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Submit an electronic copy (fillable PDF available at www.somervillema.gov/CPA) no later than 5:00pm Wednesday, September 
20, 2017 to: Kristen Stelljes, kstelljes@somervillema.gov. [Download and save file before you begin typing to ensure work is 
saved.] 

PROJECT NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROJECT LOCATION: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

APPLICANT(S) NAME / ORGANIZATION: _________________________________________________________________ 

CONTACT PERSON: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _______________________________ 

EMAIL: _______________________________ 

Please indicate (X) all categories that apply to this 
project (at least one). For more detailed information on 
these categories, refer to the “Community Preservation 
Act Funding Allowable Uses” chart on the next page. 

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP: 
Legal Property Owner of Record (if applicable): 
__________________________________________ 
Is the owner the applicant? Yes No 
If No, does the applicant have site control or written 
consent of the property owner to submit an application? City of Somerville must be co-applicant on all projects on City property. 

Yes (Attach documentation)  
No (Project will be deemed ineligible for this applicant) 

FOR HISTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS: 
Is the resource in a Local Historic District and/or listed on the State Register of Historic Places?       Yes          No 

(you can check designation at mhc-macris.net) 
If no, has the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission made a determination that the resource is significant?     Yes          No 
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PROJECT SUMMARY: 

CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

FY18 FUNDING CYCLE 
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION FORM 

http://www.somervillema.gov/CPA
mailto:emonea@somervillema.gov
http://mhc-macris.net/


 

JOSEPH A. CURTATONE  

MAYOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR CPC USE:  Date Received _________ Date Reviewed ________ Date Applicant Notified ________ 

Eligible          Potentially Eligible      Not Eligible      More Information Needed  

 COMMENTS: 

PROJECT STATUS (What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to 
inform the proposed project?): 

kstelljes
Highlight


	PROJECT NAME: Somerville Armory Window Project
	PROJECT LOCATION: 191 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143
	APPLICANTS NAME  ORGANIZATION: The Center for Arts at the Armory
	CONTACT PERSON: Lea Ruscio
	MAILING ADDRESS: 191 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143
	PHONE: 617-718-2191
	EMAIL: info@artsatthearmory.org
	Open SpaceAcquisition: 
	Recreational LandAcquisition: 
	Historic ResourcesAcquisition: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyAcquisition: 
	Open SpaceCreation: 
	Recreational LandCreation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyCreation: 
	Open SpacePreservation: 
	Recreational LandPreservation: 
	Historic ResourcesPreservation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlyPreservation: 
	Community Housing blended projects onlySupport: 
	Is the owner the applicant: Highland Armory Realty Trust
	Yes: 
	No: X
	Community Housing blended projects onlyRehabilitation Restoration: 
	PROJECT SUMMARY: This project will repair and upgrade the windows in the Armory's 395-person Performance Hall.  There are 20 smaller (approx. 5.5' wide) half-moon windows around the room, and 2 larger (approx. 13.5' wide) half-moon windows higher up at each end of the room. The exterior wooden frames of the existing windows have been damaged (cracked) by weather and will be repaired or replaced as needed.  New storm windows will then be installed on the outside of the building, matching the shape of the original windows.  
	PROJECT STATUS What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to inform the proposed project: The project acheives several goals: 
- Repairing and rehabilitating the existing, damaged window frames
- Improving energy efficiency (through the addition of storm windows)
- Reducing sound transmission to the outside (through the addition of storm windows)

Soundproofing is one of the key motivations for the project, and will greatly increase the ability of the Armory to function as a community arts and cultural center.  Soundproofing provides a direct community benefit to the immediate neighborhood. It is also a necessary step to "unlock" improvements that would benefit the Armory and the wider community, and which have already been approved in principle by the ZBA (increased hours, increased occupancy, etc). It is hoped that treating the larger two windows would also allow these to be opened back up; they are currently blocked in as part of an interim soundproofing attempt conducted in 2012.  Repairing the frames and adding the storm windows should allow removal of the interim treatment, improving natural daylight in the space and allowing the public to better appreciate the original architecture of the space.   

The project planning is based on a 2010 acoustic study funded by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, as well as contractor estimates obtained in 2014 and 2017. The acoustic study recommended an addition of storm windows as the most impactful and cost-effective way to improve soundproofing, in addition to the protective energy efficiency benefits. The sound study results informed a review and estimate process by the building's general contractor. He identified the window frame damage which should be addressed before any storm windows are applied. In March 2017 we received an updated quote from a contractor with experience working on historic properties. 

The project efforts to date have focused on defining the scope, getting estimates, and fundraising. We have also had some informal discussions with City and State preservation staff, whose (also informal) responses indicate that storm windows are an acceptable project for a property like this. 

Thus far we have raised $10,000 for the project from benefit concerts, facility fees from other events, and individual donations. We have also received a $28,000 grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. We estimate that another $52,000 will be needed to complete the soundproofing project.

	Date Received: 9/20/17
	Date Reviewed: 9/27/17
	Date Applicant Notified: 9/29/17
	COMMENTS: Letter of support from property owner required
	Open Space Rehabilitation: 
	Historic Resources Rehabilitation: X
	Yes LHD: Yes
	No Significant: Off
	Yes Significant: Off
	Recreation Land Rehabilitation: 
	No LHD: Off


