeological dig that could better inform and confirm the
history of the site; as well as a landscape design to enhance the passive recreation program of the site
and provide interpretive features revealing the history of the site. A design firm that is experienced in
this type of project will be chosen for this site.

3. This Prospect Hill Park funding application is for design services, which includes a site survey and
historic research. Once a design has been finalized, the City will explore best funding sources. This may
or may not include a subsequent application for CPA dollars and/or grants that complement CPA
funding.

lll. Project Management

1. The applicant is the City of Somerville, the Department of Transportation & Infrastructure (T&I) within
the Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Community Development (OSPCD). 2. The Transportation
and Infrastructure Department is responsible for the design and construction of all of the City’s parks
and open spaces. 3. The parks and open space planners are experienced project managers in all phase
of landscape design and construction and oversee all the projects and public processes related to the
City’s open spaces. They will guide and inform the Landscape Architecture firm and the public process.

4-6. The City hopes to release an RFP for design services in late winter of 2015. There are no foreseen
barriers to the project and, like all City parks, it will be maintained by the City’s department of Public
Works.

IV. Historic Resource Rehabilitation Project

1. Although the landscape of Prospect Hill has not been designated on the National Register of Historic
Places, it is a local historic district. 2. The consultant chosen for this project will be directed to
familiarize themselves with the guidelines addressing cultural landscapes in the US Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The City’s project manager will work with the consultant to
assure that the project identifies what, of the park’s landscape is culturally or historically significant and
that great sensitivity is applied to protecting or teaching about it.



Prospect Hill Park
CPA Funding Application for Design Services
Project Timeline

Release RFP for Landscape Design Services

Late Spring 2015

Firm selected Summer 2015
Public process Summer/Fall 2015
Final Design November 2015
Construction Docs for Bid Winter 2015

Bid Process Winter 2015
Construction Spring 2016
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J/ CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
JOSEPH A_ CUR”T ATONE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
MAYOR FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION

BUDGET SUMMARY

ProecT Name: Prospect Hill Park

appLicant: City of Somerville, MA

SUMMARY OF PROJECT COSTS
Please include a complete itemized budget of all project expenses, including the proposed funding source for each expense, in

your submission.
PROPOSED SOURCE EXPENSES
STUDY SOFT COSTS* AcQUISITION | CONSTRUCTION** ToTAL

1 | Somerville CPA $ 10,000 |$ 75,000 |S S $ 85,000
2

3

4

5

6

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS $10,000 $75,000 $ $ $89,000

*Soft costs include design, professional services, permitting fees, closing costs, legal, etc.
** Construction includes new construction, preservation, rehabilitation, and/or restoration work

EXPLANATION OF FUNDING SOURCES
Please explain the status of each funding source (i.e., submitting application on X date, applied on X date, received award
notification on X date, funds on hand, etc.). For sources where funding has been awarded or funds are on hand, please include
documentation from the funding source (e.g., commitment letter, bank statement) in application packet

SOURCE SECURED? STATUS OF FUNDING SOURCE
(Yes/No)
2
3
4
5
6




Prospect Hill Park CPA Funding Application Budget
December 2014

Site Assessment
Structural/Civil Engineering Assessmewnt of Site Retaining Walls $4,000.00 City has paid

CPA FUNDING REQUEST
Historic Research
Archaelogical Reconnaissance Survey $10,000.00

Landscape Architectural Design Services
Site Survey $10,000.00

Design Process, including public meetings and schematic design to construction documents $65,000.00
includes all sub contractors required (engineering, lighting, etc)

Total Budget $89,000.00
CPA Request for Funding $85,000.00



Prospect Hill Park
Context Maps
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Prospect Hill Park
Site photos
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Prospect Hill Park
Site photos
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CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
JOSEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

November 18, 2014

Community Preservation Commission
93 Highland Avenue
Somerville, MA 02143

RE:  Support for projects funded through the Community Preservation Act
Dear Community Preservation Commission members,

The Somerville Historic Preservation Commission fully supports four projects the City of Somerville has
proposed to the Community Preservation Commission. These projects are: 1) restoration of Prospect Hill
Tower; 2) restoration of City Hall; 3) renovation of West Branch Library; and 4) National Register
nomination for the American Tube Works Complex,

These buildings and complex are historically and architecturally significant to the City of Somerville.
Prospect Hill Tower was constructed in the early 20" century to commemorate militia located at this site
during the Revolutionary and Civil wars. City Hall was constructed in 1852 as Somerville’s first high
school; town offices took over the building in 1872. Andrew Carnegie donated $25,000 in 1907 to
construct the West Branch Library, a high and Classical Revival style building. The American Tube
Works Company is credited as being the first in America to manufacture seamless tubes; as a
collection of buildings, their scale and architecture express the manufacturing purpose and
magnitude of the industrial process. Prospect Hill Tower, City Hall and the West Branch Library

are local historic districts; the American Tube Works was determined Significant by the HPC in
September.

The Historic Preservation Commission hopes the Community Preservation Commission will recognize
these to be valuable investments that will benefit the entire community. Thank you for your consideration
of these projects.

Sincersl

Dick
Som
cC: Georgt/l’roakis, Director of Planning, OSPCD

Stephen Vitello, Project Manager, Department of Public Works

Somerville

CITY HALL 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE & SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143
(617) 625-6600 EXT.25008 TTY: (617) 666-0001 ® FAX: (617) 625-0722 13
EMAIL: bwilson@somervillema.gov & www.somervillema.gov

2009 & %ﬂ

[y

Exfrey
T



Inventory No: SMV.901 i
Historic Name: Prospect Hill Tower and Observatory

Common Name: Memorial Flag Tower and Observatory

Address:

City/Town: Somerville

Village/Neighborhood:  Prospect Hill
Local No: 269

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Bailey, Ernest W.
Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Observatory; Other Park Structure
Significance: Community Planning; Military; Politics Government
Area(s): SMV.BA: Somerville Single Building Local Historic District

Local Historic District (10/31/1989); Preservation
Restriction (9/29/1999)

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

Designation(s):

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on:
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at 1:41: PM
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