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Our objectives for tonight’s public hearing include:

1 . Acknowledge  and   thank  our   s takeho lde rs

2 . O f fe r   re l evant  h i s to ry  and  data

3 . P rov ide  update  on  Somerv i l l e ’s  V i s ion  Zero  Act ion  P lan

4 . Connec t  our  V i s ion  Zero  proces s   to   the   s takeho lde r  pet i t i on

5 . P rev iew  ant i c ipated  2019   sa fe ty   i nvestments   i n  Somerv i l l e  



W i l l o w  A v e n u e  /  S u m m e r  S t r e e t ,  2 0 0 7 W i l l o w  A v e n u e  /  S u m m e r  S t r e e t ,  2 0 1 8

E x c e s s i v e l y  w i d e  t r a v e l  l a n e s N a r r o w e r  1 0 ’  t r a v e l  l a n e s

N e w  5 ’  s t a n d a r d  g r e e n  b i k e  l a n e

N e w  r a i s e d  t a b l e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t

N e w  4 ’  a d v i s o r y  g r e e n  b i k e  l a n e

In the modern era, Somerville has decided to take back our streets



In the modern era, Somerville has decided to take back our streets

B o w  S t r e e t ,  2 0 0 7 B o w  S t r e e t ,  2 0 1 6

U n d e f i n e d  ~ 2 0 ’  t r a v e l  l a n e N a r r o w e r  1 1 ’  t r a v e l  l a n e
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In the modern era, Somerville has decided to take back our streets

E a s t  B r o a d w a y ,  2 0 0 7 E a s t  B r o a d w a y ,  2 0 1 8

U n d e f i n e d  ~ 1 3 ’  t r a v e l  l a n e s  ( x 2  p e r  d i r e c t i o n )
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N e w  5 ’ + 2 ’  b u f f e r e d  b i k e  l a n e

S i d e w a l k  w i d t h  d o u b l e d



In the modern era, Somerville has decided to take back our streets

C o l l e g e  A v e n u e ,  2 0 0 7 C o l l e g e  A v e n u e ,  2 0 1 8

U n d e f i n e d  ~ 2 2 ’  t r a v e l  l a n e
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In the modern era, Somerville has decided to take back our streets



Somerville’s Vision Zero commitment calls for acceleration of change



The Vision Zero movement demands a break with the status quo



Vision Zero is rooted in data, emphasizing crash reporting
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Vision Zero prioritizes crashes involving “vulnerable road users”
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Somerville walking and bicycling rates have grown over the past decade
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Somerville’s Vision Zero Action Plan is currently being prepared

March 27

April 3

April 24

Community Meeting

Community Meeting

Public Hearing

May ‐ June Task Force regular meetings

Oct. ‘18 – Jan. ‘19

February 2019 “Street Team” outreach began

Task Force regular meetings

September 2018 Vision Zero Task Force formed

June ‐ July Draft plan release for comment



Somerville’s Vision Zero Task Force has identified key strategy areas:

1 . Set  and  enfo rce   sa fe   speed   l im i t s

2 . Focus  on   speed  management   th rough  phys i ca l   t ra f f i c   ca lm ing

3 . Bu i l d   sa fe r,   separated  b i cyc l e   l anes

4 . Expand   “Ne ighborways”  network  o f  usefu l   l ow ‐ s t re s s   rou tes

5 . Modern i ze   t ra f f i c   s i gna l  equ ipment

6 . P r io r i t i ze   “sa fe   rou tes   to   s choo l s ”  and   “sa fe   rou tes   to   t rans i t ”

7 . C reate   sa fe r  pedest r i an   c ros s ings

8 . Ensure   sa fe   rou tes   th rough   const ruc t ion

9 . E s tab l i sh  post ‐c ra sh   “ rap id   re sponse”  pro toco l

10 .Expand  out reach ,  engagement  &  educat ion  mechan i sms

11 .Mi t i gate   the   r i s ks  o f   l a rge   t rucks  &   r i de ‐ha i l i ng   se r v i ces

12 .Enhance  data  mon i to r ing  and   repor t ing   sys tems



Set and enforce safe speed limits
VISION ZERO
ACTION PLAN

1 S t a t u s :   C i t y   e s t a b l i s h e d   2 5m p h   l i m i t   c i t y w i d e   a n d   c o n t i n u e s   t o   e x p a n d   2 0m p h   s a f e t y   z o n e s
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Focus on speed management through physical traffic calming

B ump ‐ o u t   +   “ c h i c a n e ”   t r e a tm e n t   o n   L ow e l l   S t r e e t   a p p r o a c h i n g  Ma g o u n S q u a r e ,   i n s t a l l e d   2 0 1 8

VISION ZERO
ACTION PLAN

2



Build safer, separated bike lanes
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Build safer, separated bike lanes3
VISION ZERO
ACTION PLAN

W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t ,  2 0 1 7 W e b s t e r  A v e n u e ,  2 0 1 8

2 0 1 9   p r o j e c t s  w i l l   i n c l u d e   B r o a d w a y   ( C e d a r ‐Ma i n ) ;  Wa s h i n g t o n   ( S u l l i v a n ‐McG r a t h ) ;   C e d a r   ( S umm e r ‐ E l m )



Expand outreach, engagement and education mechanisms

Tr a f f i c   c a lm i n g   d emon s t r a t i o n :   V i n a l A v e n u e ,   8 : 0 0 am ,  No v emb e r   2 9 t h 2 0 1 8

VISION ZERO
ACTION PLAN

10



Somerville’s stakeholder petition has called for numerous key actions

1 . F ina l i ze  Powder  House  Bou leva rd   t ra f f i c   ca lm ing  des i gn

2 . Redes i gn  Powder  House  Rota r y

3 . E s tab l i sh  a   fo rma l  Pedest r i an  &  Trans i t  Adv i so ry  Commi ttee

4 . Add  more   t ranspor tat ion  p lann ing   /  eng ineer ing   s ta f f

5 . Add  more  po l i ce  of f i ce rs   to   t ra f f i c  un i t

6 . Pub l i sh   l i s t  o f  most  dangerous   i n te rsec t ions (and c r i te r i a fo r des i gnat ion )

7 . Add   t ra f f i c   ca lm ing  on   ten  mi le s  o f   s t reet s

8 . Improve   sa fe ty  at   f i f t y   i n te rsec t ions

9 . C reate  new   i n te rdepar tmenta l  management   s t ruc tu re

10 .Pub l i sh  est imates  o f  annua l   spend ing  on   sa fe   s t reet s

11 . Fo rma l i ze  procedure   fo r  us ing   tempora r y  measures   l i ke   f l ex ‐post s

12 . Suppor t   l eg i s l a t i on   fo r   camera ‐based   t ra f f i c  enfo rcement

13 .Use  pedest r i an ‐ and  b i cyc l e ‐ “Leve l  o f  Se r v i ce”  ana l ys i s   i n  p lann ing



Finalize Powder House Boulevard traffic calming plan
STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

1 S t a t u s :   p l a n   h a s   b e e n   p u b l i s h e d ;  we b s i t e   i s   u p d a t e d   a n d   c ommu n i t y   o f f i c e   h o u r s   s c h e d u l e d



Redesign Powder House Circle
S t a t u s :   i n t e r i m   p a v em e n t  ma r k i n g s   p l a n   i s   n e a r i n g   c omp l e t i o n ;   g o a l   t o   i n s t a l l   f a l l   2 0 1 9

STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

2



Establish a new Pedestrian & Transit Advisory Committee
S t a t u s :   C i t y   i s   p l a n n i n g   t o   f o rm a l i z e   t h i s   ( s t a f f   h a v e   p a r t i c i p a t e d   i n   t h e   i n f o rm a l   g r o u p )

STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

3

Im a g e :   C i t y   o f   C am b r i d g e   h a s  mu l t i p l e   a d v i s o r y   b o d i e s



Continue to grow the transportation planning / engineering staff
S t a t u s :   F i s c a l   Ye a r   2 0 2 0   ( J u l y   1 ,   2 0 1 9 )   o p e r a t i n g   b u d g e t   i s   b e i n g   p r e p a r e d   n ow

STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

4

Im a g e :   i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y   s t a f f   p e r f o r m i n g   c ommu n i t y   o u t r e a c h   f o r   D a v i s   S q u a r e   s i g n a l   t i m i n g ,   J u l y   2 0 1 7



Add officers to Somerville Police Department Traffic Unit
STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

5 S t a t u s :   C i t y   h a s   a s s i g n e d   f o u r   n ew   f u l l ‐ t i m e   o f f i c e r s   t o   Tr a f f i c  Un i t   s t a r t i n g   A p r i l   2 0 1 9
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Publish list of most dangerous locations
STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

6 S t a t u s :   C r a s h   d a t a b a s e   h a s   b e e n   u p d a t e d   t h r o u g h   2 0 1 8 ;   d a t a  w i l l   b e  ma p p e d



STAKEHOLDER
PETITION
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Publish list of most dangerous locations
S t a t u s :   C i t y ’ s   n ew   v e h i c l e   s p e e d   d a t a b a s e   h a s   >   1 2 0   r e c o r d s   f r om   2 0 1 7   a n d   2 0 1 8



Add traffic calming on 10 miles of streets in 2019 
STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

7

B r o a d w a y   i n  W i n t e r   H i l l   ( a k a   “W i n t e r   H i l l   i n  Mo t i o n ” ) :   o n e  m i l e   o f   n ew   p a v em e n t  ma r k i n g s ,   S p r i n g   2 0 1 9

E x i s t i n g   B r o a dw a y   a t   B a r t l e t t F u t u r e   B r o a dw a y   a t   B a r t l e t t

S t a t u s :   2 0 1 9   p r o j e c t   l i s t   i s   b e i n g   r e f i n e d   a n d   t r e a tm e n t   s i t e s  w i l l   b e   p u b l i s h e d



Improve safety at 50 intersections in 2019
STAKEHOLDER
PETITION

8

Ma r c h   2 0 1 9   “q u i c k ‐ b u i l d ”   i n t e r s e c t i o n   t r e a tm e n t s   i n   E a s t   S om e r v i l l e   ( a r o u n d   C a p u a n o   S c h o o l )

G l e n   S t r e e t   /   Tu f t s   S t r e e t G l e n   S t r e e t   /   F o u n t a i n  A v e n u e

S t a t u s :  Ma r c h   2 0 1 9   i n s t a l l a t i o n s   t r e a t e d   ~ 3 0   l o c a t i o n s ;   2 0 1 9   p r o j e c t   l i s t   i s   b e i n g   r e f i n e d



Somerville’s stakeholder petition has called for numerous key actions

1 . F ina l i ze  Powder  House  Bou leva rd   t ra f f i c   ca lm ing  des i gn

2 . Redes i gn  Powder  House  Rota r y

3 . E s tab l i sh  a   fo rma l  Pedest r i an  &  Trans i t  Adv i so ry  Commi ttee

4 . Add  more   t ranspor tat ion  p lann ing   /  eng ineer ing   s ta f f

5 . Add  more  po l i ce  of f i ce rs   to   t ra f f i c  un i t

6 . Pub l i sh   l i s t  o f  most  dangerous   i n te rsec t ions (and c r i te r i a fo r des i gnat ion )

7 . Add   t ra f f i c   ca lm ing  on   ten  mi le s  o f   s t reet s

8 . Improve   sa fe ty  at   f i f t y   i n te rsec t ions

9 . C reate  new   i n te rdepar tmenta l  management   s t ruc tu re

10 .Pub l i sh  est imates  o f  annua l   spend ing  on   sa fe   s t reet s

11 . Fo rma l i ze  procedure   fo r  us ing   tempora r y  measures   l i ke   f l ex ‐post s

12 . Suppor t   l eg i s l a t i on   fo r   camera ‐based   t ra f f i c  enfo rcement

13 .Use  pedest r i an ‐ and  b i cyc l e ‐ “Leve l  o f  Se r v i ce”  ana l ys i s   i n  p lann ingP
ro

c
e
s
s
e
s
 U

n
d
e
rw

a
y



Somerville’s Vision Zero Action Plan is currently being prepared
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May ‐ June Task Force regular meetings

Oct. ‘18 – Jan. ‘19

February 2019 “Street Team” outreach began

Task Force regular meetings

September 2018 Vision Zero Task Force formed

June ‐ July Draft plan release for comment
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