
  
 

Appointed by Joseph A Curtatone, Mayor 
 
Date: Thursday, Nov 19th, 2020 
Time: 6:30-8:00pm 
Location: Virtual Meeting using GoToMeeting: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/539724445  
 
Community Representatives:                 
*Ted Alexander         
*Ginny Alverson – Vice Chair 
*Jessica Bellow 
*Emma Blaxter 
Georgy Cohen 
*Laura Evans 
*Jessica Ferguson 
*Rauvin Johl 
*Paola Massoli 
*Audrey Orenstein – Secretary  
Vitor Pamplona 
*Zach Rosenberg – Chair  
*Julia Toof 
*Emily Vides 
Ex-Officio: 
Katjana Ballantyne, City Council 
*Alexandra Kleyman, Mobility Division, OSPCD 
*Justin Schreiber, Mobility Division, OSPCD 
*Brad Rawson, Mobility Division, OSPCD 
 
*=present 
Guests: several community members including Tom Lamar, Ara Schuur 
 
Acting Secretary: Paola Massoli 
 
Call to order:  6:34 PM 
Agenda Item 1: Previous minutes 
Minutes of October meeting 
   - Paola made a motion to approve; Audrey seconded 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/539724445


   - No one opposed or abstained; minutes approved 
 
Agenda Item 2. Time to hear from anyone who would like to speak about Leah Zallman 

- Several members of the community gave a tribute to the life of Leah Zallman.  
- Barbara M spoke first (statement attached). Others followed with equally passionate statements 
- Community members were frustrated with the city's slow response to increase pedestrian 

safety, someone pointed out the Vision Zero plan is still in draft mode. 
- Others pointed out the focus on biking safety and not enough focus on pedestrian safety. There 

have been zero bike deaths, and 30 pedestrian deaths in the last 2 years  
- Ginny A. pointed to the city’s neglect for disabled people  
- Brad Rawson offered his regrets for what happened and acknowledged the city needs to do 

more. Lots of progress has been made but not enough  
- Several PTAC committee members commented on the accident and agreed on the need to 

address safety 
 
Agenda Item 3. College/Kidder intersection, and City response (15 Minutes) 
Looked at and discussed changes to this intersection 

- The discussion covered behavioral changes vs enforcement through speed limits and reviewed 
the various short term and longer-term designs that can reduce speed. It was largely 
acknowledged that speed and distracted driving remains an issue city wide (example of 
community members hit by a distracted driver while biking).  

- There is no accountability, no enforcement. Impunity among drivers is rampant.  
- Someone suggested deploying police at key intersections 
- The responsibility of staying alive shouldn’t fall on pedestrians – visibility of pedestrians is an 

issue, especially with SUV and pickup trucks 
- Ginny reiterated the problems that the disabled community faces  
- Paola M asked about the speed limit on College – that is 20 mph. 
- People pointed out that it takes too long to paint crosswalks after a street is repaved – Paola M. 

asked if the city could change procedures to accelerate things like crosswalk painting – also, 
shouldn’t all crosswalks be painted red and white, if more visible? 

- The city presented several ideas for a quick build out of safety measures, to narrow travel lanes 
and slow down cars as they approach the intersection – discussion around unprotected center 
island covered pedestrian safety (not safe to be stuck in the middle) 

- Discussion around best locations of crosswalks and trade offs of locating crosswalks right at the 
intersection vs setting it back (danger of cars speeding towards the crosswalks once they are 
past the intersection) 

- Vote: 
o That the City pilot a quick build pedestrian island treatment at College/Kidder before 

permanent changes are made to this street, and study the efficacy of this treatment. 
o 10 in favor, approved 

 
 



Agenda Item 4. Discussion of various policy changes to increase safety (30 Minutes) 
* Increase funding from the City to deliver safe streets projects 
* Updates to parking permit pricing to reflect our values 
* Required actions from the City after pedestrian crash 

- There was a general agreement on the need to move quicker on safety, not only on this 
intersection but city wide.  

- Rauvin suggested that the city takes a look at similar intersections that could present similar 
challenges and dangers, to address problematic areas more systematically 

- Community members asked about the difference in safety outcomes of the various measures  
- Paola suggested flex posts don’t work. Others indicated they have worked well. for instance, flex 

posts at curbs are working on Lowell and Alpine) 
- Morrison Ave improved significantly, for example, but there are many problematic intersections 
- Someone indicated that barriers such as a fences can also work, if necessary 

 
Agenda Item 5. Discuss any action to express support for the MBTA in light of service cuts (10 Minutes) 
      -    Paola proposed PTAC sends a letter to FCMB. PTAC voted to authorize Zach to start a  

draft. Brad Rawson offered some talking points, such as  
a) Cuts are premature and will be permanent – people are being laid off  
b) The pressure needs to be on the legislature to disburse emergency funding to cover 

operations until a stimulus package most likely will arrive next year – the Somerville 
legislature led by Connolly is very vocal in saying that the T should not be using capital 
funding to cover for operations.  Major Joe expressed already concern as spokesperson of 
the Metro Mayor Coalition, as communities are now being pitted against each other to fight 
to keep service => all communities matter  

c) All transit agencies are in trouble, however, not all are cutting service (CTA is not). The cuts 
the MBTA is proposing are drastic because the T has been left underfunded for years – this 
is a chronic problem  
 

Meeting ended:  8:10 PM 
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