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HEALEY SCHOOLYARD
PRESENTATION OVERVIEW
1. TIMELINE

2. RECAP OF PROCESS TO DATE

3. OVERALL SITE PLAN

•	 FIELD & RAMP

•	 TOT-LOT & CONNECTION

•	 SCHOOLYARD DESIGN

4. FINAL CONCEPT DESIGN

5. PLAY ELEMENTS

6. MATERIAL INSPIRATION/PRECEDENTS

7. PHASING AND NEXT STEPS

SOURCE: HEALEY MYSTIC MASTER PLAN, 2017



TIMELINE

FRIENDS OF HEALEY DISCUSSIONS 
WITH CITY TOT-LOT SUMMER 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPLEMENTED

COMMUNITY MEETING #3
OCTOBER 10TH

HEALEY MYSTIC MASTER 
PLAN ISSUED

$80,000 AWARDED IN 
CPA FUNDS

SPRING: WARNER 
LARSON SELECTED AS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

APPLICATION FOR 
CPA FUNDS

COMMUNITY MEETING #2
JULY 9TH

JANUARY: COMMUNITY MEETING #1

SCHOOLYARD CONSTRUCTION

FIELD & PATHWAY CONSTRUCTION
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COMMUNITY MEETING #4
NOVEMBER 7TH



COLD WINTER WINDS

MWRA HEAD HOUSE

MYSTIC RIVER HOUSING

SHA PROPERTY
SHA PROPERTY

SCHOOL PROPERTY
SCHOOL PROPERTY

SCHOOL BUILDING

MYSTIC RIVER HOUSING

Summer SunSet

Fall/Spring SunriSe

Fall/Spring SunSet

Winter SunriSe

Winter SunSet

Summer SunriSe

Failing segmental retaining wall

Outdoor Classroom and School Garden

HEALEY SCHOOLYARD EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS

Exposed Asphalt Area

Steep Vegetated Embankment

Newly Acquired Parcels

Site Entry Points

Mature tree 
constrained by paving 

Age 2-5 play area 
in need of safety 

upgrades

Enclosed Utility Area to  
Remain

Vehicular Access 
Needed

Existing stairs to 
housing 

Existing stairs to 
housing 

No Pedestrian Route

Chain Link Fence

SITE ANALYSIS



ALTERNATIVE A ALTERNATIVE B ALTERNATIVE C

RECAP - MEETING 2 DESIGN OPTIONS
OPTION C - PREFERRED (VOTING)



SURVEY RESULTS

23% 31

43% 57

1% 1

23% 31

10% 13

Q1 I am a...

Answered: 133 Skipped: 0
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HER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

mily and Community Liaison 10/7/2019 5:30 AM

ghbor and a former parent 10/4/2019 6:45 AM

merville resident 9/16/2019 5:22 PM

quent Somerville visitor from Arlington 9/11/2019 7:26 AM

ghbor and Youth worker 9/9/2019 12:25 PM
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23% (31)

23% (31)

23% (31)

23% (31)

23% (31)

23% (31)

Other (please

Other (please

Other (please

Other (please

Other (please

Other (please

Other (please

specify)

specify)

specify)

specify)

specify)

specify)

specify)

10% (13)

10% (13)

10% (13)

10% (13)

10% (13)

10% (13)

10% (13)

ES RESPONSES

ify)

munity Survey SurveyMonkey

133 TOTAL RESPONSES !!
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PLEASE RANK IN ORDER THE FOLLOWING PROPOSED 
SCHOOLYARD PLAY ELEMENTS:

TOP 5 MOST DESIRED PLAY ELEMENTS:

1. 5-12 CLIMBER/PLAY STRUCTURE

2. NATURE PLAY ELEMENTS

3. CLIMBING: ROCK WALL, MONKEY BARS, LADDERS

4. SWINGS/BASKET SWING

5. IMAGINATIVE PLAY SPACES



OVERALL SITE PLANOVERALL SITE PLAN HEALEY SCHOOL
MEETING #2  |  201

S C H O O L 
B U I L D I N G

M W R A
P R O P E R T Y

S H A  P R O P E R T Y

1. FIELD & RAMP
ENLARGEMENT

4. SCHOOLYARD 
OPTIONS

2. TOT LOT
ENLARGEMENT

1” = 20’

3. TURN AROUND
ENLARGEMENT

N



FIELD1. FIELD & RAMP HEALEY SCHOOLYARD
MEETING #2  |  2019-10-10

N

1” = 10’

SPORTS LIGHTING

RELOCATED DUMPSTER 
ENCLOSURE

REVEGETATED SLOPE

SEGMENTAL BLOCK 
RETAINING WALL WITH 
6’ HT. FENCE

CURB RAMP

BENCHES AT LEVEL 
LANDING

ACCESSIBLE RAMP

PEDESTRIAN LIGHT

PRESERVE SLOPE 
VEGETATION 

PRESERVE SLOPE 
VEGETATION 

PRESERVE SLOPE 
VEGETATION 

STAIRS

SCREENING FENCE

210’ X 135’ 
U-12 SYNTHETIC TURF SOCCER 

FIELD 
(WITH 12’ OVER RUN SPACE) 

ALTERNATE COLOR SYNTHETIC TURF “TRACK”

M W R A  P R O P E R T Y



RAMP
HEALEY SCHOOLYARD

MEETING #2  |  2019-10-10

N

1” = 10’

RELOCATED DUMPSTER 
ENCLOSURE

REVEGETATED SLOPE

SEGMENTAL BLOCK 
RETAINING WALL WITH 
6’ HT. FENCE

CURB RAMP

BENCHES AT LEVEL 
LANDING

ACCESSIBLE RAMP

PEDESTRIAN LIGHT

PRESERVE SLOPE 
VEGETATION 

STAIRS

SCREENING FENCE

 
RF SOCCER 

N SPACE) 

M W R A  P R O P E R T Y



TOT-LOT CONCEPT2. TOT LOT IMPROVEMENTS HEALEY SCHOOLYARD
MEETING #2  |  2019-10-10

Stepping Stumps

Play House

Timber Sitting Platform

Preserve Mature 
ShadeTrees

Relocated Granite Bench

Relocated Granite Bench

Concrete Paving

Ornamental Metal Fence

Assorted Play Panels & 
Musical Play Equipment

Rubber Safety Tiles

Poured-in-Place
Rubber Safety 

Surfacing

E X I S T I N G  B U I L D I N G

Poured-in-Place
Rubber Safety 

Surfacing

Relocated Bike Racks

Painted lines for 
Lining Up

Mounded Landform

Assorted Play 
Panels & Musical 
Play Equipment

N

1” = 5’

PLAY MOUNDS

PLAY PANELS

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS



CONNECTION CONCEPTURN AROUND IMPROVEMENTS HEALEY SCHOOLYARD
MEETING #2  |  2019-10-10

xisting Stairs to Mystic Housing

Crosswalk

Barrier Gate

Crosswalk

Curb Ramp

Curb Ramp

Curb Ramp

Existing Monument

Existing Flagpole

Building Entry

N

1” = 5’

UNIQUE PAINTED GRAPHICS



OUTDOOR LEARNING/SCHOOL GARDEN
1. ACCESSIBLE STONE DUST PATH

2. RESET EXISTING STONE SEATING

3. WHITE BOARD

4. REALIGN PLANTERS

5. SELECTIVE PRUNING/CLEANING 

1

2
3

4

5



RECAP - MEETING 3 DESIGN OPTIONS

HAWK HUB MOUNTAIN MEANDER

10 VOTES 14 VOTES



RECAP - STUDENT+ TEACHER INPUT

HAWK HUB MOUNTAIN MEANDER

TEACHERS + STUDENT PREFERENCE: 

•	 CENTRAL VISIBILITY

•	 COMPLETE ACCESSIBLE LOOP

•	 LEAF SHAPED SHADE STRUCTURE AND STAGE AREA 
NEAR CAFETERIA ENTRANCE

•	 TWO BASKET SWINGS

•	 PREFERRED FORMAL SEATING NEAR SOCCER FIELD 
FROM MOUNTAIN MEANDER PLAN



HAWK HUB SCHOOLYARD PLAN

1. ACCESSIBLE LOOPING SLOPED WALKWAY

2. CLIMBING STRUCTURE WITH BRIDGE CONNECTOR

3. BASKET SWINGS

4. OVERLOOK AND CLIMBING WALL

5. MULTI-USE SHELTER (STAGE, OUTDOOR LEARNING)

6. SLOPED ASPHALT SEATING

7. MURAL WALL WITH SLOPED TURF SEATING (SPECTATOR)

8. TRIKE PATH

9. SPECTATOR SEATING 

10. ADULT FITNESS ZONE

11. PASSIVE PLAZA/PICNIC GROVE

12. PAINTED GRAPHICS/GAMES

13. MULTI-SPORT COURT

14. BASKETBALL COURT

15. YOUTH HOOP

16. BALL WALL

17. SCULPTURE

18. FIELD
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HAWK HUB



SUSTAINABILITY

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT TREE CANOPY 

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS LIGHTING

•	 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

•	 INCREASED PERMEABILITY

•	 TURF

•	 RUBBER SURFACING

•	 TREE PITS

•	 PERMEABLE PAVERS

•	 MICROCLIMATE AND HABITAT

•	 INCREASED TREE CANOPY

•	 BIODIVERSITY

•	 SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS

•	 LIGHTING

•	 LEED STANDARDS - LED

•	 NIGHT FRIENDLY SKY LIGHTING



STORM WATER CAPTURE
EXISTING 
PERVIOUS 
25,200 SF. 
(16%)

EXISTING 
IMPERVIOUS 
135,200 SF 
(84%)

PROPOSED PERVIOUS 
64,900 SF (40%)

PROPOSED IMPERVIOUS 
95,500 SF (60%)

24% INCREASE IN PERVIOUS SURFACES SITE WIDE

TOTAL SITE AREA: 160,400 SF



SCHOOLYARD ELEMENTS

FITNESS TOPOGRAPHY

MULTI-SPORT COURT

BASKETBALL, ARTIFICIAL TURF SOCCER FIELD AND 
PLAY EQUIPMENT FOR 5-12

LANDSCAPE IN 
PLAYGROUND

WALL BALL



SLOPED TURF SEATING

SLOPED ASPHALTMULTI-USE SHELTER

TERRACED BENCH ARTIFICIAL TURF SEATING
TREES (BIRCH, PINE) 
ON PERIPHERY

HORIZONTAL CLIMBING WALL

SCHOOLYARD ELEMENTS



SCHOOLYARD - VIEW AT COURTS



SCHOOLYARD - VIEW AT FIELD



PLAY EXPERIENCE



PLAY EQUIPMENT - STRUCTURE
•	 ADVENTURE TOWER AND OVERLOOK

•	 MULTIPLE CLIMBING OPTIONS

•	 BRIDGES: ACCESSIBLE RAMP AND ROPE BRIDGE

•	 MONKEY BARS



PLAY EQUIPMENT - CONNECTIONS



PLAY EQUIPMENT - SLIDES



PLAY EQUIPMENT - LOOKOUTS



PLAY EQUIPMENT - BRANDING

HA
WK
S



PLAY EQUIPMENT - SWINGS + SPINNERS



ADULT FITNESS EQUIPMENT OPTIONS

ROPE CLIMBER VERTICAL NET

BALANCE BEAM

PEG BRIDGE

CRUNCH/LEG LIFT ASSISTED ROW/PUSH-UP



MULTI-SPORT GOALS

LARGE

ALBION PARK

SMALL

ARGENZIANO SCHOOLYARD



SITE FURNISHINGS



PLANTING PALETTE

KWANZAN CHERRY LONDON PLANE RED MAPLE

BIRCH AND PINE HONEY LOCUST GROVE BIRD HABITAT



SCHOOLYARD PLAN - PHASING

PHASE 1: SCHOOLYARD, TOT-LOT AND 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

•	 PLAY EQUIPMENT: MAIN STRUCTURE, SWINGS, 
SPINNER

•	 MULTI-USE SHELTER

•	 TRIKE PATH

•	 BASKETBALL AND MULTI-SPORT COURTS

•	 ADULT FITNESS ZONE

•	 PASSIVE PLAZA

PHASE 2: FIELD

•	 SYNTHETIC TURF SOCCER FIELD AND TRACK

•	 SPECTATOR SEATING

•	 ACCESSIBLE RAMP TO SHA

PHASE 1

PHASE 2



NEXT STEPS
JULY 9TH, 2019: COMMUNITY MEETING #2

JULY 2019: DESIGN DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOLYARD

JULY/AUGUST 2019: RENOVATION OF 2-5 PLAYGROUND

OCTOBER 2019: ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY MEETING #3 PLANNED

NOVEMBER 2019: COMMUNITY MEETING #4 - PRESENT FINAL DESIGN FOR MAIN SCHOOLYARD

DECEMBER 2019: CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS FOR SCHOOLYARD

JANUARY 2020: BID FOR SCHOOLYARD

SPRING 2020: CONSTRUCTION BEGINS FOR SCHOOLYARD

FALL 2020: CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE FOR SCHOOLYARD

WINTER 2020: BID RELEASED FOR FIELD AND PATH CONSTRUCTION

SPRING 2021: FIELD AND PATH CONSTRUCTION STARTS

SUMMER 2021: FIELD CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE

20
19

20
20

20
21



CONTACT

ARN FRANZEN

DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
afranzen@somervillema.gov
617.625.6600 ext 2545


