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Historic Temple B’'nai Brith Fire Safety and Accessibility Project

Project Description
1. Describe the project, including the project location and the property involved.

The proposed historic preservation project would add a fire safety sprinkler system
and elevator to the 1922 Byzantine revival building at 201 Central Street, home of
Temple B’nai Brith.

2. Why is this project needed? How does it preserve and enhance the character of
Somerville? How does the project benefit the public? What population(s) will it serve? How will
the success of this project be measured?

Completed in 1922, our historic building atop Winter Hill has immense charm and
significance, but needs safety and accessibility updates. The building lacks a fire
safety sprinkler system to protect its interior, its Ark (saved from the North End of
Boston’s Beth Israel synagogue, demolished in 1920), its precious Torah scrolls, and
its congregants and visitors, in the event of fire. It also presents a serious challenge
and danger to anyone with mobility issues. It has three stories with steep steps,
restrooms located only in the basement, and the main worship space on the top
floor. The top floor sanctuary also has additional stairs to reach the bima, or stage,
presenting an added barrier for those participating in services. The four corner
staircases are very narrow or do not end in compliant safety exits.

This project’s success is measured in simple numbers. A fire safety system and
elevator will vastly increase the number of mobility-challenged people our
congregation can serve. Aged, infirm, and disabled people will be able to pray and
participate in our community. Another generation of congregants will not have to
forego the attendance of their loved ones at their baby namings, bar and bat
mitzvahs, and holiday celebrations, or be forced to hold their celebrations
elsewhere. We will be able to host programs for sister organizations such as Keshet
(Jewish LGBT advocacy) and Moshe Kavod House (young people engaged in Jewish
social justice activities), that require accessible buildings. We will provide increased
access for families with young children and especially infants in strollers, including
those attending Jewish and Family Children’s Service support groups for new
mothers. This project will be successful when our physical home aligns with the
welcoming spirit of our community.

This measurement of success also reveals that the project will serve the greater
public. In addition to our members, Somerville residents frequently attend
celebrations, lectures, and services at TBB, the only synagogue in the city. We hope
to provide greater access, comfort, and safety to everyone who comes through our
doors, and to serve an ever-larger portion of the community. Safety in this historic
building is the key aim in this proposal.

3. How does the project meet the general and category-specific priorities outlined in the



Community Preservation Plan?

CPA’s first priority is to increase accessibility: this project does precisely that, by
making it possible for all people to participate in our services and programs. For
our congregation, allowing everyone access regardless of their physical ability is an
extremely “crucial, longstanding need.” Although our building is not at abnormal
risk because of the care we take with it, the proposed fire safety sprinkler system is
a necessary protection for both the structure and the people who use it.

CPA’s second priority is to support sustainability, in the sense of preserving existing
and notable structures, to equip them to serve Somerville residents well into the
future. Preserving our historic building for its original purpose, ensuring its safety,
and increasing the number of people we can serve, will allow us, in turn, to further
update the building with more efficient systems and other sustainable
improvements.

The key to our project is to enhance building safety and accessibility, which
conforms to the CPA’s specific provision for historic preservation. In addition, the
language specifying uses for rehabilitation and restoration, to “make capital
improvements, or extraordinary repairs to make assets functional for intended use,
including improvements to comply with federal, state or local building or access
codes” is a perfect description of the project, which brings us closer to ADA
compliance and local fire safety code compliance.

Historic Temple B’nai Brith is well aligned with the community priorities laid out in
the Somervision Plan and the planning process for the Green Line Extension. The
synagogue is walkable to both the projected Gilman Square and Lowell Street Green
Line stations, and we look forward to drawing greater numbers of people once we
are served by improved public transportation. Our congregation has served
Somerville for more than 100 years: we deeply appreciate the city’s traditional
strengths, and embody its values of diversity, independent-mindedness, and civic
spirit. At the same time, we reach out to new residents, to help them understand the
city they have chosen, and to be a bridge between our congregation and the wider
community.

Financial

1. Describe all successful and unsuccessful attempts to secure funding and/or in-kind
contributions, donations, or volunteer labor for the project. Describe any cost-saving measures
to be implemented.

In 2007, the congregation undertook concerted research on how to make the
building accessible and safer, and began earnestly to fundraise for these purposes.
Working with then-current building codes, our architects advised us that the only
way to add an elevator to the structure was to create an addition at the back of the
building, and to renovate a previous addition as well as the old washrooms and
toilets. Between 2007 and 2008, we embarked on a capital campaign called “Project
Aliyah” (which in Hebrew means ‘going up’). For more information and a 10-minute
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video on this effort, please see http://www.projectaliyah.org. We raised $600,000
toward projected costs of $1.5 million to $2 million. This money was made up of a
few large donations, and many small ones, from current members as well as people
who had grown up in the congregation and long since moved away from Somerville.
Approximately $100,000 has been spent on architectural drawings and project
management fees. Unfortunately, though, the worldwide recession that began in
2008 dramatically slowed our fundraising success.

In the summer of 2009, the city made an unexpected announcement that it would
replace the water main on Central Street. A very brief window of opportunity
opened up to renovate the existing bathrooms and add a separate wheelchair
accessible facility. We pushed ahead, spending $300,000 of the designated Project
Aliyah funds. Our dreams of the new addition remained dear to us, but went on hold
for a few years as the recession continued.

In the spring of 2014, we decided to look again at what improved accessibility and
safety the now-$275,000 in the Project Aliyah fund could buy. Two extremely
experienced architects, Frank Valdes and Al Weisz, examined the building, our
previous plans, and the newest city building codes, critically with respect to fire
safety. They indicated that we should add an elevator within the existing footprint
of the building, in the little-used northeast staircase, at much lower cost and with
much less disruption than previously proposed, preserving this historic space and
its distinctive exterior.

The preliminary estimate from Dellbrook Construction for this revised elevator
configuration came to $368,000. Another $171,000 would pay for a full sprinkler
system. We are leveraging the work by completing the projects in tandem, to
protect our precious building, and to do everything feasible to maximize safety in
the event of an emergency.

We are committed to raise the remaining funds to complete this more modest
version of the project, and were encouraged when we realized how the new CPA
program might support this effort.

2. How was the total CPA funding request determined?

We estimated total costs, and subtracted the amount of funds we have already
raised. The congregation has made a commitment to continue fundraising until the
project is complete. Please see detail on the following page.



Temple B’'nai Brith Accessibility and Fire Safety Project
Budget estimates
Construction costs

Dellbrook Construction estimate $539,000
Elevator and sprinkler installation

Stair lift from sanctuary floor to bima level 5,500
Purchase and installation

Reconfiguration of basement offices and classrooms 46,000
400 square feet at $115 per square foot
(demolition, new walls, ceilings, electric)

Contingency 86,850
15% of construction cost

Soft costs

Architectural drawings and engineering fees 40,000

Construction Permit 10,780
$579k/1000 x 20

Total Estimated Cost $728,130

Funds on Hand

Fidelity Account 100,966

Century Bank Savings 143,738
Century Bank Checking 32,481
Total funds on hand $277,185
Costs less existing funds $450,945

We plan to get updated general contractor estimates from one or more of the firms who bid
on our previous plans in 2008, and to get an additional estimate from R. W. Sullivan for
electrical and fire protection.



3. Will the project require funding over multiple years? If so, please provide annual funding
requirements.

This project will not require repeated funding. Maintenance of the elevator and the
sprinkler system has been determined to be covered as part of regular building
maintenance costs well within the synagogue’s current operating budget.

Project Management

1. Describe the applicant. Are they public, private non-profit, private for-profit, an individual,
a partnership, or another type of entity? What is their history and background? Provide any
additional relevant information.

Historic Temple B’nai Brith thrives as a welcoming Jewish institution serving the
diverse population of Somerville and its neighboring cities and towns. Founded in
1903, the congregation numbers about 180 households, boasts a lively and
expanding children’s school and family programs, weekly Shabbat (sabbath) and
holiday services, extensive community education classes, and arts and cultural
programs. Members participate in and support community service programs such
as Somerville’s Walk for Homelessness, Respond, Community Cooks, and Family
Table (Boston’s Jewish food pantry). Congregation B’nai Birth is a founding member
of the Greater Boston Interfaith Council, a member of the Jewish Community
Relations Council, and actively engages in interfaith programs.

We are an independent congregation, unaffiliated with any of the major Jewish
denominations. Our culture is both deeply respectful of Jewish tradition and
learning and uncommonly welcoming to people of all backgrounds and family
configurations. Our Darshan, or teacher, Phil Weiss, has been our spiritual leader
since the mid-1980s. In 2010, we also hired our first full-time rabbi in forty years,
Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz. We continue to expand our programming and
membership, as well as to engage a new generation of Somerville residents.

Temple B'nai Brith is a religious institution, automatically considered tax-exempt
under section 501 (c) (3) of the tax code.

2. Demonstrate that the applicant has successfully completed projects of similar type and
scale or has the ability to complete the project as proposed.

In 1998, we completed our “Windows and Walls” project, for which we raised
$185,000 to renovate our beautiful sanctuary. In 2009, we upgraded our main
water line to support the proposed sprinkler system, and did a complete renovation
of our bathrooms. As explained above, we executed these projects, as well as
architectural and project management fees toward greater public accessibility, at a
cost of $400,000.

3. Identify and describe the roles of all known participants, including the project manager.



This project is directly overseen by the board of directors and executive committee
of Temple B’nai Brith. The co-chairs of the Safety and Accessibility committee are
Ms. Marilynn Sager and Mr. Frank Valdes, AIA. Also serving on the committee are
Mr. Al Weisz, AIA, Ms. Nancy Bernhard, Board President, Mr. Todd Kaplan, Board
Vice-President, Executive Director Lisa Gregerman, Ms. Rachel Grady, and Professor
David C. Bell.

The key project manager is Mr. Frank Valdes, AIA, of DiMella Shaffer. Frank has
worked for 10 years in the rehabilitation of historical buildings and structures. His
work has received numerous awards and recognition, including the Massachusetts
Historical Commission Preservation Award in 2010 from Secretary Galvin, the Paul
E. Tsongas Award in 2012 from Preservation Massachusetts, and the ]. Timothy
Anderson Award for Excellence in Historic Rehabilitation.

4, Describe the feasibility of the project and how it can be implemented within the timeline
and budget included in this application.

The project is realistic, cost effective, and actionable within the time provided. Its
feasibility can been seen in its simplification over time. The 2007 plan included an
elaborate addition to house an elevator and fire protection system, but also
additional bathrooms, offices, and classrooms, at great cost. The committee
constituted in 2014 was able to suggest a more cost-effective approach with little
impact to the building’s historical shell, while still achieving the main project goals.
This proposal recommends that the elevator be contained within the building’s
envelope, in place of an existing staircase. A complete code analysis shows
compliance with current egress standards. This location would require only
selective demolition of the stair core, relocation of some water and steam pipes, as
well as the addition of an elevator pit and foundations for the CMU (concrete
masonry unit) shaft walls. The project would also require reconfiguration of
existing basement offices and classrooms to create a path from the exterior door to
the elevator, but these changes are not structural.

The new elevator would connect all floors, for those in need of assistance or in a
wheel chair. An additional lift from the sanctuary floor level to the stage level would
allow full accessibility for participation in services. An accessible route to the
elevator on the lowest level from the exterior runs from the rear of the building, as
the finish floor and exterior grade is minimal. This approach would not require an
addition or any impact to the exterior envelope of the historic temple’s facade. The
elevator’s overrun would be contained within the existing roof attic crawl space.

This project has been developed and refined multiple times over the past seven
years. This latest version is by far the most feasible and cost-effective. We can
procure the construction documents for this phase in a period of two months and
start construction immediately once the building permit has been granted, for which
the design team sees no obstacles. The anticipated construction is estimated to take
three to four months. The fabrication of the elevator takes some lead time, which
could begin once we applied for the permit, as its review can take up to a month.



5. Describe any known or potential barriers to the successful on-time commencement and
completion of the project, including any permits or inspections required.

There are no known potential barriers to successful on-time commencement and
completion of the project, apart from having adequate funds to complete it. All the
usual permitting and inspections would be required, and we have done all we can to
anticipate, eliminate, and mitigate any potential barriers.

6. Describe any ongoing maintenance required and who will be responsible for it.

The ongoing maintenance for the elevator and sprinklers, comprised of routine care
and inspections, will be scheduled and supervised by the congregation’s Executive
Director.

Historic Resources Rehabilitation Projects

1. Describe how the proposed project complies with the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation, as required by the CPA legislation under the definition of
rehabilitation.

[t is important to note that this project renovation will comply fully with the U.S.
Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. The addition of a new compliant
elevator to provide ADA access to all floors will be contained within the interior of
the existing building shell, retaining and preserving the historical character of the
Temple’s exterior. The new elevator will be situated in an existing non-complaint
stair shaft. The existing stair has been deemed to be of no historical significance to
the interior. Over the past decades this stair has been modified and reconstructed,
rebuilt and chopped up such that no traces of its original design remain. The
elevator will take the place of the stairs with new floors built at each elevator stop.
Spaces adjacent to the elevator stop at each floor will not change, and the doors
leading to the old staircase will remain intact. The existing roof crawl space attic will
suffice to retain the elevator overrun within the building envelope, and the roof will
therefore all be preserved and retain its original form.

The fire safety protection in the form of fire sprinklers will assist in assuring the
continuous use and preservation of the historic temple for future generations, and
also greatly enhance the public safety of those future congregants and visitors. This
proposed change to the infrastructure will have minimal impact on the historical
integrity of the building.

2. Describe how the applicant will ensure compliance with these standards as the project is
ongoing, including an identification of who will make historic preservation determinations.

The project manager, Mr. Frank Valdes, AIA, of DiMella Shaeffer (see above Project
Management #3), will assure compliance with the U.S. Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Rehabilitation for the duration of the renovation from design through
construction.



Project Timeline

In order to minimize disruption to our congregational life, including our religious
school and fall holiday observance, it makes the most sense to complete heavy
construction in the summer months. We will spend 2015 completing the
fundraising, design, estimate, and permitting processes. We plan to begin
construction in the late spring of 2016.

The full design process will take two months.

The city’s Inspectional Services Division can take up to one month to issue a
construction permit.

We anticipate that construction will take up to four months.

Once the project is fully funded, we anticipate it will take seven months to complete.



Documents Provided, Temple B'nai Brith Fire Safety and Accessibility Project

General
Application cover page, checklist, narratives, timeline

Financial

- Budget summary form

- Dellbrook Construction estimate, 2014

- one-page comparison of three general contractor bids from 2008

- Vertical Lift price list

- proof of secured funding: copies of statements from Fidelity Investments and two
accounts with Century Bank

Visual
-map of property location on Somervision map showing Green Line Extension stops
-general photographs of the building

Ownership/Operation

-IRS statement about tax-exempt status for religious institutions
-Massachusetts Department of Revenue tax-exempt status

-copy of the recorded deed, 1916

Letters of Community Support
-Senator Patricia D. Jehlen

-Representative Denise Provost
Please note that the letters from Senator Jehlen and Representative Provost include the
figure of $300,000, which we provided to them. It was based on a bid for construction costs
only, before we incorporated the other necessary costs shown in our project budget.

-Alderman Tony LaFuente

-Alderman Mark Niedergang

-Daniele Levine, Executive Director of Community Cooks and former Development
Director of Respond

-Joshua Safdie, Architect specializing in accessibility, and Central Street neighbor

Historic Resources Projects

- City of Somerville Determination of Historic Significance

-photographs of the northeast stairwell, which we are proposing to demolish for the
elevator

Plans and Reports

-Four floor plans (basement, first floor, sanctuary, attic) with our proposed
accessibility upgrade

-Site plan and legend
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JosEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
FY15 FUNDING APPLICATION
BUDGET SUMMARY

ProsecT Name: Historic Temple B'nai Brith Fire Safety and Accessibility Project
Appucant: Nancy Bernhard, President, Board of Directors, Temple B'nai Brith

SUMMARY OF PROJECT COSTS

your submission.

Please include a complete itemized budget of all project expenses, including the proposed funding source for each expense, in

PROPOSED SOURCE EXPENSES
STUDY SOFT COSTS* AcQUISITION | CONSTRUCTION** ToTAL
1 | Somerville CPA S S $ $ $
2 | Previous donations -277,185
3 Somerville CPA 137,630 5,500 485,000 728,130
4
5
6
TOTAL PROJECT COSTS S S S S $450,945

*Soft costs include design, professional services, permitting fees, closing costs, legal, etc.
** Construction includes new construction, preservation, rehabilitation, and/or restoration work

EXPLANATION OF FUNDING SOURCES
Please explain the status of each funding source (i.e., submitting application on X date, applied on X date, received award

notification on X date, funds on hand, etc.). For sources where funding has been awarded or funds are on hand, please include

documentation from the funding source (e.g., commitment letter, bank statement) in application packet

SOURCE SECURED? STATUS OF FUNDING SOURCE
(Yes/No)
2 Previous donations to project Y Ready, bank statements included
3
4
5
6
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PROJECT PROJECT Add Elevator & Fire Protection to Temple
LOCATION LOCATION 201 Central Street, Somerville MA

DATE DATE April 16, 2014

Elevator Work Fire Protection

Construction Cost Estimate Breakdown

BASE BID Price Price Notes
Division 1 General Requirements S 3,000 S 3,000
Division 2 HazMat S 3,000 S 6,750
Division 3 Demolition S 13,200 S 6,000
Division 2 Special Foundation/Soil Conditions S 19,250 S -
Division 2 Earthwork S 7,500 S -
Division 2 Fencing & Site Furnishings S - S -
Division 2 Landscape S 500 S -
Division 3 Concrete and Underlayerment S 7,500 S 200
Division 4 Masonry and Veneer S 2,800 S -
Division 5 Structural Steel S - S -
Division 5 Misc. Metals S 3,000 S -
Division 6 Rough Carpentry S 8,825 S -
Division 6 Finish Carpentry S 3,250 S 15,000
Division 6 Closet Shelving S - S -
Division 7 Waterproofing & Damproofing S 3,000 S -
Division 7 Thermal Insulation & Moisture Protection S 2,800 S -
Division 7 Roofing S 750 S -
Division 7 Siding S - S -
Division 7 Applied Fireproofing S - S -
Division 7 Firestopping S 300 S -
Division 7 Joints and Sealants S 150 S -
Division 8 Doors, Frames and Hardware S - S 1,300
Division 8 Patio Doors S - S -
Division 8 Overhead Doors & Parking Equipment S - S -
Division 8 Storefronts & Glazing S - S -
Division 8 Windows S - S -
Division 9 Drywall S 13,808 S -
Division 9 ACT S - S -
Division 9 Flooring S 3,600 S -
Division 9 Painting & Wall Covering S 800 S 4,000
Division 10 Specialties S 1,410 S -
Division 10 Compactor & Chutes S - S -
Division 11 Appliances S - S -
Division 12 Cabinets S - S -
Division 12 Stone Counters S - S -
Division 12 Window Treatments S - S -
Division 13 Special Construction S - S -
Division 14 Conveying Systems - Elevators S 112,000 S -
Division 15 Fire Protection S - S 54,075
Division 15 Plumbing S - S -
Division 15 HVAC S 6,000 S -
Division 16 Electrical S 11,950 S 15,768

Trade Subtotal: + $ 228,393 3 106,093
Division 1 General Conditions S 91,142 S 42,337
Winter Conditions S - S -
Builders Risk S - S -
Construction Contingency S 23,965 S 11,132
Building Permits S 378 S 176
General Liability Insurance S 3,439 S 1,597
Payment and Perfomance Bond S - S -
General Conditions/Insurance/Bonds/Permits Subtotal: + $ 118,924 3 55,242
CM Overhead and Fees + $ 20,839 S 9,680
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST = $ 368,156 3 171,016




PROJECT PROJECT Add Elevator & Fire Protection to Temple

LOCATION LOCATION 201 Central Street, Somerville MA
DATE DATE April 16, 2014
Elevator Work Fire Protection
NOTES
1 Existing Floor Plans per Schnee Architects Feb. 16, 2014
2 Walk-thru, conceptual discussion of April 8, 2014
3 Elevator Scope
4 Select Demolition  North east stair to shaft, demo basment floor, remove wall for elevator front
5 Specialty foundation work  Under pinning exterior walls (makes two sides of elevator shaft
6 Earth Work  For pit, entry improvements for HCP access, repair landscape
7 Concrete Elevator pit/walls as one sided form
8 Masonry  Window to door opening at exterior
9 Misc Metals  Elevator pit/floor items
10 Carpentry Re-frame at stair (too narrow in short direction)
11 Finishes  Shaftwall construcition, patch floor, paint elevator wall front/ceiling
12 Equipment 3 stop standard Kone Eco, chair lift at Bimah
13 HVAC AC/DX unit for elevator control room
14 Electrical new 3 phase service, FA, Hall lighting
15  Fire Sprinkler Scope
16 Select Demolition  Misc wall cutting for exposed sprinkler, for hidden Santuary sprinkler
17 Concrete  Machine pad
18 Carpentry  Patching: drywall, flooring, ceilings, millwork
19 Sprinklers  Hidden at Santuary, attic dry, exposed all other areas
20 Electrical ~ FA tie in allowance
21
22
23
24
EXCLUSIONS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Mark Niedergang

29 Conwell Street, Somerville MA 02143, (617) 629-8033, m.niedergang@comcast.net

January 12, 2015

REVISED (Please replace my previous letter of 11/30/14 with this one.)

Community Preservation Committee
City of Somerville

City Hall, 93 Highland Avenue
Somerville MA 02143

Dear CPA Committee;

I write to support the application of Congregation B’nai Brith for funds to make our historic
building safer and more accessible.

First, I want to make clear that | am acting on my own behalf, in my personal capacity, and not
in any official capacity connected with my position in City government. | have been an active
member of Congregation B’nai Brith for 25 years. During that time | served for a year as its
Executive Director, on its Board for eight years, and for 10 years as a Sunday morning religious
school teacher.

As someone who has been a leader in Ward 5 for more than a decade, | have a strong interest in
maintaining vibrant community organizations in and around Ward 5 (Temple B’nai Brith is right
on the border of Ward 5) and in the City. Congregation B’nai Brith is a strong community
institution that contributes a great deal to the lives of many people in Somerville.

Congregation B’nai Brith is requesting funds to make our historic 1922 building safer and more
accessible. We are planning to add an elevator and to install a sprinkler system. We have been
working on this project for more than a decade now and it is one of our top priorities. While we
have raised significant funds and begun the work, due to the Great Recession and the fact that we
are not a wealthy congregation, we have not yet been able to complete it. We have already
raised more than $600,000 for this project, and done significant work to lay the foundation for
completing it, and need about $500,000 more to complete it.

Congregation B’nai Brith is a Jewish synagogue, but many non-Jews who are family members of
Jews participate in our activities and are members; our by-laws specifically allow this. Some of
the other Somerville community organizations we support with volunteer hours, donations of
food, and funds are: Respond, the Somerville Homeless Coalition, Community Action Agency of
Somerville and Somerville Community Corporation (we have been the leading fundraiser several
years running for the Save Our Homes Walk, and Community Cooks. We have a team of tutors
who have been working with students at the Healey School for more than half-a-dozen years.
Many of our children attend the Somerville Public Schools and many of their parents have been
involved in PTAs and have helped particular schools and strengthened the SPS.



We are a very welcoming congregation of about 180 families, and we are growing. We are the
largest and most significant Jewish institution in Somerville, and as such, we make Somerville a

more attractive and welcoming location for the many Jewish families and their friends who live
in Somerville.

Thank you for your consideration of this application.
Yours,

Mark Niedergang









CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS

MAYOR’S OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
JoOseEPH A. CURTATONE
MAYOR

MICHAEL F. GLAVIN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Determination of Historic Significance

For Historic Resource Projects Funded through the Community Preservation Act

To be determined eligible for Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding, a historic resource must either be listed
on the state register of historic places or be determined “significant in the history, archaeology, architecture or
culture” of Somerville by the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC). This report provides a recommendation to
the HPC through an analysis of the adopted “Guidelines for a Determination of Historic Significance.”

Site: 201 Central Street, Temple B’nai Brith
Applicant Name: First Church Somerville UCC
Recommendation: Significant

Date: October 21, 2014

HPC Vote: Significant (4-0)

1. Date of Construction

From the 2005 survey Form B:
The temple was constructed in stages between 1919 and 1923.

2. Cultural or Historic Association

This temple exemplifies the cultural and religious heritage of the City.

Excerpted from the Edward W. Gordon 2005 survey Form B:

Built between 1919-1923, the origins of Winter Hill's Temple B'nai Brith lie in the organization of
Somerville's Hebrew Educational Society in 1903. Somerville's Jews constituted one of the smaller
early twentieth century Boston area Jewish communities with less than 4,000 members around 1900.
Boston neighborhoods such as the North End, West End and South End became host to Jewish
immigrants whose combined population approached 65,000 by 1910. Between the 1920s and the
1950s, the Temple B'nai Brith was the major focus of activity for Jews living in Somerville and
Medford.

The basement of the synagogue was designed by W. L. Minor, while the main body of the building
was designed by S. S. Eisenberg. During the first half of the twentieth century, Eisenberg, designed a
number of apartment buildings in Brookline as well as the Fenway and Allston-Brighton

CiTY HALL @ 93 HIGHLAND AVENUE ® SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 02143
(617) 625-6600 EXT. 2500 @ TTY: (617) 666-0001 @ FAX: (617) 625-0722
www.somervillema.gov
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neighborhoods of Boston. S. S. Eisenberg was a partner in the firm of Eisenberg and Feer between c.
1926 and 1945.

Temple B'nai Brith also has significant historical associations with Rabbi Isadore Singer, an
important Jewish theologian long associated with Beth El Synagogue in Manhattan Beach, New York
who began his career at Temple B'nai Brith in Somerville during the mid-1920s.

The synagogue's location was chosen so it would be convenient for both the Jews of Somerville and
Medford. The estimated cost of the B'nai B'rith synagogue in 1919 was $50,000. Of that figure,
$10,000 was earmarked for the construction of the basement A Somerville Journal article written in
December, 1921, noted that the building's first floor would contain classrooms, clubrooms, a banquet
hall and kitchen, while the second floor would be occupied by an assembly and ballroom. The third
floor was slated to be "the synagogue proper."

Upon its completion in the spring of 1925, Temple B'nai Brith's congregation encompassed 500
families drawn from Somerville, Cambridge, Medford, Arlington and other nearby communities. Two
years later, an article in The Somerville Journal described the building as "a striking example of
Byzantine architecture. The interior of the temple is finished in dark woods, in keeping with the style
of the period, and the walls are of Artex, rough stipple plaster. A large assembly room, Covenant Hall,
is on the ground floor, which is used for social purposes. Above this is the auditorium, the most
striking feature being the large Ark, which was secured from B'nai Israel of Boston (in 1915). This
ark, which is probably the oldest one in the vicinity, is entirely hand carved, and for many years stood
in the synagogue at Bowdoin Square, Boston. In it are kept the scrolls of the Law."

Fast-forwarding to the mid- 1970s, the future prospects of the B'nai Brith Synagogue as a house of
worship were grim with a membership of only 25 people. The congregation struggled to have a
minyan or the requisite ten people needed to conduct a service. The social life surrounding any
religious community was gone, including the dinners that so many members looked forward to from
week to week. The building fell into disrepair and the once vibrant congregation nearly folded as their
members died or retired to warmer climates. According to long-time member Lucy Mabel, the thought
of closing down and joining Medford's Temple Beth Shalom was entertained for a time.

During the 1980s, B'nai B'rith's congregation experienced a reversal of fortune, thanks in part to the
efforts of Morris and Ada Kleiman. The couple persuaded the temple's darshan or spiritual leader, to
stay. They ferried people to Saturday services via their own vehicle and wrote the religious society's
newsletter and generally made members feel welcome.

By 1995, the congregation embraced 400, adult members with as many as 50 actively involved in the
building committee. Since the 1990s volunteer efforts have been focused on raising money to repair
and preserve the building.

Today, Temple B'nai Brith is home to an independent egalitarian congregation with historic roots in
the Conservative movement. Described as "small and evolving," the congregation welcomes
newcomers, no matter what their level of knowledge about Judaism. The congregation is fortunate to
have such a beautiful and spacious building that houses the William and Saul Zidel Library, small
meeting rooms and classrooms, as well as the Blumsack Chapel — all located at the lower level. The
building also encompasses Nissenbaum Hall, a commodious facility used for celebrations, as well as
the sanctuary with its beautiful woodwork, furnishings and lighting fixtures.
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3. Architectural/Design Quality

This church embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction;
represents a distinguishable entity; and represents an established and highly visible feature of the
neighborhood and City within the urban landscape.

From the Edward W. Gordon 2005 survey Form B:

Built in 1919-1925, the B'nai Brith Synagogue is the finest example of a Byzantine Revival
ecclesiastical building in Somerville. The synagogue is constructed of buff brick with limestone
facings and cast stone trim. Preserved within the interior of the building is much original woodwork
and lighting fixtures, as well as the large Ark secured from Boston's B'nai Israel Synagogue just
prior to its 1915 demolition.

Possessing a distinctive, compact rectangular form, the synagogue measures three-bay's by-five-bays.
Rising four-stories from a cast stone basement to flat-roofed structural components, the tripartite
main facade features a trio of arched entrances set off by cast stone enframements. Access to the
entrances is provided by a broad flight of concrete steps. The steps are flanked by high shouldered
masonry components. Rising from atop these flanking components are original lighting fixtures in
the form of tall cast stone columns supported by milk glass globes.

The center pavilion is characterized by a shallow three-bay projection from the main body of the
building. Cast stone piers define the edges of the broad entrance bay. Flanking the entrance bay are
narrow walls pierced by a single narrow window at each of their three stories. Above the arched
entrances are three recessed panels that rise to the curving line of an arch. Set off by cast stone wall
surfaces, the buff brick panels are pierced by a center, circular stained glass window depicting the
Star of David. The circular window is flanked by narrow arched windows. The center pavilion
culminates in a broad, low arch. At the apex of the arch are two round-arched cast-stone panels which
depict an open prayer book. Set back behind the center pavilion and rising from the center of the
segmental arched pediment. The center, three-story component is flanked by crenellation in evidence
atop the narrow flanking bays. Ranged across the five bay side walls piers are corner pier-like
structural components providing the structure vertical accents as well visually separating the
tripartite windows at the first and second stories; these windows surmount rectangular brickwork
panels. The tripartite windows of the side walls culminate in arches.

4. Integrity

The National Park Service defines historic integrity as the ability for a historic resource to convey
significance. A historic resource should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or contain
the values and qualities for which it is judged significant.

National Register eligibility as determined by Edward W. Gordon for the Somerville Historic
Commission in 2005: The Temple B’nai Brith satisfies Criteria A and C and is eligible for individual
listing on the National Register of Historic Places as well as a contributing historic property to a
potential Winter Hill N. R. H. P. District.

There have been no alterations or changes to the building since it was surveyed in 2005.
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201 Central Street, 2014 Photo



From Rabbi’s office toward NE stair

Bottom of NE stair, note lack of egress.



Basement to first floor, NE stair

First to second floor, NE stair
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