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List of Somerville Women’s History Award Winners and Event Speakers (2006-14)

2006 Unsung Heroine Bonny Carroll Family & Children Advocate, Human Services Dept, City of
Somerville

2006 Best Service Provider to Women Council on Aging Cindy Hickey, Director of Council on Aging

2006 Keynote Speaker Sandra McGoldrick President/CEO, Winter Hill Bank

2005 First March Women’s History Reception (held at City Hall)--no award presentation

Women’s History Month Reception

From March 2005, the Somerville Commission for Women has celebrated March Women’s History Month with a reception. Starting in 2006, the
Commission began presentations of awards for the Best Service Provider to Women to an organization and the award for Woman of Excellence to
a Somerville woman. The reception has grown through the years an now is a highlight of the year for the commission with announcements of
new commissioners, a review of the past and upcoming commission work, presentation of awards, and lovely refreshments. Elected officials,
Somerville Police Department, community leaders, and commissioners all attend to support the event which has been held annually at the
Visiting Nurses Association since 2006. The 25 Anniversary special event is scheduled for Wednesday, March 19" 2014 in the East Somerville
Community School.

Best Service Provider to Women

Each year, the Somerville Commission for Women selects a service provider to Somerville women that has an excellent record in the community
for serving women. The 25 Anniversary Best Service Provider to Women Award is a presentation to an agency that has had a significant impact
to Somerville women and the entire community over the course of the full 25 years of the Somerville Commission for Women.

Woman of Excellence

The Somerville Commission for Women is very pleased to recognize each year a woman that exemplifies a model of service to Somerville’s
women and entire community. The 25t Anniversary Woman of Excellence Award is a presentation to a woman who has had a significant impact
to Somerville women and the entire community over the course of the full 25 years of the Somerville Commission for Women.
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Past Best Service Providers to Women Award Past Women of Excellence Award
2006-2014 Recipients

Helen Corrigan (2014)
Marylin Eastwood (2013)
Regina Bertholdo (2012)
Mary Louise Daly (2011)
Lisa Brukilacchio (2010)
Katie Wallace (2009)
Stella Downie (2008)
Debbie Higgins (2007)
Bonny Carroll (2006)

Boston Area Rape Crisis Center (2014)

Somerville Public Libraries (2013)

CASPAR (2012)

Somerville Police Department Family Services (2011)
Somerville Community Partnership for Children (SCPC) (2010)
Somerville Homeless Coalition (2009)

Recreation Department (2008)

Brazilian Women’s Group (2007)

Council on Aging (2006)
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2014 Award Recipients

HELEN CORRIGAN is awarded the Somerville Commission for Women’s 25th Anniversary Woman of Excellent Award because she served
the City of Somerville as Alderman at Large from 1985 to 1995, served on the Board of Directors of the Somerville-Cambridge Elder Services,
Somerville Living Wage Committee, and the Somerville Board of Health. Helen has been the assistant to the business manager to the
Somerville Community Corporation for six years and is the vice president of the Board of Trustees for the Somerville Home.

THE BOSTON AREA RAPE CRISIS CENTER is awarded the Somerville Commission for Women’s 25th Anniversary Best Service to Women
Award because BARCC has served the Greater Boston area including Somerville since 1973. The agency has provided a hotline to for rape
survivors and their families and loved ones. They offer round clock medical advocacy, individual and group counseling, legal advocacy,
training to organizations and communities, policy development, and the critical round the clock hotline. It is the shared goal of BARCC and
SCW to end sexual violence through healing and social change.

2013 Award Recipients

MARYLIN EASTWOOD is awarded the 2013 Woman of Excellence Award because she directs the English as a Second Language program
with grace and skill, creates programming that is inviting to diverse communities and families at the East Branch Library, and makes the
library a comfortable place for youth after school.

SOMERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARIES is awarded the 2013 Best Service Provider to Women Award because it has made major strides to be a
vibrant component to individuals, families, kids, teens, and women’s lives. Women receive so much form the library when they themselves
can benefit from programming but also have a place for their whole family. During these very difficult financial times, the Library has strived
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to be comprehensive in job search assistance, language improvement, homework help, community engagement, baby care and child rearing
programming, and loving books.

2012 Award Recipients

CASPAR is awarded the 2012 Best Service Provider to Women Award for the agency’s overall service for drug addiction, recovery, and
support for family reunification. One program, especially, the Women’s Day Program has focused on pregnant women through the process
of drug addiction recovery. This program serves an important service in our community and plays an integral part in the lives of mothers and
children. CASPAR provides services to women in Cambridge that we also appreciate at Woman’s Place.

REGINA BERTHOLDO is awarded the 2012 Woman of Excellence Award. Regina has worked for many years on behalf of immigrants with a
special eye and expertise to immigrant women at the Parent Information Center but also in the Brazilian Women’s Group. The Commission
appreciates both her collaborative and leadership efforts in Somerville.

2011 Award Recipients

MARY LOUISE DALY is awarded the 2011 Woman of Excellence Award. Mary Louise Daly is a former CAAS board member and has been a
tireless advocate for affordable housing for all. One way that Mrs. Daly has addressed this issue is through the formation of the annual Save
Our Homes Walk, which partners with Somerville Homeless Coalition, Somerville Community Corporation, Cambridge Somerville Legal
Services and CAAS. Additionally, Mrs. Daly is a founding member of the Clarendon Hill Towers Tenants’ Association, which worked to
purchase the property for tenant management.

SOMERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT FAMILY SERVICES is awarded the 2011 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The Somerville Police
Department’s Domestic Violence Unit is a long time resource for women and families in Somerville whether one needs support in obtaining a
restraining order or has experienced domestic violence and needs assistance. The Unit is also responsible for collaborating with the
Middlesex County DA and community allies for protecting those most at risk of serious violence in family relationships.

2010 Award Recipients

SOMERVILLE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN (SCPC) is awarded the 2010 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The SCPC
has been an essential service provider to women over the years to support parents in search of quality child care, training to early
childhood staff, mental health consultations, find play-groups and other services, and so much more in early childhood services.
The SCPC is directed by Nomi Davidson. The program has worked on topics like bullying in school workshops, high energy children, practical
approaches, raising children in a violent world, and getting ready for school.
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LISA BRUKILACCHIO is awarded the 2010 Woman of Excellence Award. Lisa is the director of the Somerville Community Health Agenda for
Cambridge Health Alliance and collaborates with Shape Up Somerville, the Somerville Health Department, and the Youth Workers Network.
Lisa Brukilacchio as been an active Somerville resident in her ownright while also serving her community professionally in different
roles over the years. Lisa helped found the Somerville Community Growing Center, was a key liaison between the Somerville
agencies and Tufts University, and now is the Director of the Somerville Community Health Agenda for the Cambridge Health
Alliance.

2009 Award Recipients

KATIE WALLACE is awarded the 2009 Woman of Excellence Award. Katie has been serving on the SCW for ten years and the chair for more
than half of those years. She’s been a dedicated advocate for women, social justice, and issues that impact the lives of women and their
communities. The SCW would like to honor all the years of service as Katie passes on the role of chair to another and takes a step back as
such an active participant on the Commission. Katie has been a great support during the ups and downs the Commission has experienced
with staff and the numbers of Commissioners. She’s always been thoughtful and engaged in the decision making of where to put the
energies of the Commission and staff. At times, Katie was the sole surviving active member of the Commission. She’s very discerning on the
key issues that are impacting women and gives her time selflessly on behalf of these issues with the Commission. Katie is well-known in the
community for many of her efforts for community engagement and working with others to develop a new political force—the Progressive
Democrats of Somerville (PDS). She’s given considerable amounts of time to assist new people as candidates for office.

SOMERVILLE HOMELESS COALITION is awarded the 2009 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The SHC is a vital resource for agencies
and residents alike to rely on in homelessness prevention, stabilization, as well as assisting people out of homelessness. Families and
individuals can rely on the experts at the SHC to have detailed information to tap for the many programs, shelters, and financial supports
available to different categories of recipients. Many agencies and individuals report how they received critical support from the SHC.

2008 Award Recipients

STELLA DOWNIE is awarded the 2008 Woman of Excellence Award. Stella serves as Director of Special Programs for the Center for Teen
Empowerment and is a recipient due to her commitment to community involvement and youth leadership. Teen Empowerment is a non-
profit organization inspiring young people to affect positive change in their communities.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT is awarded the 2008 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The Somerville Recreation Department was
honored for their outstanding programming and encouragement of community awareness. Recreation Superintendent Jim Halloran, and
staff members Karen Harrington, Donna Callahan, and Carol Lane accepted the award on behalf of the department.
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2007 Award Recipients

BRAZILIAN WOMEN’S GROUP is awarded the 2007 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The Brazilian Women’s Group is selected as
the recipient of the Best Service Provider to Women Award because the group works to provide educational opportunities, teach English
language skills to members, give emotional support to Brazilian families, inform the community about critical events including social,
political and cultural, as well as provide leadership and organization. The group works very hard as representatives of the Brazilian
women and larger Brazilian community but also for the immigrants’ voice in Somerville. They are effective leaders in the community.

DEBBIE HIGGINS is awarded the 2007 Woman of Excellence Award. Debbie was voted in a city-wide survey to be Somerville's Unsung
Heroine. She received the award from the Somerville Commission for Women at their 2nd Annual Reception for Women's History Month.
The event is organized to celebrate and congratulate all of the agencies and people who work so hard for Somerville. SCW also awards the
Somerville Best Service Provider Award. [Quoting from Boston Globe, March 4, 2007] "Stephen and Debby Higgins would do everything in
their power to make sure Brian had the fullest life possible. "For the nine years he was alive, he went everywhere with his parents, despite
being blind, in a wheelchair, and unable to speak or eat on his own. "When Brian died in 2002, his parents knew they wanted to use what
they had learned about having a special needs child to help others. ""Alderman Bruce Desmond, a friend, suggested they create a trivia fund-
raiser . On March 22, they will host the fifth annual Brian Higgins Trivia Night, when more than 700 people are expected to compete in a
contest that is expected to raise $25,000 for local special needs kids and their families."

2006 Award Recipients

COUNCIL ON AGING is awarded the 2006 Best Service Provider to Women Award. The CoA is a resource for all our elders and families in
Somerville to find community, be engaged, receive support and services, eat a hearty meal, and join in with the greater City of Somerville.
The staff and volunteers work to make the CoA a welcoming place for our senior citizens and develops lots of healthy and enjoyable
programs for women.

BONNY CARROLL is awarded the 2006 Woman of Excellence Award. Bonny is Somerville's retired director of Human Services and the Family
Advocacy Program. She retired this past Fall after almost 20 years of service. It all started when the former resident of Somerville public
housing and single mother of four children was approached by a Head Start worker many years ago and inspired Carroll to start working to
help other women in the projects gain their high school equivalency diplomas. Carroll went on to earn her own GED and worked to start the
first day care center in Somerville. Bonny later began to direct the Council for Children and co-host "Raising Families", a program to reach
single moms and provide easy access to advice on raising families. Now, she is working in Malden for One Family Scholar, a nonprofit group
helping individuals become economically independent. Bonny Carroll is a beloved figure of Somerville and well known to stop whenever
she can to talk with folks who ask her advice. In addition, she continues to host the Somerville cable program, "Raising Families." Somerville
is better off thanks to Bonny and we're very pleased to share her story.



