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information is now available at:

http://www.somervillema.gov/unionsquarezoning
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1. Phasing of Development Provisions in the (MLDA)

2. Residential Collar

3. Reverter

4. Neighborhood Park

5. Completion Schedule

Tonight’s Presentation Topics
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• In its responsibility to advance the goals and objectives of the locally and state 
approved urban renewal plan for the Union Square area, the Somerville 
Redevelopment Authority (SRA) has executed a master land disposition 
agreement (MLDA) with the designated master developer Union Square Station 
Associates (US2). 

• The agreement contains certain provisions that establish the timing for required 
actions by the developer that are synchronized with the implementation 
schedule for the Union Square MBTA’s Green Line Extension (GLX) project and, 
more specifically, the GLX station construction in Union Square.

MLDA

Phasing of Development Provisions Contained within the 
Master Land Disposition Agreement (MLDA) 
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• Under the MLDA, the developer has the SRA’s approval to build its planned residential 
property on Parcel D-2. No additional residential development can be started by the 
developer on other parcels unless the office/lab building phase on D-2 has 
commenced, with the following exception: if some of the developer’s inclusionary 
housing requirement for the D-2 Parcel is to be located on Parcel D-7, then the residential 
development planned for Parcel D-7 can also be built before the office/lab phase on D-2 
commences. (MLDA section II.A. pp. 4-5)

• If there are housing units being built on Parcel D-7 to satisfy any of the inclusionary 
housing requirements for the residential development on Parcel D-2, then no Certificate 
of Compliance and no release of the reverter provision (note: as described below) on 
the D-2 Parcel will be provided to the master developer until housing is complete on 
Parcel D-7. (MLDA section II.H. p. 18)

Residential Collar
This is a development term-of-art for a provision within an agreement that 
prevents the developer from building more planned residential property until 
other development requirements are met.
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• Bound by the terms of the MLDA, US2 must adhere to certain conditions 
with respect to the phasing of commercial, mixed use, and residential 
development and the building of a neighborhood park. 

• By satisfying the conditions of the agreement, the developer preserves its 
relationship with the SRA and is able to plan for a logical and timely 
progression of specific projects and thus have the confidence to invest the 
requisite amount of time, energy, and financial resources necessary to 
advance the elements of a complex multi-phased development project. 

MLDA
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• Failure by the developer to meet these conditions can result in serious 
penalties that would reduce or delay the anticipated financial results from 
the proposed development in Union Square and may, in the most serious of 
circumstances, lead to the reversion of property ownership to the SRA and 
the forfeiture of status as the designated master developer.

MLDA
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Reverters Protect City’s Interests
Requirements prior to D-2 sale:
• First phase building permit
• MEPA approval
• MBTA easement
• City approval of infrastructure
The reverter provision may also be exercised if US2 fails to complete construction on the D-2 parcel within 
four (4) years of the start of construction of each separate commercial and residential timeline.

Outside Completion Date for All Parcels
The general performance schedule takes into consideration the complexities of the land assembly process 
along with other factors including: the anticipated schedule for infrastructure improvements needed to 
accommodate the development, fluctuations in the economy, competition for commercial development, 
and the likely rate of new commercial space absorption.

City Controls Sale of Parcel D-1 Properties
It is anticipated these steps will take 3 to 5 years.  Approximately 90,000 square feet of residential space is 
expected for the D-1.3 parcel, which will only be unlocked after those outlined steps.

Notes
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