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 P R O C E E D I N G S 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Alright. Well, 1 

good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen.  My name is Shawn 2 

Holland.  I am the Project Manager for the 3 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation, Project 4 

Management Section.  I have been assigned this 5 

project here in Somerville, the Beacon Street 6 

Project.  Before we begin the Hearing, just a couple 7 

of housekeeping matters.  There is an attendance 8 

sheet here if you want to sign in and be part of the 9 

official record.  We also have a handout here that 10 

people can pick up.   11 

  Just to give you a little background on the 12 

format of this Public Hearing, first I will give you 13 

a little background of this Public Hearing, why we 14 

are having it, what we hope to get out of it.  Then I 15 

will ask our Right-of-Way Section to explain the 16 

right-of-way requirements.  There are some temporary 17 

easements needed for this project.  There are some 18 

federal laws and regulations pertaining to securing 19 

those easements.  We will have the consultant, DCI, 20 

give a technical presentation, and then we will open 21 

it for questions and comments. 22 

  First, I would like to introduce a few 23 

individuals here tonight.  We have a number of 24 



 6 
 

 

 
 ATM, Inc 
 339-674-9100 

individuals from our MassDOT District 4 Office.  They 1 

are over here.  I won't go through each and every 2 

name.  We have people from our Right-of-Way Office.  3 

We have people from our Highway Design Section, our 4 

Environmental Section.  We have Joe here from 5 

Arlington Typing service, who will be making a 6 

transcript of tonight's Public Hearing, and we have 7 

the consultant, DCI, and we have several city, 8 

several representatives. 9 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 10 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Oh, and excuse, 11 

we have Senator Jehlen somewhere here.  Oh, thank you 12 

Senator.  I would like to open up the Public Hearing, 13 

to let you know that this Public Hearing was actually 14 

advertising, a legal notice was advertised in several 15 

newspapers.  For the record, it was advertised in The 16 

Boston Globe on January 21st and 28th.  It was 17 

advertised in the Somerville News on January 23rd and 18 

30th, and it was advertised in the Somerville Journal 19 

on January 24th and 31st.  A copy of this Legal 20 

Notice is in the handout that was circulating. 21 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 22 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Alright.  Just 23 

to give a little background, the purpose of the 24 
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hearing tonight is to have the City of Somerville 1 

make a presentation of their latest design.  What we 2 

would like to do after that presentation is to hear 3 

any comments you may have, answer any questions you 4 

may have, if possible.  What we would like to do, and 5 

want the City to do, is to take under advisement your 6 

comments and suggestions.   7 

  Right now, the project is at twenty-five 8 

percent design.  They have not been approved.  It is 9 

still an ongoing process.  I know a number of 10 

suggestions have been made to the City, and the City 11 

is looking into those.  Once we can all come to 12 

agreement on the twenty-five design, the project will 13 

start moving forward to what we call the seventy-five 14 

and the hundred percent design, and eventually final 15 

design.  The goal is to try to get this design 16 

completed by the end of this year and, hopefully, 17 

advertise the project next fall. 18 

  The Beacon Street Project is actually being 19 

initiated by the City of Somerville and they are 20 

designing the project.  The City has secured federal 21 

and state funding for the project and, as such, 22 

MassDOT and the Federal Highway Administration needs 23 

to review all the design submissions.  We need to 24 
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review the right-of-ways that are being secured for 1 

the project.  We need to review the environmental 2 

permitting and we also have a public participation 3 

process, which is pretty much, normally, one public 4 

hearing.  Occasionally, we will have more than one 5 

public hearing. 6 

  I know this project has generated a lot of 7 

interest.  I have gotten a lot of phone calls.  I 8 

have gotten emails.  I have been copied on letters to 9 

the City and to the Federal and State officials.   10 

  I was at the meeting last week.  I thought 11 

it was a very interesting and productive meeting.  I 12 

noticed that a lot of different interest groups we 13 

there.  We had the residents.  We had the business 14 

owners.  We had the bicycle advocates.  We had some 15 

pedestrian advocates.  So, you know, there's a lot of 16 

different interests involved in this project, and I 17 

think one of the challenges the City is facing is to 18 

come up with a design that hopefully meets most 19 

people's concerns and needs.   It is a difficult 20 

task. 21 

  What the City is undertaking is what we 22 

call a Complete Street Design and Engineering 23 

Program.  Essentially what it is, is it recognizes 24 
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that a lot of different interest groups uses these 1 

streets and byways.  Again, we have bicyclists, 2 

pedestrians, transit users.  A lot of different 3 

people use the street and sidewalks. 4 

  The problem is, a lot of times in areas 5 

like this, in Somerville and a lot of communities, 6 

there is a limited right-of-way, and trying to build 7 

everything is that right-of-way is very difficult and 8 

challenging.  There is, a lot of time, no right or 9 

correct design.  What we normally ask the cities and 10 

towns to do is look at various design alternatives 11 

and try to come up with what they think is the best 12 

design that serves the general public.    13 

  Just to let you know, people at MassDOT, a 14 

lot of us live in this area.  Some of us were born 15 

and raised in Somerville, or abutting communities.  A 16 

lot of us bicycle to work, travel down Beacon Street. 17 

 I, personally, frequent a lot of the businesses in 18 

the area, The Thirsty Scholar, O'Sullivan's, Dali's. 19 

 I grew up in Medford.  I know the parking situation 20 

in Somerville and a lot of these abutting 21 

communities.  It is a very sensitive issue.   22 

  So, I just want people to understand, we 23 

are not in Boston.  We are not far removed.  Again, 24 
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we are aware of these issues.  We grew up in this 1 

area.  We work in this area.  We bike in the area.  2 

We do frequent the businesses.  So, we understand 3 

people's concerns and needs, and I just want people 4 

to understand that.  A lot of times, people think we 5 

are engineers and we are far removed, but we are not. 6 

 Again, we are very familiar with these issues, and 7 

we appreciate the concerns that people have, and the 8 

needs that they have. 9 

  To get going on the formal part of the 10 

hearing, first, I would like to have the Right-Of-Way 11 

Section explain the Federal and State Law pertaining 12 

to Right-Of-Way, and then, again as I mentioned, we 13 

will have DCI give a presentation, and then we will 14 

open it up for questions and comments.  If there are 15 

a lot of questions and comments, I think what we will 16 

do to provide some order is, we will have people come 17 

around this end here, stand in line, and they can 18 

make a presentation, use the microphone so everybody 19 

can hear, if people have no objection to that.  It is 20 

pretty hard to pick and choose people to get up and 21 

ask questions.  So, if you don't mind, I would like 22 

to have people just come around here and form a line, 23 

and then you can ask your question or provide 24 



 11 
 

 

 
 ATM, Inc 
 339-674-9100 

comments.     1 

  So, then I will turn it over to Craig 2 

Sheehan, who is from our Right-Of-Way Section, and he 3 

will give a little presentation, and then we will 4 

open it up to DCI.  Craig. 5 

  CRAIG SHEEHAN:  Thank you, Shawn.  This is 6 

a legal document, so it reads really dry, so I 7 

apologize in advance, but it must be read. 8 

  When the Commonwealth, acting through the 9 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation indicated 10 

it would accept this project for funding under the 11 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, your 12 

municipality accepted certain responsibilities.  One 13 

of those responsibilities is to acquire all the 14 

necessary rights in public and private lands for the 15 

design, construction and implementation of this 16 

project.  My function is to review and recommend 17 

procedures that your municipality will utilize in 18 

acquiring these rights. 19 

  The procedures used must comply with both 20 

State and Federal regulations.  The current design 21 

plans indicate that ninety-nine temporary easements 22 

may be required.  Your municipality may acquire the 23 

needed rights through a combination of donations, 24 
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eminent domain, deed grants, permits or right-of-1 

entries.  Frequently, local municipalities will 2 

appeal for donations.  Donation procedures minimize 3 

the acquisition cost for your community.  Donations 4 

and rights-of-entries are not required and property 5 

owners are entitled to an appraisal and just 6 

compensation.  This project cannot be advertised 7 

until the new proposed right-of-way is secured and 8 

the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's 9 

Right-of-Way Bureau issues a Right-of-Way 10 

Certificate.   11 

  Affected property owners' rights are 12 

protected under our Massachusetts General Laws, 13 

primarily Chapter 79 and, because this project is 14 

receiving Federal funds, the property owners' rights 15 

are further defined under Title III of the Real 16 

Property Acts of 1970, as amended.   17 

  I will be happy to answer any general 18 

questions concerning the Right-of-Way activities 19 

during the open forum, and I will be available after 20 

the hearing for any specific questions you may have. 21 

 Thank you. 22 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Thank you, 23 

Craig.  Next, I would like to ask DCI, I think, 24 
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David, do you want to give the presentation?  And I 1 

ask you if you could please just hold off on your 2 

questions and comments until Dave completes his 3 

presentation.  Thank you. 4 

   DAVID GIANGRANDE:  Good evening.  For 5 

the record, I am David Giangrande.  I am a 6 

Professional Engineer.  I am a Principal at Design 7 

Consultants, located here in Somerville, 8 

Massachusetts, and I see a lot of familiar faces.  We 9 

have had a number of community meetings on this 10 

project, but I do have to touch a certain number of 11 

bases even though it might be redundant to a lot of 12 

you.  13 

  So, the first thing I want to start with is 14 

the project limits.  I think everybody is familiar 15 

with Beacon that is here tonight.  In the northwest, 16 

in this general area, that is Oxford.  It crosses at 17 

Park Street, and also down here at Washington, all 18 

the way in the southeast to the Cambridge City line. 19 

  There is a long and significant history 20 

with this project, and I think it warrants just a 21 

quick review.  The project did proceed to seventy-22 

five percent design in 2004.  The project was put on 23 

hold until 2011, and then, because so much time had 24 
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passed between seventy-five percent design and 1 

reigniting this project, the Commonwealth of 2 

Massachusetts and their DOT asked that the project go 3 

back through a twenty-five percent design review.  4 

That happened in the spring of 2012.  Then, a 5 

resubmission of that twenty-five percent occurred in 6 

the summer of 2012.  Supplemental information was 7 

provided about a month ago, and we are at the twenty-8 

five percent design hearing phase. 9 

  As we move forward, we have some milestones 10 

to meet.  This is scheduled to have funding in the 11 

fiscal year 2013, which means that seventy-five, 12 

hundred percent, and final PS&E must be submitted and 13 

approved this year, and by August of this year 14 

because we would like to have a project that is ready 15 

for bid in September of 2013. 16 

  The design purpose or the project purpose 17 

is to provide a diverse arterial that improves the 18 

quality of life for all the stakeholders, residents, 19 

business, bicyclists, pedestrians, motorists, all the 20 

modes of transportation.  We need to improve the 21 

functionality and flow of the arterial.  We are going 22 

to upgrade signals, redesign the curbing, curb cuts 23 

and the sidewalks so that we meet ADA requirements.  24 
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We are going to install amenities so that it is a 1 

more pleasant place to congregate and meet, and just 2 

make a better neighborhood, and we are going to 3 

improve the subsurface utilities. 4 

  There is a lot of talk about Complete 5 

Streets.  The whole idea of Complete Streets is that 6 

it ensures that the entire right-of-way is planned, 7 

designed and operated to provide safe access for all 8 

users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, 9 

transit users of all ages and ability.  So, that 10 

means there has got to be a redistribution of the 11 

equity that is the right-of-way, and provide for all 12 

of the people that are using the arterial, and that 13 

is not always easy to redistribute a right-of-way, 14 

and that is what we are trying to accomplish here. 15 

  The existing conditions, this is somewhere 16 

near Greenwood, and it is just a good picture that 17 

shows the basic condition of the roadway and what the 18 

environment is like out there today.  This section 19 

represents that environment.  It has got ten foot 20 

sidewalks, ten feet -- I would say ten foot plus, so 21 

slightly larger than ten feet, and there's utility 22 

poles right at the back edge of all those sidewalks. 23 

  There's seven foot parking lanes, and then 24 
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there's roughly five feet, slightly under five foot, 1 

bicycle lanes with eleven foot travel lanes, and it 2 

is symmetrical.  This varies slightly throughout the 3 

corridor because it does change in terms of 4 

characteristics, where the poles are and other 5 

elements that are fixing the carriage width of the 6 

roadway. 7 

  The users, there's roughly twelve thousand 8 

vehicles per day, nine hundred vehicles in the peak 9 

hour.  The eight-fifth percentile, we go out and we 10 

do a lot of traffic counts.  We did all sorts of 11 

traffic counts back in April of this year, and 12 

continued to collect data through the spring.  The 13 

eighty-fifth percentile speed is between twenty-eight 14 

and thirty-two miles an hour.  Now, everybody 15 

probably that lives on Beacon Street looks and, every 16 

once in a while, you will see a car just race down 17 

Beacon Street.  Well, often they are outside that 18 

eighty-fifth percentile.  19 

  Bicycles, there's roughly three hundred 20 

bicyclists in the peak hour along Beacon Street, and 21 

the area down towards the Cambridge line is one of 22 

the -- MassDOT's top bike crash clusters.  It is 23 

reported on their Bike Crash Cluster List.  So, there 24 
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are a significant amount of bicycle accidents along 1 

the corridor. 2 

  Pedestrians, we don't have daily totals, 3 

but we do have counts at the intersections and the 4 

busiest is at Washington Street.  Washington Street 5 

experiences about two hundred pedestrians in the peak 6 

hour.   7 

  Also, it is served by two bus lines 8 

directly and then one that runs down Somerville Ave., 9 

that often people on Beacon Street will utilize.  The 10 

83 runs Beacon to Park.  The 86 runs along Washington 11 

Street, and then there's the 87 along Somerville Ave. 12 

and, with those two bus lines crossing at Washington 13 

Street, you can imagine why that is one of the high 14 

pedestrian locations. 15 

  Streetscape improvements, we are talking about 16 

putting the streetscape and roadway, and to redo the 17 

roadway, sidewalks, roughly seven million dollars 18 

worth of improvements along this corridor, 19 

significant in terms of the roadway, sidewalks and 20 

benefits to the pedestrians and vehicles, as well as 21 

the bicyclists.  All the sidewalks, from the city 22 

line, from Oxford to the city line will be 23 

reconstructed.  They will meet ADA requirements, 24 
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current requirements, so that there will be access 1 

for all. 2 

  At Museum Street, we have talked about this 3 

a number of times, there is not a sidewalk.  These 4 

pictures are a little bit dark, and I am sorry for 5 

that, but on the right, on the south side, there is 6 

not a sidewalk in that stretch from Museum down to 7 

Park or Scott Street.  This project would propose to 8 

put a sidewalk in there so that people don't have to 9 

cross the street at that location and then cross back 10 

over. 11 

  This is a great picture in terms of just 12 

showing you the -- you know, how tough this roadway 13 

is right now, both the sidewalks, missing curbs, 14 

patch -- bituminous patches in the concrete sidewalk, 15 

numerous patches all the way through the corridor.  16 

The ride-ability is poor for vehicles, as well as 17 

pedestrians.  So, we will make -- we will put a nice, 18 

smooth surface in both locations, as well as better 19 

define the pedestrian and vehicular space with new 20 

curb. 21 

  Intersection improvements are always 22 

important.  In addition to new crosswalks and signage 23 

and striping, to make it a little bit more 24 
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geometrically appropriate, we are going to install 1 

new traffic signals.  With the traffic signals, they 2 

will be fully actuated and coordinated in the 3 

corridor.  We will have countdown peds at the key 4 

locations.  Obviously, we talk a lot about ADA 5 

compliant, very, very important that we make sure 6 

that our pedestrian ramps are to code and that 7 

everybody has access.   8 

  We will have bicycle actuation along the 9 

corridor, and we look for opportunities to enhance 10 

capacity for vehicles.  It is a fairly tight right-11 

of-way so it is difficult, but we were able to put in 12 

a turning lane on Washington Street, a left turn lane 13 

here, which certainly helps with the overall 14 

capacity.  So, we are actually improving the capacity 15 

of the arterials.   16 

  We grade intersections on a -- just like 17 

you would in school here, on a scale from A to F, and 18 

the intersections throughout the corridor are, for a 19 

design year twenty years out, are going to have 20 

improvements in the overall level of service and go 21 

from levels of service D to C, or F to D.  So, these 22 

improvements are valuable in terms of making sure 23 

that people aren't frustrated while they are driving 24 
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or trying to cross the road. 1 

  Amenities are also a big part of this 2 

project.  We want to make a sense of community and a 3 

sense of neighborhood and part of that is providing 4 

street furniture.  As you can see, there are park 5 

benches planned and trash receptacles and bike racks, 6 

and where we do have buses, we are going to look to 7 

try to get some shelters in there, and facilitate a 8 

little shelter for people using the MBTA.  9 

  There will be new traffic signals all the 10 

way through.  There will be ornamental, the black 11 

ornamental fixtures that you see through the 12 

community now.  We will have an accent strip, a brick 13 

accent strip, and I will talk a little bit more about 14 

that in a minute because it serves a dual purpose and 15 

also, as everybody is aware, there is both a cycle 16 

track planned for this particular project and a bike 17 

lane.  So, we will talk in this next piece about 18 

where that divide is and why that divide is that way. 19 

  The other major improvement that we are 20 

going to be making, in addition to the seven million 21 

dollars worth of roadway improvements, approximately 22 

seven million dollars, we have got utility 23 

improvements to make.  This administration is bullish 24 
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on making sure that they don't have to go out and do 1 

an arterial twice.  So, they parcel together 2 

different -- package together different funding 3 

sources and make sure that their water and sewer and 4 

drainage needs are met before we go out and build a 5 

roadway. 6 

  There is another four million dollars going 7 

towards water and sewer improvements, and that will 8 

happen as a separate contract.  That contract will -- 9 

is under design right now, and that is intended to go 10 

out for bid this spring, and that work will be in 11 

advance of the roadway work and, that way, we feel 12 

that it will minimize disruption.  We can -- that is 13 

a little bit more of a point disruption rather than 14 

an entire arterial disruption. 15 

  Now, the piece that I think everybody is 16 

discussing and anxious about is the parking along 17 

Beacon Street.  We are now proposing to remove 18 

parking on the north side of Beacon Street from 19 

Oxford to Museum, and from Park to Washington Street. 20 

 There will be approximately a hundred and one spaces 21 

that are proposed from Oxford to Washington Street.  22 

According to the parking study that was done, and 23 

then, then it was confirmed by an independent source 24 
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that I read recently, in the last two weeks, there is 1 

ample parking for the residents, and that is a very 2 

important piece. 3 

  There is also, with some adjustments made 4 

to the parking regulations, policies and procedures, 5 

there will be ample parking for the businesses along 6 

the arterial, as well.  So, the parking needs can be 7 

met.  Albeit, it will not be as convenient as it is 8 

currently, the parking needs can be met. 9 

  The proposed conditions, this is a cross-10 

section of the area near Oxford Street, and you can 11 

see that we, on the -- this would be the north side. 12 

 You can see, we have maintained the ten foot 13 

sidewalk, and then, in this area, we have a brick 14 

accent strip.  That brick accent strip is right here, 15 

and then, there will be a three inch reveal which 16 

defines the area of the cycle track in this area, and 17 

there is a three inch reveal here, as well as a 18 

change in color contrast with the brick enhancement 19 

strip.  Also, this zone would be lined with trees and 20 

utility poles, as well as other street furniture.  21 

So, it would have not only a visual color contrast 22 

that you are changing zones from pedestrian zone to a 23 

bicycle zone, but it would also have some distinct 24 
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physical elements in there that also help define that 1 

space. 2 

  Then it would be a -- right here, that 3 

would be a three inch mountable curb.  That is a 4 

sloped curb so that it can be mounted.  Then it would 5 

have an eleven foot travel lane, then a thirteen foot 6 

travel lane on the, what would be eastbound or 7 

southbound, and the reason for the thirteen foot lane 8 

is so that there is a usable shoulder at that 9 

location because there is parking adjacent to that.  10 

So, we would have parking here, a seven foot parking 11 

lane, and then a full curb in this general area, and 12 

then the nine foot cycle track. 13 

  Now, that cycle track has been changed from 14 

a seven foot cycle track to a nine foot cycle track 15 

to accommodate the door zone of the parked vehicles. 16 

 So, that's a full nine foot cycle track back to the 17 

old curb line, defined again by that accent strip, 18 

and also the curbs, trees and furniture in that zone. 19 

  20 

  There's a lot of discussion.  I have seen a 21 

lot of emails flying back and forth relating to, 22 

where does the trash go?  Where is the, you know, 23 

when you put your trash out?  Well, that zone would 24 
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also, where that furniture is, would be where you 1 

would store your trash on trash day.  2 

  This is -- that last photo was facing 3 

southeast.  This is facing back northwest towards 4 

Oxford Street, and I think it just is an honest 5 

rendering of the area so that you can get a feel for 6 

what it will look like when it is done.  This next 7 

photo is closer to Greenwood and, again, this is 8 

facing southeast and, again, it helps you visualize 9 

the arterial when it is fully completed. 10 

  This particular slide is at Eustis, and I 11 

wanted to put this in to emphasize what a treatment 12 

might be in and around a T intersection for 13 

visibility.  There has also been a lot of discussion 14 

and comments about potential crashes, and how would 15 

we work the treatment in and around intersections.  16 

That gives you a planting area and an open space.  17 

Prior to that, there could be parked automobiles, I 18 

would assume, and then, it will be open for roughly 19 

twenty feet, or so, prior to that next side street.  20 

  Next is at Sacramento.  That is at the 21 

signalized intersection that was being proposed for 22 

pedestrian.  It is a very important location because, 23 

at Sacramento, we have a direct connection out to 24 
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Somerville Ave. to feed the 87 bus, and it is a very 1 

important link at that location.  So, we are 2 

maintaining or we are putting in a signalized 3 

intersection at that location. 4 

  The next section is down from Museum to 5 

Scott.  This is where we talked about the wall, and 6 

that wall happens to be out in the right-of-way, and 7 

it is visible here on the right hand side.  Well, at 8 

this location, because the wall is in the right-of-9 

way, and the historic nature of the wall, the key 10 

objective was to provide pedestrian continuity on 11 

that sidewalk on the south side.  So, what we have 12 

here in this section is, we just have a standard bike 13 

lane arrangement, and we have added a five foot 14 

sidewalk here at that location, and you can see the 15 

two bikes lanes with the two traditional eleven foot 16 

travel lanes, and parking on the north side, 17 

maintaining the sidewalk on that north side, and this 18 

is an artist's rendering of what that might look like 19 

when it is complete.  20 

  The final section is the section that is 21 

from Washington Street down to the Cambridge city 22 

line.  As we have discussed in a number of other 23 

meetings, that would have the basic section that is 24 
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there today, parking on both sides with a five foot 1 

bike lane and travel lane.  Now, we have to work in 2 

relocating several utility poles to get the wider 3 

bike lane, but it emulates the existing condition.   4 

  So, I did want to walk you through the 5 

entire site, and I think I am going to be available 6 

for questions, and I will turn it back over to Shawn 7 

at this stage.  (applause) 8 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Thank you, Dave. 9 

 Before we open the hearing to questions and 10 

comments, I would like to say again that we may not 11 

be able to answer all your questions or respond to 12 

all your comments at this time.  What we would like 13 

to do is, if you have any questions or comments, and 14 

if you want those comments and questions entered into 15 

the official transcript, you can provide your name 16 

and address, and maybe any affiliation you are with. 17 

 This is, again, in order to put this in the 18 

transcript. 19 

  If you have questions or comments, I think 20 

we are going to ask you to stand in line here and 21 

come forward to the microphone to ask the questions 22 

and comments.  There are a lot of wires here, so we 23 

don't want anybody tripping.  So, probably the safest 24 
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way to do it is to come around this way, and you can 1 

just stand there and just stand in line, and that way 2 

bring forward your questions and comments. 3 

  But, first, we would like to ask if there 4 

are any local officials in the audience.  First, we 5 

would like to have them go first.  I know the Senator 6 

is in attendance here.  I don't know if she has any 7 

questions or comments she would like to provide; and 8 

then, once they have made their questions and 9 

comments, then I will open it up to the general 10 

audience.  Anybody have any questions, in terms of 11 

elected officials?  12 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  (inaudible comment) 13 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes, good point, 14 

Dave.  We would like to give everybody an opportunity 15 

to make comments and ask questions, so we ask if you 16 

can please keep it to two or three minutes, a little 17 

bit longer if you have to but, again, we want 18 

everybody to get up here and have the opportunity.  19 

So, if you can keep it as short as possible and as 20 

brief as possible, that would be great. 21 

  VINCENT DRAGO:  Thank you very much.  I 22 

want to thank everybody -- 23 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Could you state 24 
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your name and address? 1 

  VINCENT DRAGO:  Okay.  I will. 2 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Okay.  3 

  VINCENT DRAGO:  Alright.  Okay.  My name is 4 

Vincent Drago.  I live at 329 Beacon Street, 5 

Somerville.  I am a lifelong resident, and I am here 6 

tonight to defend our parking spaces, all of them.  7 

In fact, we need more.  We need more spaces.  Anybody 8 

here about more spaces?  Okay. 9 

  If you start at Oxford Street and walk 10 

toward Museum Street, and wave your head back and 11 

forth, you will see two and three family houses.  12 

They are populated.  That means it is a thickly 13 

settled area.  We needed the parking.   14 

  Now, we have to do shopping, we might get a 15 

visitor.  God forbid, we might want to go home at 16 

night.  We have to have the parking.  I don't have a 17 

driveway.  I've got family.  I've got friends.  We 18 

need the parking. 19 

  Now, for you bikers, we have nothing 20 

against you.  You can ride your bike down Somerville 21 

Avenue.  Somerville Ave. and Beacon run parallel.  Go 22 

down to Park Street, take a right, voila!  You can 23 

keep Beacon Bike Path coming toward Porter, that's 24 
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fine, but we need the parking, all of it.   1 

  Without the parking, our lifestyle 2 

diminishes completely.  I will be out looking for a 3 

parking space at the two in the morning to go home to 4 

my family while you bikers are drinking pina coladas 5 

in front of a fireplace.  It's not fair.  Sixty-seven 6 

years, there are people here that have been over 7 

seventy years.   8 

  We had more people here at the last school 9 

meeting.  I didn't make the last meeting.  Why?  I 10 

wasn't notified.  Now, I am supposed to have an 11 

Alderman that is supposed to keep me notified, but I 12 

don't have email, xmail.  I don't have any of that 13 

stuff.  I don't have a computer, but you can throw a 14 

little flyer in my mailbox.  You did that when you 15 

were running for Alderman.   16 

  Okay, I am not going to go there, but we 17 

need the parking.  It's a priority.  We have nothing 18 

against bikers.  We want Beacon Street beautified.  19 

You can put a duck pond in front of my house.  I 20 

don't care, but we need the parking.  Please, 21 

reconsider all the parking.  Beautify Beacon Street. 22 

 It has been a mess for I don't know how many years. 23 

 You all know Beacon.  Let's fix Beacon.  Let's make 24 
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it pretty but keep all the parking.  Thank you very 1 

much.   2 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Thank you, sir. 3 

  4 

  NICHOLAS SHECTMAN:  My name is Nicholas 5 

Shectman.  I live at 75 Lexington Ave.  I would like 6 

to speak to cycle track safety.  Are cycle tracks 7 

safe?  The literature on this appears to be mixed.  8 

Proponents and detractors can easily cherry pick 9 

studies that show that cycle tracks are safe or 10 

unsafe.  They can also easily cherry pick studies 11 

with flawed methodology, showing their opponents 12 

point of view and claim that this means that their 13 

opponent's claims are invalid.  Even within a single 14 

study, outcomes are often varied from one cycle track 15 

to another.   16 

  Does this mean cycle track studies are 17 

useless?  No.  Generally, studies of the same cycle 18 

track, a group of cycle tracks, are consistent.  19 

Montreal cycle tracks are safer than Berlin cycle 20 

tracks.  Within Montreal, cycle tracks on one-way 21 

streets are three or four times safer than ones on 22 

two-way streets and, overall, correcting for 23 

obviously flawed studies, more studies cycle tracks 24 
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are safe than unsafe.  Like any transportation 1 

infrastructure, safety of cycle tracks depends on 2 

their design and their suitability for their 3 

environment.   4 

  Only a few studies have attempted to 5 

discern the safety impact of design features of 6 

different cycle tracks and, unfortunately, the study 7 

which best measures the safety impact of cycle track 8 

design uses a flawed statistical model in an attempt 9 

to claim that all cycle tracks are unsafe.  The 10 

City's Design Exception Report corrects these 11 

statistics to show that this is not so.  The raw data 12 

shows that many designs of cycle tracks are in fact 13 

safe, but two particular design features that this 14 

study identifies don't make a difference to cycle 15 

track safety. 16 

  The first of these design features is the 17 

presence of turn lanes.  Drivers leaving the main 18 

road on a path that will cross the cycle track often 19 

do not expect or cannot easily see bicycles on the 20 

cycle track.  Drivers often expect cyclists to the 21 

right of cars to be moving at pedestrian speeds and 22 

miscalculate whether they have time to make a turn.  23 

This is shown by the number of collisions blamed on 24 
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excessive speed on the part of a cyclist going ten or 1 

twelve miles an hour.  Cyclists in Boston know to 2 

look out for turning traffic but here in Somerville 3 

many motorists do not use their turn signals.  Having 4 

a dedicated turn lane helps cyclists identify turning 5 

motorists and avoid accidents, even when the cyclist 6 

has the right of way. 7 

  The other design feature is a cycle track 8 

that reenters the roadway before intersections.  9 

Motorists turning off the main roadway have better 10 

visibility of cyclists, more correct understanding of 11 

the cyclists' speeds and, for right turning traffic, 12 

a great distance to get to the right of bicycle 13 

traffic so that the path crossing is not constrained 14 

to a particular point in space and therefore time.  15 

This is called a Shortened Cycle Track as opposed to 16 

an Advanced Cycle Track, which runs right up to the 17 

intersection.   18 

  Even apply the City's statistical 19 

corrections, the Copenhagen data that they cite in 20 

their design study show that, to be safe, a cycle 21 

track must have at least one of these two features.  22 

Not identified by the study but easily discernable in 23 

the raw data from other studies is that the safety of 24 
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a cycle track depends on the number of driveways that 1 

cross a cycle track and enter the roadway. 2 

  Cycle tracks in Cambridge are all Shortened 3 

and located on roads with few driveways or 4 

intersections.  The Vassar Street cycle tracks leave 5 

the roadway two hundred feet after each intersection 6 

and reenter the roadway three hundred feet before the 7 

next intersection.  Vassar Street also features left 8 

turn lanes on Massachusetts Avenue.  This is a 9 

shining example of how to build a cycle track.  10 

  Examining the streets of Montreal and 11 

Berlin supports this conclusion.  Neither city uses 12 

shortened cycle tracks but Montreal generally has 13 

turn lanes, especially on one-way streets where it is 14 

easier to find room for them.  Berlin does not.   15 

  There is no room on Beacon Street for turn 16 

lanes.  So, to make a cycle track safe would require 17 

using a Shortened Cycle Track, but the intersections 18 

on Beacon Street are generally less than five hundred 19 

feet apart.  Even allowing for Advanced Cycle tracks 20 

at intersections where traffic flows only toward 21 

Beacon Street, a safe design would result in no cycle 22 

track at all in the outbound direction. (applause)   23 

  The only part of Beacon Street that is safe 24 
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for a cycle track is a fifteen hundred foot section 1 

inbound between Museum Street and Washington Street. 2 

 A cycle track in some other location in Somerville 3 

could be safe.  For instance, Washington Street 4 

between Union Square and Sullivan Square is wide 5 

enough to support turn lanes and, even without turn 6 

lanes, it has true enough cross streets into which 7 

traffic can turn to permit a safely constructed cycle 8 

track. 9 

  With the expected construction of the Green 10 

Line, this will connect three MBTA stops and 11 

transform a route currently cycled only by the brave 12 

into something everyone could use but a cycle track 13 

on Beacon Street would not be safe for anyone.  Thank 14 

you. 15 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I want to remind 16 

you, we would like to keep it as short as possible.  17 

I appreciate the comments but we really need to keep 18 

it short because we need to get people through.  Keep 19 

it like one, two, three minutes, please.  Thank you. 20 

  MATT CARTY:  Some brief comments, this is a 21 

major arterial.  It is -- my name is Matt Carty.  It 22 

is there to transport people from place to place.  23 

There are principally automobiles, but also bikes.  I 24 
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appreciate the design having safe accommodation for 1 

bikes but, when it comes down to a decision that has 2 

to be made between a person's life and someone's free 3 

storage of an automobile on public property, this is 4 

federally funded, state funded.  I pay federal, state 5 

and local taxes, you know, there's plenty of side 6 

streets for people to park on.  If you really want to 7 

park on Beacon Street, then the price of parking 8 

should go up and pay for the project.  That way, 9 

people can have their parking and the roads can be 10 

repaved.  Thank you very much.   11 

  FRED MYER:  My name is Fred Myer, and I am 12 

from the Cambridge side of the border.  My address is 13 

83 Hammond Street, Cambridge.  That is between Museum 14 

and Sacramento Street, and I have lived in that area 15 

on the Cambridge side since 1959.  16 

  My major concern is the effect of the 17 

project on two stores that I patronize and I think 18 

are important to both sides of the city line; first, 19 

the little spa at the corner of Museum and Beacon 20 

Street.  There is a crosswalk right there, and I 21 

understand the proposal is to eliminate that 22 

crosswalk.  I think that would have a very 23 

detrimental effect upon that store, and I would urge 24 
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you to consider that in your plan.  Little stores 1 

like that don't have a big profit margin and even a 2 

small downturn in sales can make a big difference and 3 

I think it would be more than a small one. 4 

  The other store that I am concerned about, 5 

one that I was at the first day it opened in the 6 

seventies is the Star Market on Beacon.  You notice 7 

it is not called a Shaw's because it is not big 8 

enough, yet the store is owned by Shaw's.  I am very 9 

concerned that executives of that company may decide 10 

it is better to just consolidate everything into 11 

Porter Square and close that store.  You will recall 12 

that recently the Foodmaster store on Beacon Street 13 

closed, and may become a more expensive chain. 14 

  I think the crosswalk should not be moved 15 

from Sacramento Street to the main part of Star 16 

Market and I understand the proposal is to move it 17 

further north, and that just doesn't make any sense. 18 

 That market is the chief food shopping area for a 19 

whole body of Harvard Grad students, and to move it 20 

further away from them and closer to the Porter 21 

Square location doesn't make sense. 22 

  Just one final comment relating to the 23 

first speaker, a point you didn't mention, which you 24 
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might consider, is the people who live on Beacon 1 

Street can't park on the Cambridge Streets.  So, the 2 

people on the Cambridge side of the street don't have 3 

access to the side street parking without crossing 4 

busy Beacon Street because they very quickly hit the 5 

Somerville/Cambridge line.  That is a fact that you 6 

might consider.  Thank you.  (applause) 7 

  PETE STIDMAN:  Hi.  My name is Pete 8 

Stidman.  I live at 92 Moreland in Roxbury, so I am 9 

not from the neighborhood, but I represent cyclists 10 

in the neighborhood, as the Director of the Boston 11 

Cyclists Union.   12 

  So, our goal at the Boston Cyclists Union 13 

is to promote bicycles and to get more people -- 14 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 15 

  PETE STIDMAN:  Oh, sorry.  Our goal is to 16 

promote cycling and get more people riding.  So, what 17 

we are looking for are facilities that can get people 18 

who are more risk-averse on the road, and that 19 

actually has a benefit for everyone because we have 20 

less traffic in the neighborhood, we have less 21 

parking in the neighborhood after a while, but I want 22 

to answer a couple of the points from the gentleman 23 

over here that was actually the second person to 24 
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speak. 1 

  So, you had some good points about 2 

designated turning lanes and Shortened Cycle Tracks 3 

for visibility.  Designated turn lanes are really 4 

used when you have a high frequency of right hand 5 

turns, and what it is, is you control -- you separate 6 

the use.  So, like the right turns are going when the 7 

bikes aren't going, and vice versa, and the Shortened 8 

Cycle Track is another way to create visibility that 9 

I think the design is starting to look at in terms of 10 

the greenery that he was showing at the two 11 

intersections. 12 

  So cycle tracks, as you mentioned, have 13 

been proven safer in a lot of situations around the 14 

world.  That is how the Netherlands and Denmark, and 15 

all those cities in Northern Europe have gotten such 16 

high biking rates, and you see kids riding to work, 17 

and older folks riding to work, people riding in 18 

their heels and their suits, and that is our goal. 19 

  So, also the parking situation, as somebody 20 

mentioned already, can be dealt with, with different 21 

kinds of regulation, like having two hour parking in 22 

front of business store fronts, and that residents 23 

can't park in all day like they can now, and also by 24 
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finding parking in the parking lots that we have so 1 

many of on Beacon Street. 2 

  I would suggest a couple of things for the 3 

City to take a look at and to see.  Just really 4 

quick, raised crosswalks at some of the unsignalized 5 

intersections might help slow cars down when they are 6 

taking that turn over the cycle track.  Also, looking 7 

at the same kind of metered parking we are looking at 8 

on other parts of the street over at the new proposed 9 

Whole Foods so that we can think about taking it all 10 

the way to Inman Square.  (applause) 11 

  JOHN ALLEN:  Thank you.  I am also from out 12 

of town, although at one time I did live in 13 

Somerville.  My name is John Allen.  I have been a 14 

bicycling advocate for thirty-five years in the 15 

Boston area but, Somerville Residents, please don't 16 

groan when you hear that because I have seen a plan 17 

which I think would serve everyone's interest here, 18 

put forward by David Alstead, to narrow the sidewalks 19 

slightly so you can have parking and also bike lanes 20 

that are of adequate width that bicyclists are 21 

outside the door zone. 22 

  Another option would be to remove parking 23 

on one side of the street.  Remember, I am a 24 
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bicycling advocate here, so I am putting forth 1 

everything that might look good for bicyclists, but 2 

then you would not have to remove as many parking 3 

spaces because cycle track behind the parking spaces 4 

and with vehicles in them creates blind conflicts, 5 

and here is what the Planning Director, or maybe it 6 

was the Mayor, said about that. 7 

  Parking restrictions will be consistent 8 

with the April 2011 Traffic Regulations, which state 9 

that parking is prohibited in front of any driveway, 10 

including two feet in either direction from the 11 

driveway. 12 

  Now, that is not sufficient clearance to 13 

provide for safe bicycle travel at more than five 14 

miles an hour.  Excuse me.  Let me make it clear that 15 

I am not opposed, in principle, to separate bikeways 16 

in the roadway corridor.  I have published -- I have 17 

published support for some of them, but I take them 18 

all on a case-by-case basis, and this one just does 19 

not work on the safety grounds for that reason, and 20 

for others which perhaps other people with other 21 

interests will express.   22 

  It doesn't work for the regular commuting 23 

bicyclists, as bike lanes would, and it doesn't work 24 
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for the timid and child bicyclists, but you have got 1 

to draw the line somewhere.  I'm sorry.  I draw it at 2 

safety. 3 

  I have seen, as the gentleman here has 4 

claimed that the Copenhagen Study was incorrect, I 5 

would contend and say that the consultant is 6 

incorrect. 7 

  Finally, I will have comments on some of 8 

the drawings I have seen, but I would also point out, 9 

this is supposed to be a Design Public Hearing.  At a 10 

Design Public Hearing, you are supposed to have 11 

access to the plan.  These are not plans.  These are 12 

overhead drawings.  They are not dimensions.  There 13 

are no traffic signal timings on these.  There are 14 

many things that these do not show.  There are some 15 

pretty pictures at the bottom, but these are not the 16 

plans, and so, I would question whether this hearing 17 

really is sufficient to answer, to provide us the 18 

information we need to answer the questions that any 19 

of us would like to answer about this project.  Thank 20 

you very much.  (applause) 21 

  DAVID LOUTZENHEISER:  David Loutzenheiser, 22 

L-o-u-t-z-e-n-h-e-i-s-e-r, Metropolitan Area Planning 23 

Council for Boston.  We are the regional planning 24 
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agency for Metropolitan Boston.  I am a regular 1 

commuter on this corridor, so I am quite familiar 2 

with it personally, and I just want to express our, 3 

MAPC's, support for the project, for the current 4 

design and the big picture.   5 

  As John mentioned, there are a lot of 6 

details that do need to be worked out with the 7 

project.  We do thank the City of Somerville and 8 

MassDOT for pressing ahead, really pushing the 9 

envelope for design in this project.  This is really 10 

a model for the region, if not the country, in terms 11 

of urban design and accommodating cycle tracks in 12 

this urban environment, and we support that.  13 

  We do suggest that the design be consistent 14 

as much as possible, that the cycle tracks do 15 

continue as much as possible, closer to Inman Square. 16 

 That will require thoughtful and extensive parking 17 

management.  The best parking for businesses is rapid 18 

turnover that allows people to make quick stops at 19 

the businesses, and allow that space to turn over for 20 

other users to come in and use that space to also 21 

patronize the businesses, as well as bike parking, 22 

and the pedestrian access, which much of the access 23 

to the businesses is.  24 
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  We support other elements of the project 1 

and encourage raised intersections at the minor 2 

intersections - I think Pete mentioned that, as well 3 

-  curb extensions where possible and the crosswalks 4 

that were mentioned, as well, as well as the urban 5 

design elements, street trees, and so forth, as part 6 

of the project.  So, keep it moving forward.  Thank 7 

you.  (applause) 8 

  BRUCE KULIK:  I have quite a few comments 9 

here to make.  I am not sure if it will fit within 10 

the three minutes, but I will try my best. 11 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes, try as best you 12 

can. 13 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Okay.  My name is Bruce 14 

Kulik, 168 Grove Street in Medford.  I am a commuter 15 

and transportational cyclist, and I commute daily 16 

between my residence in West Medford and my office in 17 

Waltham.  I also travel to various points in the 18 

Kendall Square area and Downtown Boston, and 19 

regularly use Beacon Street as a portion of my route.  20 

  The Beacon Street reconstruction will 21 

certainly be welcome.  I know, right now, the surface 22 

is so bad that I cringe every time I have to come out 23 

of Boston at night, so I will certainly appreciate 24 
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the new pavement.  I will also appreciate the wider 1 

lanes which I think will make it a lot safer with the 2 

parking reconfiguration, but I do have to say that I 3 

am against the cycle tracks, and I think that the 4 

City should review them also for safety purposes, 5 

amongst other things. 6 

  I have got several items here that I will 7 

enumerate and expand upon.  One of the concerns that 8 

I have is that a cycle track is an illegal gray area 9 

that leaves liability and right-of-way rules 10 

undefined.  Similarly, the cycle track has numerous 11 

dangerous driveway and intersection crossings.  The 12 

cycle track behind parked cars will keep bicycles out 13 

of view of motorists who are about to initially -- 14 

initiate conflicting maneuvers.  15 

  I also doubt that the cycle track will be 16 

kept clear of pedestrians, debris, garbage cans and 17 

snow in the wintertime, even though we have been 18 

assured that will be the case by the City.  Also, the 19 

roadway will no longer conform to the Massachusetts 20 

DOT Bicycle Accommodations Standard, and I will get 21 

into that in just a bit. 22 

  The cycle track will be an uncomfortable 23 

ride due to changes in level at the street crossings 24 
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and possibly at the driveways, and the mountable curb 1 

will be dangerous to cyclists who need to transition 2 

between the track and the street.  Finally, the 3 

design speed of the track is significantly less, as 4 

has been mentioned by other people, than the design 5 

speed of the vehicle.  Let me talk about these in 6 

more detail.  I'm sorry? 7 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  (inaudible 8 

comment) 9 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Okay.  Well, I think there's 10 

are important points to make and -- you know, okay.  11 

I will write them down and get them sent in, as well. 12 

 Thank you.  13 

  Massachusetts Law has no definition for 14 

cycle track.  As currently designed, the proposed 15 

cycle track is really part of the sidewalk and, 16 

therefore, is considered a pedestrian facility.  17 

Massachusetts Law does not specify how a bicycle 18 

should operate on the sidewalk, except to say that 19 

bicycles must yield to pedestrians and that bicycles 20 

cannot operate in business districts; also, that they 21 

can operate outside of business districts unless 22 

prohibited by the cities or towns.  Otherwise, it 23 

doesn't expand any of the rights or responsibilities 24 



 46 
 

 

 
 ATM, Inc 
 339-674-9100 

of pedestrians to bicycles. So, there is really a 1 

gray area as to exactly how bicycles should operate 2 

when they are on the sidewalk which, as I said, is 3 

really what the cycle tracks are here.  Yes. 4 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Sir. 5 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Yes. 6 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I know you have 7 

quite a few pages of comments.  What you could do is 8 

send those comments in to the City and to us.  We 9 

will make a decision -- 10 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Well, I also think it is 11 

important for many people here to hear what these 12 

comments are about because it is a controversial 13 

issue and there are many people that have advocated 14 

for them, and I think it is right to hear the 15 

detractor's study, as well.  16 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes, except we 17 

have other people here, too.  (applause)  Can I ask 18 

you, let people come through quick, and then you come 19 

back and elaborate?  Would that work? 20 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment 21 

from audience) 22 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Thank you. 23 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment 24 
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from audience) 1 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Massachusetts Law goes on to 2 

say that motor vehicles must yield to pedestrians 3 

within a crosswalk, but also indicate that a 4 

pedestrian must not step into the path of a motor 5 

vehicle that is so close as to constitute an 6 

immediate hazard.  What that means is, when a bicycle 7 

comes to an intersection, they have to be careful not 8 

to cross in front of a car that is about to turn in 9 

front of them.  Not only that, the car is not going 10 

to see them.  So, when a collision between a motor 11 

vehicle and a bicycle occurs, and they will occur, 12 

who is going to be at fault?  That is something for 13 

both the motorists and the pedestrians to think about 14 

with the implementation of these cycle tracks. 15 

  We have already talked about driveway 16 

crossings.  I won't go into that further.  We have 17 

talked about the parked cars obscuring the bicycles. 18 

 I won't go into that.   19 

  I am concerned about the snow.  If 20 

Cambridge is an example, and I don't see why it 21 

wouldn't be, I have found that the Concord Avenue 22 

bicycle track and the Vassar Street tracks are not 23 

adequately cleared up in snow storms and people do 24 
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ride in the winter. 1 

  I can come back, if you would like, and 2 

talk about the reason I think it won't adhere to the 3 

DOT Accommodation Standard. 4 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I appreciate 5 

that.  You know, (inaudible phrase - applause)  Thank 6 

you. 7 

  RANDY STERN:  Hi.  My name is Randy Stern. 8 

 I am a Cambridge resident.  I am the Chairperson of 9 

the Cambridge Bicycle Committee, but I am not here to 10 

speak for the Committee.  I am here to speak for 11 

myself.   12 

  I think that we see the three hundred 13 

cyclists per hour maximum that was counted on Beacon 14 

Street, I think we all know that this is going to be 15 

growing dramatically in the years ahead.  The trends 16 

are that cycling will be increasing.  Car traffic 17 

will be declining, and I think that bicyclists have 18 

voted with their -- not all, of course, but many 19 

bicyclists have voted with their opinions that they 20 

would cycle more, and they know a lot of people who 21 

would cycle more, if there were separated cycle 22 

facilities more frequently on our major arterial 23 

streets.   24 
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  So, I am in favor of the cycle tracks.  I 1 

applaud the City of Somerville for the vision that 2 

has been shown by advocating for these here, as well 3 

as the Mass Department of Transportation.  I think it 4 

could go further.  If I were doing this design 5 

myself, I would continue those cycle tracks down and 6 

perhaps move that wall over by eminent domain, or 7 

something, and make more space there but, at any 8 

rate, I just wanted to express support for the cycle 9 

tracks and I feel that many of the safety issues that 10 

have been raised can be dealt with in subsequent 11 

design cycles.  Thank you.  (applause) 12 

  DAVID WATSON:  I am David Watson.  I am the 13 

Executive Director of MassBike, the Massachusetts 14 

Bicycle Coalition.  I am also an every-day Beacon 15 

Street rider.  It is part of my commute.  So, I am 16 

very familiar with Beacon Street.  I will also say 17 

that I am not just passing through.  I am also a 18 

customer of many of the businesses along Beacon 19 

Street, which I discovered once I started commuting 20 

along this route, and I think it is important to 21 

remember that bicyclists are not just passing 22 

through.  We are also stopping and interacting with 23 

everybody else in the neighborhood. 24 
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  Now, as a bicycle advocate, my goal is to 1 

see more people riding, but that is only going to 2 

happen if they feel safe doing so.  The major reason 3 

that people today say they are not riding is because 4 

they don't feel safe.  They don't feel safe with the 5 

infrastructure that we currently have which, on most 6 

streets at best and as Beacon Street is today, just 7 

has a striped bike lane.  There are many, many more 8 

cyclists, or potential cyclists, who would cycle for 9 

at least some of their trips if they felt safe and, 10 

for them, no kind of plain striped bike lane is ever 11 

going to be sufficient. 12 

  So, where do we go from there?  We need 13 

separated facilities that will be comfortable and 14 

safe for users of a wide range of ability, age and 15 

interests.  I support the concept of cycle tracks 16 

that the City is moving forward with.  I want them to 17 

push the design forward.   18 

  I hear the safety and design concerns that 19 

are being raised by some, and it is good to hear 20 

people thinking deeply about these issues, but these 21 

are all things that can be solved during the later 22 

parts of the design phase.  These are design details 23 

and they are ones that are very important and that we 24 
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are all conscious of.  We want a safe facility, but 1 

we want one that more people are going to be 2 

comfortable riding on, and I think that is what we 3 

are going to get with the cycle tracks.   4 

  We are going to get a more livable 5 

neighborhood.  We are going to get many more people 6 

cycling, of all ages, and that is the trend that we 7 

are seeing in other places.  Cycle tracks are not a 8 

new invention.  They have been used in many places 9 

for many years and I know that people are concerned 10 

because they are relatively new here, but this would 11 

be the fifth cycle track in the Boston area.   12 

  I think, if we want to see the kind of 13 

livable community that many of us are talking about, 14 

we can't be ruled by fear.  We have to be willing to 15 

take the next step to make a livable community and we 16 

will deal with the safety issues during the rest of 17 

the design phase.  Thanks very much.   18 

  BRIAN POLSTOWAIT:  Hello.  My name is Brian 19 

Polstowait.  I live at 36 Linden Avenue, two blocks 20 

from here.  I am a regular commuter down Beacon 21 

Street corridor, daily, and I would like to commend 22 

the City on showing a vision of what a multi-modal, 23 

multi-generational corridor this could be.  I would 24 
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much prefer to live on this street as design here 1 

than the one I currently live on, and I live on a 2 

pretty nice street. 3 

  I would like to see this something for 4 

everybody, that everybody can use.  Most of our 5 

designs for the past decades, I don't know when this 6 

was last --  Beacon Street was last built, but I am 7 

sure it was before my time.  They are designed for 8 

middle-aged adults, whether they are driving, 9 

bicycling, or potentially even walking.  This shows 10 

something that is designed for all people of all 11 

generations, of all abilities.   12 

  I have three questions that I have, that 13 

better answers might improve it.  One is, why do the 14 

cycle tracks end halfway down the corridor when one 15 

of the biggest destinations for cyclists is Inman 16 

Square?  Two is why do we have so few crosswalks?  I 17 

don't just bicycle.  I walk.  I regularly push a 18 

stroller and, if you look at these sheets over here, 19 

you will notice that many of them don't have a single 20 

crosswalk on them.  Yet, if you look at the ones from 21 

Washington to Inman, there's plenty of them but, from 22 

Washington to Oxford, there's very few now. 23 

  I had a third point, but I don't think it 24 
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is that important because I forgot it.  So, thank 1 

you.  (applause) 2 

  MIKE LONETTO:  Hi.  I am Mike Lonetto.  I 3 

live at 57 Endicott Avenue in Somerville.  I am a 4 

relatively recent resident, but I commute most days, 5 

at least when there is no ice on the ground, I try 6 

to, down to the Kendall Square area, so down through 7 

Inman, and see my share of bicycle accidents on the 8 

way.   9 

  So, I have concerns about the -- I have 10 

concerns about the safety of the corridor and I see a 11 

lot of positive here towards improving safety.  I 12 

think it is really critical to get the design right 13 

so that not just cyclists like me, who are fairly 14 

comfortable on the road and going straight down 15 

Beacon Street, can use it, so that people who are 16 

making left turns and right turns, and the 17 

pedestrians whose paths they are crossing can be 18 

safe, as well, and I am also concerned, as someone 19 

who, say, might want to stop and go to a shop, that 20 

there are places to cross the road in order to do 21 

that, and that's all.  Most of the other points, 22 

other folks have made here.  I think it is just 23 

critical to get it right.  (applause) 24 
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  ALEX EPSTEIN:  My name is Alex Epstein, E-1 

p-s-t-e-i-n, and I live at 278 Beacon Street.  I have 2 

been here in the neighborhood for about five years, 3 

and I get around Beacon Street many ways.  I usually 4 

bike to work in Kendall, but often work -- walk to 5 

Porter to take the T, and I do rely on the local 6 

businesses for most of my everyday needs.  So, that 7 

is why I love this neighborhood. 8 

  I am going to make three quick points.  One 9 

is that Beacon Street is part of a greater plan that, 10 

as a whole, the City of Somerville has been putting 11 

together.  It is called The Comprehensive Plan.  The 12 

plan is to make sure that at least half of all new 13 

trips that are made by new residents of Somerville 14 

are not made by car but are made through other 15 

choices, walking, transit and bicycling. 16 

  I would like to make the point that, over 17 

the last two years, the Somerville Bicycle Committee, 18 

on which I sit, has collected enormous feedback from 19 

the Farmer's Markets, the Street Fairs, the Summer 20 

Streets that we have attended, and people who use 21 

Beacon Street say that they are afraid of the 22 

dooring, and that they want their friends and family 23 

to be able to ride with them on this corridor.  Those 24 
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are the top two things we hear. 1 

  I believe that cycle tracks or separated 2 

bike facilities address those problems.  You are no 3 

longer in the door zone, which is the principle 4 

hazard today.  There are some safety issues that were 5 

brought up and I think those are all solvable through 6 

proper design and best practices, and I would be 7 

happy to talk more about those off line. 8 

  I think this plan benefits all people, as a 9 

general concept.  Pedestrians get an extra sidewalk 10 

next to the academy that is sorely needed.  I do 11 

think we absolutely need more crosswalks.  That I 12 

will say, and motorists will actually not have 13 

bicyclists passing each other in the bike lane, 14 

entering car traffic, because they will have their 15 

own facility.  There will be fewer conflicts, not 16 

more. 17 

  I do think that is important, again, I 18 

emphasize the crosswalks because people will be 19 

parking on one side of the street, so even more than 20 

today, they will need to cross the street in a safe 21 

and legal manner.  So, I would -- I walk Beacon 22 

Street every day and I would like to see more 23 

crosswalks but, in general, I think this is a great 24 
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vision and I strongly commend the City for pursuing 1 

it.  I think we need to hammer out the details, get 2 

the best practices, and this will be a model for a 3 

bike network for all generations, and a better 4 

neighborhood, too.  Thank you.  (applause) 5 

  KEN CARLSON:  Good evening.  My name is Ken 6 

Carlson.  I live at 221 Beacon Street, and I have 7 

been living in Somerville for a little more than 8 

three years right now.  I am a homeowner.  I moved to 9 

Somerville specifically because I thought that, as a 10 

multi-modal commuter, that it would really fit my 11 

wife's and my lifestyle very well.  I bike to work 12 

down Beacon Street to Kendall every day.  My wife 13 

walks to work every day.  We also have a car we 14 

drive, we park in the neighborhood.  We use all of 15 

the local businesses. 16 

  As a homeowner, I think that -- I know 17 

other people who have moved into Somerville recently, 18 

and they are also attracted to Somerville because of 19 

these multi-modal facilities for safe travelling 20 

either with a car, not a car, taking a bus, taking 21 

the T and, as a commuter, bike commuter on Beacon 22 

Street, I see all levels of cyclists.   23 

  I see mostly people who are used to cycling 24 



 57 
 

 

 
 ATM, Inc 
 339-674-9100 

in all conditions, like myself.  I see the occasional 1 

brave parent with a child, biking down Beacon Street, 2 

and they are very brave.  They are in the minority.  3 

I also see, there is one particular father, who has a 4 

little kid up front in a little basket, and the child 5 

biking separately behind him has got to be four years 6 

old and really not good safety on a street like 7 

Beacon Street.   8 

  I think the cycle track would have -- would 9 

make things a lot safer for cyclists of all 10 

abilities.  As an experienced cyclist, I will use the 11 

cycle track.  I use cycle tracks now on Vassar Street 12 

in Cambridge and on Concord Street in Cambridge.  I 13 

like them.  I find them safe.  I think that the 14 

current designs that I have seen on Vassar and 15 

Concord are good.  I think the one I am seeing here 16 

on Beacon Street in Somerville is going to be better. 17 

 I think the cycle tracks in the City are improving 18 

and I like the idea of trying to keep families safer, 19 

and I think encouraging more people to use cycle 20 

tracks and bike will decrease the traffic on Beacon 21 

Street.   22 

  If you imagine three hundred cyclists an 23 

hour, who suddenly decide to get in their cars and 24 
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drive, the traffic would be unbearable on Beacon 1 

Street, much more so than it is now.  So, I think 2 

encouraging more cycling on a safe facility is a 3 

better thing for the City and I think accommodations 4 

can be made for everybody to make this a win/win for 5 

all.  Thank you.  (applause) 6 

  TIM TALEN:  Hi.  My name is Tim Talen.  I 7 

live on Boston Street in Union Square, but I use 8 

Beacon Street often to visit friends, to go to 9 

businesses on Beacon, and also to get between Porter 10 

and Davis Squares, and Inman, and Kendall Square, and 11 

the City of Boston. 12 

  One of the reasons my wife and I decided to 13 

live in Somerville, and to buy a home here, was 14 

because of the ability to get around without a car, 15 

and because of the City's commitment to pursuing 16 

projects like the Beacon Street Cycle Track.  I get 17 

around primarily by bike, and I hope to continue to 18 

be able to do so with my wife and kid, and a place 19 

like the Beacon Street shown on these drawings is a 20 

place that we would feel comfortable doing that. 21 

  I would like to thank the City and the 22 

State for pursuing this project and showing the 23 

vision to do something that is change, and change 24 
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isn't always easy, but I do think the place that will 1 

end up resulting from it will be a better place. 2 

  Many points have been raised about safety 3 

on the cycle track, and I think they can be addressed 4 

in the future, past the twenty-five percent design 5 

stage.  The design has changed significantly so far, 6 

based on public input, and that change will continue 7 

to happen.  I would urge the State and the City to 8 

move forward on this design, and those that have 9 

specific concerns with the cycle track to stay 10 

engaged in this process to make this a model project 11 

for the future.  Thanks.  (applause) 12 

  PETER YAO:  Hi.  I am Peter Yao.  I have 13 

lived in Teal Square for the past years, and have 14 

used Beacon Street pretty much every day.  I want to 15 

thank the City for changing the plan, as I understand 16 

it, to accommodate parking on the other side of the 17 

street, and also wanted to give three reasons why I 18 

support and am excited about this project. 19 

  So, the first is that it creates a 20 

neighborhood that I want to live in.  I think a cycle 21 

track will promote biking, will get people out in the 22 

streets, interacting with each other, get them 23 

outside of the steel box so that they talk and 24 
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interact with each other.  I think it addresses the 1 

sixty percent of people that might ride but are 2 

scared to, and the people that might not be able to 3 

afford a car to drive around.   4 

  Another reason is that I think it improves 5 

health.  It is an issue that we need to address and 6 

habitual exercise improves people's health in a way 7 

that has very little work for them to do.  I think it 8 

improves air quality by reducing cars on the street, 9 

and it improves safety for all, as someone that has 10 

been hit, doored, on Beacon Street.  11 

  And then, lastly, I do want to encourage 12 

non-motorized modes of transportation.  I think -- 13 

well, I drive, and occasionally park on Beacon 14 

Street, but I want to make it as difficult as 15 

possible.  I think we have a limited number of years 16 

ahead of us where we can drive around and support 17 

cars in the current way we are used to.  So, I think 18 

we need to start that change now, and plan for the 19 

future but, with that said, I will add one remark 20 

about parking and that we should share the parking 21 

lot with Star Market because it seems like a big, 22 

under-utilized space that I wish could be used better 23 

by shared parking.  (applause) 24 
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  MARK CHASE:  Hi.  Good evening.  I am Mark 1 

Chase.  I am a Belmont Street, Somerville, resident, 2 

live right behind Star Market, and patronize a lot of 3 

businesses on Beacon Street.  In particular, I really 4 

enjoy Pho 'n Rice and Petsi Pies, and the Rustica 5 

Cafe, which I use as kind of an office meeting space. 6 

  7 

  I am speaking tonight because my day job is 8 

actually, I am a Parking Consultant, who helps 9 

universities, hospitals, cities and towns deal with 10 

constrained parking and Somerville, like many cities 11 

in the United States, doesn't particularly manage its 12 

parking very well, and if I thought it was just the 13 

tradeoff between parking and cycle tracks, I think it 14 

would be -- well, we all think it is a tradeoff 15 

between parking and cycle tracks.  I actually don't 16 

think it is a tradeoff between parking and cycle 17 

tracks because I think we can manage the parking we 18 

have much better than it has been. 19 

  I think, though, to do that would require 20 

some changes in the way we do things and, when you 21 

manage parking, you basically have a couple of tools 22 

at your disposal.  You can permit parking where you 23 

say some people get to use it and other people don't, 24 
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and that's pretty much what Somerville does, or you 1 

can price parking and you can say, let's make the 2 

more expensive parking, the more -- the high demand 3 

parking more expensive than the low demand. 4 

  Now, neither one of these are great because 5 

we would love to just have lots of parking for 6 

everyone but, in an urban environment, that is very 7 

difficult.  So, I am not going to get into specific 8 

policies but I think, with a collaborative approach, 9 

we could encourage able-bodied people to walk further 10 

to their parking so that the people who really value 11 

the close-in parking will get to use it.  We can make 12 

curbside parking for businesses much more accessible 13 

than it is today through proper pricing and time 14 

limits, and we can use the parking we have.  Someone 15 

mentioned the Star Market parking lot.  There is lots 16 

of off-street parking that could be used better than 17 

it is today. 18 

  This would be a big change.  So, it is not 19 

going to be easy, but I think we shouldn't let 20 

parking stop the vision of the city that we want to 21 

see.  We should envision a city that we want, and 22 

then, make parking work to fit that vision, and -- 23 

(applause) -- thank you very much.  24 
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  RACHEL EVANS:  My name is Rachel Evans, and 1 

I believe I am the first female voice you have heard 2 

this evening.  I am heartened to see there are more 3 

behind me.  I am a longtime Somerville resident.  I 4 

commute three seasons of the year by bicycle, down 5 

Beacon Street.  I commute three seasons of the year 6 

down Beacon Street.  I also frequent this area on 7 

foot and by car.   8 

  I have two school-age children, and I am 9 

not that brave parent.  I do sometimes bicycle with 10 

my children in the bike lane on Beacon Street, and it 11 

terrifies me, and the reason for that is, I have had 12 

two accidents myself in this area.  One was being hit 13 

by the door of a driver getting out of his car, and 14 

the other was by a car turning left over a double 15 

yellow line and crossing the bike lane.  Both of 16 

those accidents could happen to my children in the 17 

bike lane.  I think the cycle track could address 18 

that and, therefore, I support this proposal and I 19 

commend the Department of Transportation and the City 20 

of Somerville for incorporating the cycle track.  21 

Thank you.  (applause) 22 

  BRUCE KULIK:  Once again, Bruce Kulik, 168 23 

Grove Street, Medford, and I have got to say that I 24 
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am very afraid because, especially with the testimony 1 

of the woman just ahead of me, people think that it 2 

is going to be safer to be riding on these cycle 3 

tracks, as opposed to riding on the street, but you 4 

really will have to teach your children all about 5 

traffic anyway and, as far as the accident that this 6 

woman said she was in, the cycle track will make that 7 

worse, the left hooks, the right hooks, it is going 8 

to be because people can't see you and it is because 9 

people don't ride where they can be seen by the 10 

traffic.  The bike lane at least allows you to be 11 

visible.   12 

  If you are hugging the right hand side, you 13 

are going to be in the door zone.  You have to be 14 

careful about that and, frankly, dooring is not the 15 

worse problem that we have to face.  If you look at 16 

what has happened in the Boston area, the vast 17 

majority of the fatalities that occurred in the past 18 

five years have been the result of turning vehicles, 19 

primarily right hooks at various places and not the 20 

result of something that happens mid-block.   21 

  So, I think that it is really disingenuous 22 

to lead people to believe that the cycle track is 23 

going to make it so it is like you are riding on the 24 
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Minuteman Trail.  It just isn't true, and it is 1 

fooling people into believing that it is going to be 2 

safe for their children to ride, perhaps unattended, 3 

on Beacon Street because, again, of all the driveways 4 

and the intersections.  What is important is to have 5 

them learn how to ride properly with you on the 6 

street, which I do with my children. 7 

  Anyhow, I wanted to go on to talk about why 8 

the roadway does not conform to the DOT Bicycle 9 

Accommodation Standards.  Many people are probably 10 

not aware that Massachusetts Law requires that 11 

bicycles do not have to use a bicycle lane, or any 12 

bicycle infrastructure, and so, people will be able 13 

to ride in the street if they feel it is unsafe, as 14 

some of the other people here have mentioned. 15 

  However, there are specific guidelines by 16 

the DOT and this Mass General Law Chapter 87.  17 

Separate accommodations are defined as a bike lane or 18 

shoulder, or combination of parking lane or shoulder 19 

that is at least thirteen feet wide.  Shared bicycle 20 

and pedestrian accommodations are defined as a 21 

shoulder in the absence of a separate sidewalk.   22 

  The guidelining goes on specifically to 23 

state, where on street parking is provided, shoulders 24 
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or bicycle lanes should be maintained between on-1 

street parking and a travel lane.  That means not on 2 

the other side of the cars, and that is really what 3 

my concern is, in the area where the cycle track will 4 

be on the opposite side of the cars.   5 

  Unlike many of the cycle tracks that people 6 

have quoted, say in Copenhagen, the cycle track 7 

crosses numerous private driveways, something that I 8 

have taken a look at through Google Street Views in 9 

Copenhagen, many, many fewer of those.  So, I think 10 

that is a big concern with these cycle tracks. 11 

  I have some other points, but there are 12 

still people in line.  I will mail in these comments. 13 

 Thank you for your attention.  (applause) 14 

  CHARLIE DENISON:  Hi.  My name is Charlie 15 

Denison.  I live at 25 Union Ave. in Somerville.  I 16 

use Beacon Street regularly.  I walk it.  I bike it. 17 

 I take the 83 bus.  I drive my car.  I park on it.  18 

So, I am very familiar with it, and I use it to get 19 

just about anywhere in Cambridge, or downtown, or 20 

even just to patronize the businesses there. 21 

  I would like to say, I fully support the 22 

City's current plan, but I encourage them to think 23 

bigger.  I think cycle tracks, like people have said, 24 
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have a huge benefit to appealing to families and the 1 

young and the old, and it is also great for business 2 

because it brings in more customers without putting 3 

any additional taxation on parking.   4 

  I recognize parking is always a contentious 5 

issue and it will always be controversial, but like 6 

Mark Chase and others have said, there are solutions. 7 

 It is not an insolvable problem.  Through 8 

regulations, through pricing, through the better use 9 

of off-street spaces, I think this is a solvable 10 

problem.   11 

  Furthering the plan, I would hope the cycle 12 

track can go further, as far as possible, hopefully 13 

the entire length of the project, if possible, and I 14 

know the primary reason the City decided to truncate 15 

it at Washington Street was because of the parking 16 

study rates east of Washington Street.  The reasoning 17 

was that, east of Washington Street, the average 18 

occupancy was forty-one percent, which was less than 19 

fifty but, east of it, it was higher than fifty, but 20 

it was sixty-three percent.  So, to me, if the 21 

occupancy was closer to a hundred, if there were 22 

eighty or ninety, or even seventy, I would say maybe 23 

it is not possible with regulations to make it work, 24 
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but it is sixty-three.  So, if we can get it down to 1 

fifty, I think that is a doable goal. 2 

  With the cycle track design, I would ask 3 

that vertical separation be added on the south side, 4 

like there is on the north side, to help separate the 5 

cycle track from the sidewalk a little bit more, and 6 

I hope that raised crossings could be added to the 7 

cycle track at side streets.  I know the City has 8 

said that funding is an issue, but I hope we can find 9 

the money because it really makes the crossing that 10 

much safer and that much more comfortable for 11 

cyclists. 12 

  I also echo other people's desire for 13 

additional crosswalks west of Washington Street.  14 

There's a lot of pedestrians there, particularly at 15 

Oxford Street.  I know people have been asking for a 16 

crosswalk there for a long time, and I hope we can 17 

fit it in there. 18 

  And my last suggestion would be that the 19 

pedestrian signals are automatic so you don't have to 20 

push the button and hope it works, and wait however 21 

long you have to wait.  Cambridge uses the automatic 22 

signals and they are just, they are so much nicer.  23 

You don't feel like you are at the mercy of a button 24 
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and, also, the pedestrian signals, if they could be 1 

make concurrent with a leading pedestrian interview -2 

- interval (applause), that reduces the wait time, 3 

and it reduces the wait time for pedestrians and for 4 

cars.  So, everyone gets through the intersection 5 

faster.    6 

    So, I look forward to what is to come. I 7 

fully support the plan, and I hope to see more.  8 

Thank you. 9 

  CHRISTINA:  Hi.  My name is Christina.  I 10 

am a Beacon Street resident.  I shop on the street 11 

but today I would like to talk for the beginning 12 

cyclists, the hesitant cyclists you have been hearing 13 

so much about.  I am not currently in that category. 14 

 I have finally gotten to the point where I am 15 

comfortable.   16 

  I am a regular Beacon Street commuter but, 17 

when I first moved to Somerville five years ago, 18 

moved to Beacon Street, I really wanted to bike.  I 19 

wanted to be able to get across the City quickly, to 20 

places that didn't have good public transit access.  21 

It is easy to park when I get there.  It's healthy.  22 

It's good for me.  It inexpensive, but I was, you 23 

know, the road scared me.  The Boston drivers, 24 
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Somerville drivers, Cambridge drivers scared me, and 1 

it took me a long time -- I hadn't biked since I was 2 

a kid.   3 

  It took me a long time to figure out how to 4 

ride an adult bike with these hand brakes and gear 5 

shifts, and figure out how to ride on the street with 6 

cars, and navigate traffic, and how to deal with what 7 

happens if the door opens next to me, and what 8 

happens if there is a car parked -- stopped in the 9 

bike lane, and I need to go around them, and I think 10 

it would have made it a lot easier for me to get 11 

going quicker if I had had something like a cycle 12 

track, and I also know that talking to many of my 13 

friends, when I mention that I bicycle, they seem 14 

really interested but very scared; and so, starting 15 

to build this kind of infrastructure in this area I 16 

think is really crucial to moving forward and getting 17 

more bicyclists on the road.  Thank you.  (applause) 18 

  ETHAN:  Hi, everyone.  My name is Ethan.  I 19 

live in Oak Square in Brighton.  I am a very avid 20 

cyclist.  I bike during the fall, spring and summer. 21 

 I actually bike to and from work during those 22 

seasons, all the way to Billerica, to give you an 23 

idea.  I am a big supporter -- I have experience in 24 
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transportation with a car, public transportation and 1 

the bike, so I understand everyone's point of view.  2 

Please understand. 3 

  I am a big supporter of the bike more 4 

because it just creates so much more convenience for 5 

me, but what I want to ask from everyone today, no 6 

matter what form of transportation you use, is please 7 

try to open your minds and be understanding of other 8 

people's -- what other people, who use other forms of 9 

transportation that you don't use, face.  It really 10 

creates more open communication and more safety. 11 

  I support this new project because I think 12 

that, in order to improve safety for both drivers, 13 

cyclists and people who use public transportation or 14 

walk, we have to try new things.  We can't just stick 15 

with what we are doing and expect only that to work. 16 

 So, to everyone out there, I just want to -- 17 

drivers, cyclists, walkers, and public 18 

transportation, please stay safe and please watch out 19 

for each other.  (applause) 20 

  LINDA EPSTEIN:  My name is Linda Epstein.  21 

I -- what?  Oh, okay.  I am a resident of Arlington. 22 

 I cycle on Beacon Street.  I have been cycling on 23 

Beacon Street for about fourteen years.  I commute in 24 
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to Kendall Square, and I am also a former Somerville 1 

resident.  I used to live on Highland, so I know a 2 

lot about parking issues and difficulties with 3 

parking issues in Somerville, but I would like to 4 

say, I support the project in general.  As other 5 

speakers have mentioned, I think this is a big step 6 

in the right direction.   7 

  Will I use the cycle track all the time?  8 

Maybe not.  I cycle four seasons a year -- four 9 

seasons, and there are times, when there is bad 10 

weather, that I would love to have a cycle track.  I 11 

don't like to ride on the sidewalks but often Beacon 12 

Street and other streets are not really safe under 13 

certain conditions and this is my chosen, preferred 14 

mode of transportation, and I hope that the City and 15 

the residents are able to work out the bugs. 16 

  And I think education is the key to 17 

pedestrians, drivers and cyclists getting used to the 18 

cycle track signage.  Any type of education that the 19 

City can provide I think will help.  I have used the 20 

cycle tracks on Concord Street and Vassar Street, and 21 

also going into Brighton, and I enjoy them when I 22 

used them.   23 

  I do feel safer and I think another problem 24 
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it will prevent is all the double parking of trucks 1 

in the bike lanes.  (applause)  So, bike lanes are 2 

basically a place for trucks to double park, and I 3 

see the trepidation that beginning cyclists have when 4 

trying to figure out how to navigate around a double 5 

parked truck on Beacon Street, and I think the cycle 6 

track will actually reduce this issue.  Thank you.  7 

(applause)        8 

  BARBARA STEINER:  Hi.  My name is Barbara 9 

Steiner.  I live in Union Square and I don't bike 10 

because I have almost been killed on a bike, or worse 11 

than killed.  So, I walk a lot, and I would like to 12 

give a couple of comments about this. 13 

  I think this has potential to be very 14 

exciting as long as it is safe and as long as some of 15 

the parking issues and residential issues can be 16 

addressed.  I think, if you have a bike -- this bike 17 

lane that is being proposed, a lot of people will be 18 

coming to the area and stopping at these shops, it 19 

could be become kind of an exciting area for people 20 

(applause) who might not ordinarily do it, or might 21 

just want to get through it as fast as possible 22 

because, right now, it is not very attractive, and we 23 

all agree the road needs to be improved.  I think 24 
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actually the small businesses might see an 1 

improvement, including those little spas because, 2 

when you are biking, you need water and juice, and 3 

things like that.  I remember that when I used to 4 

bike.  I used to like that.   5 

  As a walker, I want to just reiterate the 6 

need for more crosswalks further up the road towards 7 

Porter Square.  It is a little frightening to me to 8 

see that there are none, and people, pedestrians will 9 

use them, and especially with parking that is going 10 

to be reduced or even modified, you have got to have 11 

more safety for pedestrians to make it more 12 

attractive and easier for us to get around. 13 

  I am also concerned about the interaction 14 

between pedestrians and bicyclists because I have 15 

been on that end of accidents, as well.  So, I want 16 

to make sure that this is safe for everybody, that 17 

nobody gets in anybody's way because the pedestrians 18 

are the slow ones without anything, except their own 19 

bodies, to take care of them. 20 

  And, as for current residents' parking, it 21 

is tough.  I know.  There are sections in the area 22 

that are way worse than this.  It is frightening to 23 

me to think about where people might have to park, if 24 
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they have to go really far from where they live but I 1 

was thinking that maybe some solutions could include 2 

people over a certain age -- not everybody is 3 

handicapped and can get a handicap spot, who can't -- 4 

who find it difficult to walk so far to get to their 5 

car.  So, there may be allowances or some system made 6 

for people who are older, who need to park a little 7 

closer to where they live, but I think there's not a 8 

lot of -- I don't know how many driveways there on 9 

Beacon Street in this section because I think that 10 

was one of the issues, is people don't have 11 

driveways.  They don't have a place to put their car. 12 

 So, I am not sure if driveways in the bike -- the 13 

dedicated bike lane is going to be an issue. 14 

  And again, I think fear is a big -- moves 15 

us all, and I think it is important to seize the 16 

moment, and I think it could be very exciting if it 17 

is done right, and if safety is paramount.  Thank you 18 

(applause) 19 

  LYNN MCWHOOD:  Hi.  I am Lynn McWhood.  I 20 

live at 45 Edison Street.  I had sort of a question. 21 

 I appears that there is one section of the proposed 22 

cycle track in which there will be bus stops adjacent 23 

to the bus -- to the cycle track, and it wasn't clear 24 
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to me how that was going to work.  In other words, if 1 

you are getting on and off the bus, if there is a 2 

cycle track that is raised, presumably, you have to 3 

cross the cycle track to get to the sidewalk. 4 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I think Dave can 5 

probably answer that for you, Ma'am. 6 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  Again, for the record, I 7 

am Dave Giangrande with Design Consultants.  As it 8 

relates to the bus stop, we are going to work with 9 

the MBTA to relocate the bus stops.  Two of them are 10 

very close to the, probably the one that you are 11 

referring to is very close to Park Street.  So, we 12 

are looking at relocating those onto Park Street, in 13 

particular.  I think that is probably the bus stop 14 

that is in question at this stage. 15 

  So, again, it is part of the design 16 

process.  We still have a lot of work to do, but 17 

relocating those bus stops in close proximity to 18 

where they exist today is something that we will work 19 

with the MBTA, and the MBTA is here tonight, as well. 20 

 I don't know where the person is right now but they 21 

are here, Todd Blake from the MBTA. 22 

  LYNN MCWHOOD:  There was one other issue.  23 

People keep bringing up the lack of crosswalks 24 
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between Oxford Street and Sacramento Street.  At a 1 

hearing a couple of years ago for a hotel that was 2 

proposed at the corner of Somerville Ave. and Beacon 3 

Street, the then Parking Director insisted that the 4 

only place that you could safely add a crosswalk in 5 

that segment was at Eustis Street.  That still leaves 6 

a very long area that you can't cross, and moving all 7 

the parking to one side will just make a greater need 8 

for people to cross.  (applause) 9 

  JANE BESTOR:  My name is Jane Bestor and I 10 

live on Lowell Street, and I do not drive, so I walk 11 

everywhere.  Actually, I have walked everywhere up 12 

until a friend, at my advanced age, suggested that I 13 

get on a bicycle, and so, I am one of those recent 14 

older risk-averse people who is now on wheels 15 

(applause) and I have to say that I have been very 16 

interested in urban planning in Somerville, and I 17 

participated in some of the comprehensive planning 18 

sessions, and I think that there has been a concerted 19 

effort to try to increase the literacy of Somerville 20 

residents about the urban fabric and the way we live 21 

and experience it, and it is therefore a great 22 

disappointment that the plans really are so 23 

inadequate, as one of the early speakers mentioned, 24 
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for this project because it is a very complex 1 

project.   2 

  It is a very dense urban -- Beacon Street 3 

is a very dense street.  It has a lot of residences 4 

and parking lots coming into it.  It is a straight 5 

from my house to the Kendall Square Cinema, and to 6 

all the places I love to shop in Inman Square and, 7 

you know, every place actually from Cafe Rustica on, 8 

and I think that it would be a huge mistake to leave 9 

some of the critical design issues that have been 10 

raised here tonight vaguely to later sessions of the 11 

planning process.  It seems to me particularly the 12 

issues of cycle tracks versus a true designated bus -13 

- bicycle lane really are very serious issues that 14 

need to be addressed. 15 

  As one of those older, risk-averse 16 

cyclists, who now loves to cycle, I have to tell you 17 

that, if I were a parent and had children, I do have 18 

children, they are grown now and they both love to 19 

bike, I would be very worried about the cycle tracks. 20 

 I think that the prime (1:35:42) case for a true 21 

designated bike lane would be a much safer option, 22 

and I think that really harder work needs to be done. 23 

 We need to see better plans.   24 
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  I am really grateful to the people who have 1 

done a lot of work tonight and come out and really 2 

had substantive comments to make on that issue.  I 3 

don't think these matters should be swept under the 4 

carpet and dealt with at later stages when it is too 5 

late.  The City of Somerville can be wonderfully 6 

progressive but it also, as I know from thirty years 7 

of living here, has a very long history of moving too 8 

fast on projects in which there is a very great stake 9 

for a lot of people, and this is the case for the 10 

Beacon Street planning.  (applause) 11 

  CHARVAK CARPADE:  Hi.  My name is Charvak 12 

Carpade.  I have lived in Cambridge for about 13 

thirteen years.  Ten years ago, about ten years ago, 14 

Cambridge took away half the parking on Memorial 15 

Drive.  I live near Ames Street, and the entire 16 

riverside, I could park on it, and they removed half 17 

the parking.  So, when that first happened, I was 18 

very concerned that I wouldn't have a place to put my 19 

car but, somehow, it turned out that parking was the 20 

same.  It was like not any easier, not any harder, 21 

and I think that is because of what economists call 22 

demand elasticity.  It is sort of, people adapt to 23 

whatever their situation is.   24 
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  I never drive to work because I work in 1 

Downtown Boston.  I drove here tonight because there 2 

is free parking, and it is cold out, and I am lazy, 3 

but I would have biked if there wasn't free parking, 4 

if this was more difficult.   5 

  I don't really think parking should be free 6 

because it is unfair to the people who don't have 7 

cars.  I live in a building with forty people and 8 

there are six parking spots out front on the street. 9 

 I get it for twenty-five dollars a year from 10 

Cambridge, and I park my car there, but there are 11 

thirty-four other people in the building who probably 12 

pay a hundred and fifty bucks a month for extra 13 

space, for a five by ten storage unit, and it just 14 

doesn't seem like an efficient use of resources to 15 

allow me to put my car there all year round, 16 

occupying all that space, and it -- when I could 17 

really just get rid of it and ride a bike. 18 

  So, yes, I just wanted to point that out as 19 

some people feel entitled to having free parking, but 20 

that doesn't seem fair.  Thank you.  (applause)  21 

  SAM COREN:  My name is Sam Coren.  I live 22 

at 29 Forest Street, right off Beacon Street, a 23 

little nub that is actually in Somerville, but most 24 
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of my street is in Cambridge, making parking kind of 1 

a nightmare, but I don't want to talk about parking 2 

too much.  I want to talk about data. 3 

  Somerville is a city that prides itself on 4 

making decisions with data, the best data we have, 5 

and there are two pretty glaring omissions in the 6 

Design Exception Report and some of the plans the 7 

City has submitted, and something that I actually 8 

want to commend the Boston Cyclists Union on.  I know 9 

I have been butting heads with a lot of you guys, but 10 

I do appreciate some of the work you do, and some of 11 

the work the Somerville Bike Committee does in 12 

getting more people to bike, and trying to make them 13 

bike safer. 14 

  There was a huge push after these fatal 15 

accidents on Comm Ave., to get police data 16 

description of accident reports on the cycling 17 

accidents, and there just wasn't any narrative for 18 

what kinds of cycling accidents were happening on 19 

Beacon Street at all.  There were counts.  There was 20 

a little crash map, but really nothing that described 21 

what happened, was it dooring, was it a hook, was it 22 

the drunk guy texting on his bike that crashed out in 23 

front of David's house and hit a car?  These are 24 
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really the things we need to know to design better 1 

infrastructure.  Otherwise, we are just kind of 2 

designing things haphazardly and very blindly. 3 

  And to some of the cycling advocates that 4 

talked about the studies in depth, we really need to 5 

take away what the lessons they learned were.  As 6 

someone pointed out, well, if we did all the cycle 7 

track best practices, we would really only have a 8 

cycle track that went from Park Street to Washington, 9 

and originally that's what I thought this cycle track 10 

was going to be.  People said, hey, unused parking on 11 

Beacon Street, obviously, the meters no one uses 12 

anymore.   13 

  So, you know, not to rehash all the pain 14 

about parking but there is data on the number of 15 

resident permits issued for Somerville and there 16 

hasn't been anything from Traffic and Parking 17 

regarding any of these plans, and it can't be even 18 

that hard to get that done.  I mean, even if you 19 

don't own a car, you still get two visitor passes.  20 

So, that is something that should be taken into 21 

account. 22 

  And as for the small businesses, I thought 23 

it was a nice gesture of Boston Cyclists Union and 24 
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Livable Streets to try to do a customer intercept 1 

survey, to get an idea of business parking usage, but 2 

resident parking usage is also important because 3 

there's going to be at least two or three handicap 4 

parking spaces that are going to go away, and we 5 

don't really know how big of a deal that is.  I mean, 6 

to some people, a car is their only sense of mobile 7 

freedom. 8 

  I mean, I had a friend that died at twenty-9 

two from a congenital heart defect, and the one time 10 

he felt free was when he got his license.  So, you 11 

know, you don't necessarily even need to be a 12 

handicapped resident.  We have visitors.  My mom, she 13 

can't get around by foot as much anymore and, if that 14 

parking is gone, she is probably not going to drive 15 

up and visit me anymore, and there are just similar 16 

stories.   17 

  So, I mean, you think, oh, you know, let's 18 

not subsidize free personal car storage, but we are a 19 

community.  We are people here and we have to really 20 

understand, with the best data we can, quantitative, 21 

qualitative, getting what is out there so we can 22 

design the best Beacon Street.  (applause) 23 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  I am glad the DOT came 24 
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here tonight to listen to some of us, although, I am 1 

just wondering -- 2 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 3 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  My name is Claudia Mullen. 4 

 I am glad the DOT came here tonight to listen to 5 

some of us, but my concern is that they are just 6 

going through the motions and that they are not 7 

really listening and they are not going to take our 8 

concerns seriously.   9 

  I have nothing against bicycles, nothing 10 

against cars.  I drive a car.  I very rarely ride a 11 

bicycle, but I think it is great that other people 12 

do, and I would like to echo what that woman just 13 

said.  I think, with a little more diligence, we can 14 

come up with something that can make most everybody 15 

happy but, before the DOT goes forward, I think they 16 

need to do their homework and do some due diligence. 17 

  We spent, the taxpayer in this room, spent 18 

twenty-two million dollars on Somerville Ave. design. 19 

 David Giangrande did that design.  He does every 20 

single design that the DOT gets involved, with this 21 

City, every single one.  You can go to the DOT 22 

website and check it out.   23 

  Twenty-two million dollar taxpayer funded 24 
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project on Somerville Ave.  I have never seen more 1 

traffic in the close to thirty years that I have been 2 

here (applause) since after David Giangrande designed 3 

it and ruined it, and now I have traffic going from 4 

Park Street, at the intersection of Park and 5 

Somerville Ave., all the way down to the end of 6 

Beacon, and two hours a day you cannot turn from 7 

Beacon Street onto Park Street because there is 8 

already a car all the way at the end. 9 

  And when I called DOT and asked them to 10 

explain that to me, oh, no, that's not in the design. 11 

 We will just have to look at that.  I said, well, I 12 

knew it wasn't in the design but it is on the street, 13 

and it is only two years old, twenty-two million 14 

dollars we paid for that to happen.  It never 15 

happened that way before.  That actually means I 16 

cannot pull out of my driveway from between four 17 

o'clock and about six thirty. 18 

  David Giangrande is doing Assembly Row.  He 19 

is doing Beacon Street, McGoon Square, Union Square. 20 

 I mean, he does everything.  Who is this guy?  I 21 

don't understand it.  When you have the bidding 22 

process, in Mass. General Law, it is supposed to mean 23 

that, statistically, one person can't get every 24 
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single job.  This makes no sense to me.   1 

  None of these documents over here have a 2 

seal on them.  Mass. General Law, Chapter 112, 3 

Section 81M, it's a short little law, some of you 4 

could pull it right up on your desktops right now, on 5 

your laptops. 6 

  Now, David Giangrande just raised his 7 

finger and said, two minutes, because he doesn't like 8 

what I am saying.  Other people got to finish.  I 9 

would like to finish.  (applause)  Thank you. 10 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  This is not 11 

about David Giangrande. 12 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  But you didn't cut other 13 

people at two minutes. 14 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  I am just saying it's 15 

two minutes.  I didn't say you had to stop. 16 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Everyone got two 17 

minutes.  You have two minutes.  18 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  No, everybody didn't get 19 

two minutes.  Some people got longer. 20 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Okay, go ahead, 21 

continue.   22 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  So, there isn't -- Chapter 23 

-- Mass. General Law, Chapter 112, Section 81 -- I 24 
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don't speak for him.  I speak for myself.  Mass. 1 

General Law, Chapter 112, Section 81M says that 2 

anytime a land surveyor, an architect or a 3 

professional civil engineer submits anything to a 4 

state agency, it has to be stamped with their state-5 

issued seal.  Not one document up there, with all 6 

those photographs on there, has a state-issued seal 7 

on it, and David Giangrande's name is not on any of 8 

it, and I am not sure why a meeting was called when 9 

he is not taking ownership of those documents in 10 

terms of the way the law required.  That is a 11 

violation of his license. 12 

  And is there a land surveyor assigned to 13 

this job?  When I called the Division of Professional 14 

Licensure, they said that, with this much work, with 15 

this much reconstruction, a land surveyor should be 16 

assigned because of all the residential, all of the 17 

commercial, the mixed use properties and the fact 18 

that there's ninety-nine easements being required, 19 

even though they are temporary, a land surveyor, not 20 

a hundred year old plot plan, that a land surveyor 21 

did a hundred years ago, but a current land surveyor 22 

should be assigned to this.   23 

  I asked Mr. Frank Suszynski from District 24 
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4, and he laughed at me when I asked him that 1 

question, but they didn't laugh at me at the State.  2 

They said they were very concerned about it.  He 3 

didn't answer my question when I asked him if there 4 

was a land surveyor assigned to this. 5 

  And I am also concerned about brick 6 

crosswalks.  I don't see any wheelchairs here, but 7 

people in wheelchairs have spoken publicly that those 8 

brick crosswalks that David Giangrande put on 9 

Somerville Ave. cause vibration to people in 10 

wheelchairs and they are dead set against it.  They 11 

have asked us not to use them.  Arlington, Cambridge 12 

and Boston do not use the brick crosswalks.  I don't 13 

know why we are trying to put people who have the 14 

guts to go out in wheelchairs at a disadvantage.  I 15 

think that's very unfair in Somerville.  I refuse to 16 

have my tax dollars -- excuse me -- I am very -- I 17 

refuse to have my tax dollars to pay for a brick 18 

crosswalk that people in wheelchairs are dead set 19 

against.  There has been extensive writing on this in 20 

The Globe and in other places.  You can look this up. 21 

  22 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Okay.  I am 23 

going to ask you to wrap it up.  You can come back 24 
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and -- 1 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Yes, I am just -- 2 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I want to give 3 

everybody an opportunity. 4 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Yes.  I would like my 5 

questions answered, and I think that's pretty much 6 

it. 7 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Thank you. 8 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  So, am I -- (applause)  I 9 

just went on the record.  Whose is going to answer my 10 

questions and when will they answer them?  I want to 11 

know about a land surveyor.  I want to know about the 12 

seal.  I want to know about -- you know, I want to 13 

know -- I want the answers to my questions. 14 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  We will work 15 

with the City and get back to you.  How's that? 16 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  No, I want my questions to 17 

come to me.  Pat Jehlen is here, and I would like her 18 

to know who is going to answer my questions. 19 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  We will work 20 

together with the City, and we will answer your 21 

questions. 22 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  I am not the City.  I am 23 

me.  I came to a public meeting. 24 
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  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes. 1 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Who are you that I am 2 

speaking to on the record? 3 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Shawn Holland, 4 

MassDOT. 5 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Mr. Holland, I would like 6 

to know who is going to answer my questions.  I came 7 

here, gave my name, spoke in a public meeting, which 8 

was publicly noticed.  I want the answers to my 9 

questions -- I don't want intermediaries. 10 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I don't have the 11 

answers to your questions because I don't work with 12 

the City.  I --  13 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Will you answer my 14 

questions directly? 15 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I will work with 16 

the City and we will get back to you. 17 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  That is inappropriate 18 

because I don't want to go through the City.  I want 19 

to go directly to you. 20 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I don't have the 21 

answer, Ma'am.  I don't have the answer.  I don't 22 

know what you are talking about, so I have to talk to 23 

the City. 24 
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  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Will you get back to me 1 

with your answers? 2 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes. 3 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  You will? 4 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes. 5 

  CLAUDIA MULLEN:  Thank you.  (applause) 6 

  RON NEWMAN:  Hi. My name is Ron Newman.  I 7 

live at 18 Day Street in Davis Square, but I used to 8 

-- when I first moved to Somerville, I lived at 48 9 

Kent Street, which is just off Beacon Street.  I am a 10 

member of the Somerville Bicycle Committee and I 11 

generally support the plan but I think it is 12 

important to make some accommodation with the Star 13 

Market to relocate the parking that is being removed 14 

from the street into the unused parking lot because 15 

my understanding is that that parking lot is only 16 

about one-third used, even at its most busy and the 17 

City should make some lease arrangement as they do in 18 

Davis Square, to allow residents and visitors to park 19 

there.  If that is taken care of, I fully support the 20 

cycle track.   21 

  Mostly, though, I wanted to talk about 22 

pedestrian issues because the plan that is being 23 

shown here really is not a complete street because it 24 
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has no -- it has -- right now, there is a crosswalk 1 

at the corner of Kent, Museum and Beacon Street.  2 

Right now, there is a traffic light with a push 3 

button and there is a crosswalk.  This plan takes 4 

that out.  I don't think that makes sense to take 5 

that out.  That is a heavily used crosswalk, and I 6 

don't think it necessarily still needs to have a 7 

light but there still needs to be a crosswalk at that 8 

location and this has been told to the engineer a few 9 

times.  I am not quite sure why it is not yet in the 10 

plan. 11 

  Also, there needs to be a crosswalk at 12 

Oxford Street.  That is a place where a lot of people 13 

need to cross Beacon, and there should be at least 14 

one somewhere between Oxford and Sacramento.  If 15 

these issues are taken care of, I think you have got 16 

a great plan but you can't ignore the needs of 17 

pedestrians in this corridor.  Thank you.  (applause) 18 

  ASTRA DODDS:  I know by now this is a very 19 

finicky microphone, so I hope I can -- you tell me if 20 

I am not doing it right.  My name is Astra Dodds.  I 21 

live on Wendell Street, Cambridge, where I have lived 22 

a block and a half from Beacon Street for forty 23 

years.  I have been crossing Beacon Street to reach 24 
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the Star Market and now Petsi for at least that long. 1 

 I often walk Beacon Street to Porter Square and the 2 

Porter Square T because I find walking along Beacon 3 

Street is much more pleasant than upheaved and shady 4 

Oxford Street. 5 

  I object to adding a cycle track to the 6 

Beacon Street Reconstruction Project.  The greater 7 

safety this cycle track buys the cyclist is an 8 

illusion.  The increased danger of cyclist/pedestrian 9 

conflict is real.  Walking is the only way I 10 

experience Beacon Street.  So, I am a really keen 11 

student of bicyclist behavior/pedestrian behavior and 12 

motorist behavior or I wouldn't be here to talk to 13 

you tonight. 14 

  I am a longtime member of WalkBoston, and I 15 

served on the Cambridge Pedestrian Advisory Committee 16 

for five years, although these opinions I express 17 

tonight are my own.  I have spent most of the last 18 

twenty years lobbying for alternative transportation, 19 

particularly walking and public transportation. 20 

  There are two wonderful improvements on the 21 

plan, which is reconfiguring the top of Oxford, so 22 

there is a continuous sidewalk and motorists have to 23 

signal a right turn onto Oxford, which will help 24 
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everybody. Also, adding the crosswalk along the 1 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences is a wonderful 2 

development, but there are seven crosswalk problems 3 

that need fixing. 4 

  For Beacon Street to be a complete street, 5 

it has to work well for pedestrians, as well for 6 

pedestrians as it does for everyone else.  7 

Pedestrians don't care about the -- do care about the 8 

quality of sidewalks along the roadway, but they care 9 

equally about the perennial question, how did the 10 

chicken cross the road, which is the way you have to 11 

approach it on Beacon Street. 12 

  As I walked from the crosswalk at the 13 

bridge down to the crosswalk at Sacramento Street 14 

twice last week and timed it, it was ten minutes, 15 

which means it is a half mile, which certainly 16 

doesn't meet the standards for the frequency of 17 

crosswalks in an urban environment.  When the T was 18 

talking about building -- bidding out the air rights 19 

over the railroad tracks along Somerville Ave., we 20 

were told that there are thirty thousand people who 21 

live within a mile walk of Porter Square, and that 22 

gives you some clue to the density along Beacon 23 

Street. 24 
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  The -- so, adding crosswalks -- but I don't 1 

necessarily think it has to be right at Oxford 2 

Street.  I think somewhere down Oxford would be 3 

better because of the rate at which motor vehicles 4 

come over the bridge would make it very difficult. 5 

  The Sacramento Street crosswalk needs to 6 

stay where it is.  I have told the idea was to move 7 

to it, to line it up better with the underpass.  The 8 

underpass, I have long believed, needed to be 9 

promoted.  It needs to be promoted with a mural on 10 

the side Petsi's building, not by moving the 11 

crosswalk.  The crosswalk where it is not, at 12 

O'Sullivan's, lines up perfectly with a break in the 13 

Star Market fence.  Seventy-five percent of the 14 

people who cross there are headed to Star Market.  If 15 

you didn't catch that on the pedestrian count, it is 16 

because of the wrong time of day or the wrong time of 17 

the week, but it has been there for forty years and 18 

it represents a pedestrian desire line. 19 

  The Museum -- you know, I understand that, 20 

you know, I understand, I am not here to talk about 21 

parking and the fear of beginning cyclists.  I am 22 

here to represent pedestrians and pedestrians, I 23 

really, I have spent two days working on what I was 24 
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going to say tonight and I am going to go as fast as 1 

I can, but I am going to insist that pedestrian 2 

issues that I have identified, that I give a synopsis 3 

view of what they are.  (applause) 4 

  The Museum Street crosswalk, and never mind 5 

the fact that the gender imbalance is here, so is the 6 

mode of transportation imbalance.  The Museum Street 7 

crosswalk should not be eliminated.  Maybe it doesn't 8 

have to be signalized, but it also represents a 9 

desire line. 10 

  All the signalized Beacon Street 11 

intersections should have automatic walk cycles, at 12 

least at Scott and Park, and Kirkland/Washington, and 13 

they should also -- yes, automatic -- no signalized 14 

intersection should require pedestrians to wait more 15 

than ninety seconds.  That was a goal that the 16 

Cambridge Director of Traffic and Parking set in 17 

Cambridge.  So now, if you ever have to wait more 18 

than ninety seconds in Cambridge, you let me know and 19 

I will let her know.  It must be achievable because 20 

she wants traffic to move, too. 21 

  The current plan to pave all marked 22 

crosswalks with reddish brown pavers edged in granite 23 

undermines pedestrian safety and flies in the face of 24 
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current standards for crosswalk design, as the woman 1 

earlier mentioned.  Now, I understand it has become 2 

something of a Somerville citywide policy to build 3 

crosswalks like this, but nobody else is doing it 4 

that way.  To be visible at night, crosswalks need to 5 

be marked in bright white reflective strips that are 6 

slip and trip resistant.   7 

  This color and pattern is the symbol for 8 

pedestrians crossing most easily recognized by fast 9 

moving cyclists and distracted drivers.  It is the 10 

pattern that best illuminates pedestrian presence in 11 

the crosswalk, especially night.  Granite edging in 12 

crosswalks is a slip hazard.  Crosswalks are 13 

technically a safety device and should not be 14 

camouflaged or decorated in the name of street 15 

beautification (applause) and, if you want to see an 16 

example of a place where it was done and then had to 17 

be ripped up, look at the intersection of my street, 18 

Wendell, and Oxford, where there is a raised 19 

intersection that was paved in red pavers, and it -- 20 

motorists did not recognize it as a crosswalk.  It 21 

has now been ripped up on four sides, so it could be 22 

laid with asphalt and white stripes.  That is at very 23 

great expense.   24 
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  I am dismayed to hear that there is any 1 

plan to tinker with public transportation on Beacon 2 

Street.  I worked for about a year to try to get the 3 

83 bus back on Beacon Street where it originally was 4 

until the railroad bridge became too weak, and that 5 

plan failed.  So, it -- every time public 6 

transportation gets tinkered with on Beacon Street, I 7 

get worried. 8 

  But, for the cycle track, it is a 9 

particular concern for me, and it doesn't have to do 10 

with parking.  It has to do with the fact that casual 11 

cyclists ride four times faster than people walk.  12 

Cycling advocates lobbied hard for bicycles to be 13 

made legally deemed vehicles, largely to establish 14 

their right to ride in the road.  Taking cyclists off 15 

the road and putting them on what amounts to a 16 

sidewalk is a step backwards for both cyclists and 17 

pedestrians.  People who mount a bicycle or get 18 

behind the wheel of a car -- 19 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Excuse me.  I 20 

don't want to interrupt you -- 21 

  ASTRA DODDS:  Okay, but you do -- 22 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I -- can you -- 23 

  ASTRA DODDS:  I will do it faster. 24 
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  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  It is just not 1 

fair.  These people are waiting here.  I just want to 2 

give everybody an opportunity. 3 

  ASTRA DODDS:  I understand but if it is all 4 

-- if it is about more parking versus teaching a 5 

scared bicyclist to ride, I insist the pedestrians 6 

have a little -- 7 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I am with you a 8 

hundred percent. 9 

  ASTRA DODDS:  Okay. 10 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Okay, thank you. 11 

  ASTRA DODDS:  Twenty-five percent of 12 

Americans have a disability of some kind, which is 13 

not always obvious.  How can pedestrians with 14 

disabilities, which might include limited vision, 15 

mobility, hearing or cognitive processing skills, and 16 

that includes young children, manage to safely 17 

coexist with fast moving bicycles on a cycle track 18 

that looks like a sidewalk. 19 

  The way that the cycle track is separated 20 

from the sidewalk includes no physical barrier to 21 

cyclists moving into the sidewalk, nor any for young 22 

children or dogs to go into the path of the cyclist. 23 

 I, personally, do everything I can not to share the 24 
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same elevation with cyclists, and I -- the cycle 1 

track seems like just a step short of encouraging 2 

sidewalk cycling which, as someone pointed out, when 3 

you put in a short cycle track, what happens at 4 

either end?  It seems to me that it practically 5 

invites people to continue on ordinary sidewalks when 6 

they run out of cycle track, and I don't think visual 7 

barriers count, the trees and the trash cans, and 8 

never mind the trash on trash day. 9 

  Side -- and also the speed limit thing.  10 

Sidewalk cycling, there has been a lot of discussion 11 

about the speed limits.  Sidewalk cycling speed 12 

limits are a fiction.  They are a placebo doled out 13 

to lull pedestrians into making life safer for 14 

cyclists at pedestrians' expense, and wider sidewalks 15 

don't make it easier to share, either. 16 

  Anyway, I don't -- I guess I need to move 17 

on to here.  The frequently changing conditions of a 18 

cycle track including one of the most common ways in 19 

which cyclists are hit by cars is called Offroad 20 

Rideout, and it involves crossing driveways and side 21 

streets from a direction in which motor vehicles 22 

don't expect you to come, and I can't see the 23 

difference between the cycle track and a sidewalk in 24 
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this case.  It seems to me that, even by the cycling 1 

statistics that exists, it sets up a very dangerous 2 

situation. 3 

  I think vehicles, motorized and non-4 

motorized, belong in the roadway, a roadway that is 5 

made safe for all users, and that the cycle track 6 

plan, as I understand it, is too short, too 7 

discontinuous, and it essentially puts -- requires me 8 

to walk along Beacon Street sharing a space with 9 

cyclists from which I am not protected the way I am 10 

when there is a street where they belong.  Thank you 11 

very much.  (applause) 12 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Unless somebody 13 

has something new to add, I know it is getting late 14 

and people are getting a little tired.  Some people 15 

are complaining, we are hearing the same thing over 16 

and over again.  If you really want to speak, this is 17 

your last opportunity, and I think we will start 18 

winding it down, if people don't mind.  Thank you.  19 

  JAMES BAKAS:  Good evening.  My name is 20 

James Bakas.  I am a resident of Somerville.  I live 21 

at 4 Webster Ave. in Union Square.  My previous 22 

addresses, for the past three years, have been in 23 

Somerville and Cambridge.  I lived off of Eustis 24 
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Street and I lived off of Albion Street, right on the 1 

corner of Albion, Cedar and Somerville.   2 

  So, I am also a worker/owner of Boston 3 

Collective Delivery.  It is a bicycle messenger 4 

service that serves the Boston Metropolitan area.  I 5 

spend about eight hours -- over eight hours a day on 6 

the streets throughout Boston, Somerville, Cambridge, 7 

doing point-to-point deliveries within time 8 

constraints, but I would like to show my solidarity 9 

with all vulnerable road users, include cyclists, 10 

pedestrians, handicapped, and special needs users of 11 

the City's infrastructure. 12 

  I say in solidarity with them because I 13 

have been hit by cars in Boston and have been doored 14 

in the Somerville area, as well.  So, I have that 15 

empathy.  I don't know how many of you have been hit 16 

by a car or have experienced physical accidents, or 17 

anything like that.  It is a very traumatic 18 

experience, not only physically but emotionally, and 19 

I would like to address the DOT and City about the 20 

importance of continuing forward and considering the 21 

cycle track a part of the plan for Beacon Street.  I 22 

believe that, with the input that is received this 23 

evening, and from last week, the City should consider 24 
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proper safety modifications to the current plan that 1 

will address everyone's concerns. 2 

  But I would also like to, in closing, 3 

address something that people have been raising, but 4 

no one has really kind of spoken about, the parking 5 

problem that people are saying a third of the parking 6 

removal is in fact for pedestrian safety to add 7 

sidewalk along the Academy so that pedestrians no 8 

longer have to walk in the road next to moving cars 9 

and trucks.  Some fifteen to twenty additional spaces 10 

are illegal spots at corners and crosswalks that must 11 

disappear regardless of whether there is a cycle 12 

track.  Another thirty of these spaces to be removed 13 

east of Avala Street are metered and hardly used.  14 

Therefore, the only removal of thirty to thirty-five 15 

reasonably used legal parking spaces, a third of the 16 

total, has anything to do with the cycle track.  Yes, 17 

sorry about that.  Yes.  If anyone has any questions, 18 

I will be other there.  (applause) 19 

  ALAN MOORE:  I will be very quick.  My name 20 

is Alan Moore.  I live four houses up here on Cherry 21 

Street.  I am on the Bicycle Committee in Somerville, 22 

but I am just speaking for myself right now.  I drive 23 

and bike and park and shop on Beacon Street, and I 24 
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think that this, the design that has been proposed 1 

and is being reviewed here is a good and fair 2 

distribution of the use of a very narrow right-of-3 

way, sixty-six feet, between cars, bicyclists, parked 4 

cars, pedestrians, and I trust that the details of 5 

the final design can be worked out to make this a 6 

safe corridor for all.  Thank you.  (applause) 7 

  DEBBIE GAYLIFF:  Hi.  My name is Debbie 8 

Gayliff.  I live in Cambridge on Hammond Street, near 9 

Beacon Street.  I am also a member of the Cambridge 10 

Pedestrian Committee, although I am speaking for 11 

myself.  So, I am a pedestrian.  I walk a lot on 12 

Beacon Street, across Beacon Street.  I really want 13 

the Museum Street crosswalk and signal to remain 14 

because, even when Beacon Street is redone, it is not 15 

going to be that great to walk on.  It is a bigger 16 

street.  So, I really need to be able to cross.  I 17 

would just as soon keep the Sacramento Street 18 

crosswalk where it is because I go to the Star 19 

Market, too, and we really need more crosswalks north 20 

of Sacramento Street, particularly at Oxford Street. 21 

  I am also a cyclist.  I am very much in 22 

favor of a cycle track.  This whole area doesn't have 23 

enough cycle tracks.  We tried to get one on Huron 24 
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Avenue.  It doesn't seem to come in Cambridge, and I 1 

think it is wonderful that Somerville is trying to 2 

put one in.  There may be problems.  I think that it 3 

really does have to be distinguished with a sidewalk. 4 

 It is not a sidewalk.  A different level would help. 5 

 A different color would help, and I gather there is 6 

going to be stuff in between, street furniture, 7 

maybe, or a post, or something. 8 

  And lastly, I would like to say, the end of 9 

Museum Street, which I know is not technically part 10 

of this project, but the Somerville end of Museum 11 

Street is in just as bad shape, the surface, as 12 

Beacon Street is.  It is horrible, horrible for 13 

driving.  It is horrible for riding a bike on and, if 14 

it is not done now, it is going to be like an orphan. 15 

 It is separate.  Cambridge, we did Museum Street up 16 

to the Somerville line and it is going to be done on 17 

Beacon Street, so there is going to be this little 18 

bumpy area and, if there is any way it could be 19 

included, that would be great.  Thank you.  20 

(applause) 21 

  ILYANNA COBBLERS:  Good evening.  My name 22 

is (Ilyanna Cobblers) and I live on Beacon Street, 23 

305 and 307.  I have business and my main concern is 24 
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parking because the clients come in to the shop and 1 

they won't be able to park.  So, I am happy that the 2 

street is going to be done but I am sad because I 3 

will probably lose so many parking spots and I will 4 

not be able to accommodate my customers.  So, I am 5 

hoping that you will give some consideration about 6 

that.  So, thank you, and I hope that something 7 

happens for us.  (applause) 8 

  PAT JEHLEN:  I am Pat Jehlen.  I live on 9 

Dane Street, two blocks from Beacon Street.  I have 10 

lived there for forty-five years, and I have been on 11 

Beacon Street in some form or another almost every 12 

day and my granddaughters also bike and cycle to 13 

Porter Square.  So, I want to say that I am really 14 

grateful to Shawn Holland for your patience and your 15 

work, and to other people from DOT for coming 16 

tonight, and all the people in Somerville who have 17 

worked so hard and taken so much interest in this 18 

project.   19 

  The people who live and work, and travel 20 

along Beacon Street have waited for this project for 21 

almost fifteen years.  There are many perspectives on 22 

Beacon Street, but we all agree that fixing the 23 

surface is the first and best thing you can do.  I 24 



 107 
 

 

 
 ATM, Inc 
 339-674-9100 

used to cycle on Beacon Street and I would go again 1 

in two conditions.  One is if it is somewhat close to 2 

flat and, second, if the weather would get a little 3 

better.  One of those, we have a little more control 4 

over.   5 

  I understand that the people who live and 6 

work, and own businesses along the northern end of 7 

Beacon Street have legitimate concerns, and my 8 

concerns with theirs continue about the parking 9 

because they will lose not just half, more than half 10 

of the parking spaces there, more than half because 11 

of the other illegal parking spaces that will be 12 

removed, but also because they street sweeping twice 13 

a month when there is no parking on northern Beacon 14 

Street.  So, that concerns me but those are not 15 

issues that this Department of Transportation can or 16 

should address.  Those are issues for the City to 17 

address. 18 

  So, as you have heard tonight, there is 19 

disagreement among residents, businesses, 20 

pedestrians, and all kinds of people about the 21 

proposed cycle tracks.  Some people, and I don't 22 

believe they are in this room, think that cycle 23 

tracks should be everywhere, and other people, and I 24 
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don't think they are in this room, think that cycle 1 

tracks should be nowhere.  The question is, we all 2 

want -- what we all want is the safest solution for 3 

everyone, and we disagree, and there are technical 4 

reasons that we disagree.   5 

  So, I am so grateful that we can all turn 6 

to the neutral experts and engineers at the 7 

Department of Transportation, who have read the 8 

studies, who have read the recommendations, who have 9 

read the standards, and who have looked at Beacon 10 

Street, and this is so important, block-by-block, 11 

foot-by-foot.  Beacon Street is not Concord Avenue.  12 

Beacon Street is not Vassar Street.  Beacon Street is 13 

not Dane Street.  Beacon Street is Beacon Street, and 14 

you will look at that block-by-block, and try to make 15 

it not just perceived as safer, but safer for 16 

everybody, and I am so glad that we can count on you, 17 

having taken all of our input, and done the best 18 

professional job you can.  (applause) 19 

  LAUREN CLAYTON:  Thank you.  I am going to 20 

be very brief.  I am the author -- my name is Lauren 21 

Clayton.  I live on Kenwood Street.  I am the author 22 

of this particular document that was left on several 23 

of the tables.   If you have questions about that, 24 
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please see me afterwards.  1 

  Otherwise, I would like to raise four brief 2 

points.  Do we have a right to travel at thirty miles 3 

an hour on this street? 4 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  You mean motor 5 

vehicles? 6 

  LAUREN CLAYTON:  Yes, or anybody.  Do we 7 

have a right to thirty miles an hour? 8 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  What's the 9 

posted speed limit?  I am not sure. 10 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It's thirty. 11 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  The eighty-fifth 12 

percentile is twenty-eight to thirty-one miles per 13 

hour, so yes.  Yes, thirty miles an hour. 14 

  LAUREN CLAYTON:  Thank you.  Do we have a 15 

right to use four lanes on a road that was designed 16 

for four lanes, like Broadway, Somerville Ave., 17 

Beacon Street?  That's an open question. 18 

  If we were really serious about safety 19 

versus convenience, we would go to a bike trail, rip 20 

down some houses, put it directly in and don't mix 21 

two competing modes and, otherwise, this is not 22 

sharing.  There is no sharing going on in the winter 23 

or at night.  It is not shared back so that regular 24 
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vehicles can use it. 1 

  My last question, what are we doing about 2 

contraflow?  Are we going on the sidewalk?  Are we 3 

going into the street?  And the mountable curbs don't 4 

work.  They are unsafe.  Thank you.  (applause) 5 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I think we are 6 

almost at the end. 7 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Mark Kaepplein, Arlington, 8 

Massachusetts.  I have mostly questions.  I wish Pat 9 

Jehlen was correct that good design and data was used 10 

to design these roadways, but it seems like it isn't. 11 

 Planning departments and city leaders seem to be 12 

directing designs of projects and the engineers just 13 

follow their direction and carry out their design 14 

goals, and not based on what residents want or shows 15 

is the safest or most practical, and I am concerned 16 

about a number of things. 17 

  How does a seven foot wide parking lane 18 

work out with a ten foot and a half wide MBTA bus?  19 

Is that a safe thing?  Yes.   20 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  Shall we take that? 21 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Sure. 22 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  The question is, how 23 

does a -- essentially a bus park along Beacon Street. 24 
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 I think I answered that a little bit earlier that we 1 

are working with the MBTA to remove the buses from 2 

that section where there is a cycle track.  So, where 3 

the buses do -- will remain will be in the same 4 

condition as it is today, and then, adjacent to the 5 

cycle track, those bus routes will be moved to the 6 

adjacent street, Park Street essentially. 7 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  So, that is going to 8 

reduce service for the residents. 9 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  No, it will not reduce 10 

service for the residents. 11 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Okay, and the garbage 12 

trucks, are they going to drive down the bike track 13 

to empty the trash, or collect the trash on the bike 14 

track? 15 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  Do you want me to answer 16 

that? 17 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes, go ahead.  18 

Help me.  I assume it is going to be on the street.  19 

I don't know if they have manual or they have the 20 

arms. 21 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  They don't the arms.  It 22 

is essentially the same way they do it today. 23 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Alright, and were there 24 
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alternate designs presented per the Massachusetts 1 

Design Guide for this street, for residents to select 2 

amongst? 3 

  AUDIENCE MEMBERS:  No. 4 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  And it is also a Federal 5 

requirement for many of the funding, the Federal 6 

Government requires alternate design choices be 7 

submitted and presented to the public. 8 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  Sure.  As I had 9 

mentioned in my presentation earlier, there was the 10 

original twenty-five percent design, then it went to 11 

seventy-five percent.  There was a modified that 12 

occurred in April, and then there was another 13 

modified design in -- last summer, in July, and then, 14 

finally, some revisions and supplemental information 15 

was submitted in December. 16 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  So, that would be no. 17 

  DAVID GIANGRANDE:  They were all -- that 18 

would be yes.  They were all different. 19 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Alright.  A number of 20 

people said that cyclists increase business 21 

patronage.  Is there any data showing that, if a loss 22 

of a hundred parking spaces is more than made up for 23 

by an unknown increase in cyclists? 24 
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  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  There was a study 1 

that was done in New York, along one of the cycle 2 

tracks in Manhattan.  They found that business had 3 

increased. 4 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Okay.  5 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 6 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Okay. 7 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It is different, but 8 

I mean, it is (inaudible phrase - more than one 9 

person speaking at once) -- whether or not this is -- 10 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  Alright.  We are saying it 11 

is weak, and the other question I have is, for the 12 

bike tracks on, say, Concord Ave., did accidents go 13 

down at all for any of the bike tracks in the Boston 14 

area? 15 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  I don't have any 16 

data on that.  I don't know if the City of Cambridge 17 

conducted before and after accident data. 18 

  MARK KAEPPLEIN:  So, there is not before 19 

information, okay.  Okay, thank you.  (applause)    20 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Alright.  I want 21 

to thank you, everybody.  What I do is encourage you 22 

again to continue working with the City in terms of 23 

advancing design.  There are a lot of technical 24 
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questions here I think need to be worked out as the 1 

design moves forward. 2 

  Parking it seemed that primarily was a big 3 

issue tonight.  Again, from a MassDOT perspective, we 4 

have no jurisdiction over parking, but we will 5 

continue to work with the City to make sure the 6 

design is safe for all roadway users, for 7 

pedestrians, for bicyclists, and so, we will continue 8 

to do that and, if you have any questions, there is a 9 

little handout in the back.  You can send the 10 

questions in to us or you can send them in to the 11 

City.   12 

  I don't know if there are going to be any 13 

additional meetings going forward with the City or, 14 

Dave, do you know?  Not sure. 15 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible comment) 16 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can't hear you. 17 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We will be sending 18 

out an email altering you to the next meeting as soon 19 

as we know when that is, and we know where it is. 20 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Yes. 21 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (inaudible phrase) 22 

Lots of people aren't getting -- 23 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You have get 24 
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(inaudible) email.  Get on this list. 1 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Me, too.Okay. 2 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Come see me after 3 

the meeting.  I will give you my card.  You can send 4 

me an email, and I will add you to the email list.  5 

Thank you. 6 

  SHAWN HOLLAND, MODERATOR:  Alright.  I want 7 

to thank everybody.  I appreciate you coming out 8 

tonight, providing us with your comments, and thank 9 

you, and I declare the Public Hearing closed.  Thank 10 

you.  (applause) 11 

 End of Design Public Hearing 2-4-13     +++ 12 
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