
Current conditions of 204 Summer Street, Somerville, MA 
! With faded community commemorative mural of Robert Hardy III, painted circa 1985

Non conforming structure with 2 dwelling units in former storefront / commercial building 
Property re zonded RB in 1996, purchased by owner in 1996.  

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29



Rendering of Proposed Improvements at 204 Summer Street, as seen from Summer Street 
Second story addition of third dwelling unit (2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom)
Re-invigorated front facade with new windows and doors
Improved landscaping

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Ted Smith, Architect

Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29



Rendering of Proposed Improvements at 204 Summer Street, as seen from Lowell Street 
Second story addition of third dwelling unit (2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom)
10’11” x 16’18” rear addition 
Resurfaced driveway with permeable pavers
Improved landscaping

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Ted Smith, Architect

Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29
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EXISTING MASONRY STRUCTURE
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Visual survey of converted storefronts, commercial and industrial buildings 
within 10 minute walk from 204 Summer Street now used for residential, 
home office or alternative business use.  

a. 56 Vernon St
b 193 Cedar St
c. 276 Highland Ave
d. 15 Waldo Ave

e. 244 Summer St
f. 208 Summer St
g. 476 Medford St
h. 221 Highland Ave

a

b

c d

e f

g

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Ted Smith, Architect

Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29

h



Renovated Storefronts and former Storefront buildings that provided inspiration for new front 
facade of proposed renovation at 204 Summer

a.  99 Beacon St, Somerville, MA !! ! !    c. 204 Summer St, Proposed renovation
! b. 783 Somerville Ave, Somerville MA                              d. 204 Summer St, Current conditions

a

b

c

d

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Ted Smith, Architect

Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29



Neighborhood Engagement and Community Interaction

Letters of introduction describing the restoration of the Robert Hardy III Community 
Commemorative Mural and the proposed improvements at 204 Summer Street have been 
distributed throughout the neighborhood on 3 occasions. (2/19, 4/12, 4/19).  To date Baring-Gould 
has met and shared plans with 34 neighbors who own and reside in property within 300’ of 204 
Summer Street. 

Laura Baring-Gould, Owner & Resident
Ted Smith, Architect

Zoning Board Application #ZBA 2014-29

Greeting Neighbors,

I am in the process of submitting plans to renovate my home at 204 Summer Street in the old storefront at 
the corner of Summer and Lowell Streets.  The new plans are exciting - a narrow addition on the current roof 
with solar panels, and a small addition in the back.  The driveway will be resurfaced with permeable paving 
with entirely new landscaping - a huge improvement!!  The space has been an eyesore which you have all 
experienced for years - and the work is long overdue.  Finally, I can now make these changes.  I am thrilled! 

This process requires that I apply for a special permit from the Somerville Office of Strategic Planning and 
Community Development through the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Sharing plans with abutters is an important 
part of this process.   I would love to discuss my plans with you and see what you think! 

Please let me know if I could briefly (10 -15 minutes ) meet with you to discuss drawings and plans.  Feel free 
to contact me at the numbers or email below to let me know a good time to come over and visit!

As part of the renovation, we are also planning to restore the weathered commemorative community mural 
of Robert Hardy III, a neighborhood boy who grew up across Summer Street.  Robert was a bright light and 
inspiring Somerville force, and his family equally warm and great.  It is an important local landmark, and I am 
really excited that we can restore the mural!

Please feel free to call or email me at the numbers below to let me know when might be best to introduce 
this project.

I hope you are enjoying this fabulous Spring!

Thanks,  

Laura Baring-Gould 
204 Summer, rear (To visit, come to the rear of the building along Lowell)
Home: (617) 625-7406   •   Cell: (617) 947-9580  • Email:  Laura@laurabaringgould.com

To see some of my work, please visit laurabaringgould.com or EdwardEverettSquare.org
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