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379 SOMERVILLE AVE
SOMERVILLE, MA

JANUARY 28, 2021
 L1

LANDSCAPE PLAN

PLANTING NOTES
1. Existing plants shall be pruned by an Arborist or Nurseryman knowledgeable about growth characteristics of the 

species of plantsto remain.
2. Remove invasive trees, except Chinese Elm as noted.
3. All plant material shall conform to the guidelines established by “The American Standard for Nursery  Stock”, 

published by the American Association of Nurserymen, Inc.
4. The rootballs of trees shall be planted 3” above adjacent finished grade. Excavate holes no deeper than 

the rootball of trees. Holes shall be at least 3’ greater in diameter than root ball. Backfill planting hole with 
‘planting mix’.  All plants which settle out of plumb or below finished grade shall be immediately replanted.

5. The rootballs of shrubs shall be planted 2” above adjacent finished grade. Excavate holes no deeper than the 
rootball of shrubs. 

6. All potted plants shall have the rootballs scarified prior to planting to cut encircling roots.
7. All shrubs, groundcovers and perennials shall be planted in continuous planting beds.  All beds shall be 

excavated 12” and the topsoil and subsoil set aside for reuse. Remove all stone and debris from excavated soil.  
Backfill beds with 12” of ‘planting mix’ before planting shrubs, perennials and groundcovers. 

8. ‘Planting Mix’ shall consist of 2 parts of topsoil saved from site excavations and 1 part  compost. Thoroughly 
mix to create uniform blended mixture.  If insufficient topsoil is available on the site, mix existing soil in a ratio of 
1 part soil to 1 part compost.  Remove all stones and debris larger than 2” from planting mix.

9. All plants are to be thoroughly watered after installation, at least twice within the first 24 hours.

IRRIGATION NOTES
1. Intensive green roofs shall have an irrigation system.



Cinnamon Fern
Osmundastrum cinnamoneum

Blended Brick Paving

6’ Horizontal Wood Board Fence

Rhododendron

Carex
Carex pennsylvanica Clethra alnifolia

Sweet Pepperbush

Ostrich Fern
Matteuccia struthiopteris

Boxwood
Buxus ‘sempervirens

American Elm
Ulmus Americana

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Little Zebra’

Polystichum acrostichoides
Christmas Fern 

Little Bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

Sourwood
Oxydendrum arboreum

Planters Planters
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PLANTING & MATERIALS   



10. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
Green Score

Table 10.4.1 Green Score Calculation

Credit Multiplier

Soils

Landscaped area with a
soil depth < 24 inches

actual sf 0.3

Landscaped area with a
soil depth => 24 inches

actual sf 0.6

Pervious Paving with 6 to 24 
inches of subsurface soil or 
gravel

actual sf 0.2

Pervious Paving with more 
than 24 inches of subsurface 
soil or gravel

actual sf 0.5

Groundcovers

Turfgrass, mulch, and 
inorganic surfacing 
materials

actual sf 0.1

Plants

Vegetation less than two (2) 
feet tall at maturity

actual sf 0.2

Vegetation at least two (2) 
feet tall at maturity

12 sf. 0.3

Trees

SMALL TREE 50 sf. 0.6

LARGE TREE 450 sf. 0.6

Preserved Tree 65 sf. 0.8

Engineered Landscape

Vegetated Wall actual sf 0.1

Rain gardens, bioswales, 
and stormwater PLANTERs.

actual sf 1.0

Green Roof with up to 6” of 
growth medium

actual sf  0.1

Green Roof with 6”-10” of 
growth medium

actual sf 0.4

Green Roof of 10”-24” 
growth medium

actual sf 0.6

Green Roof of over 24” 
growth medium

--

per 
individual 
landscape 
elements

5. Calculation
a. GREEN SCORE is calculated as follows:

i. Determine total LOT AREA.
ii. Calculate the area of each proposed landscape

element for each category identified in the first
column of Table 10.4.1. Certain types of plantings
USE the number of individual plants multiplied by an
equivalent square footage when indicated in the
second column of Table 10.4.1.

iii. Multiply the actual square footage, or the
equivalent square footage, of each landscape
element by the multiplier specified for each
landscape element in the third column of Table
10.4.1 plus any bonus on Table 10.4.2 to determine
the weighted score of each element.

iv. Add the weighted score of all landscape elements
together.

v. Divide the resulting sum by the area of the LOT to
determine the final GREEN SCORE.

vi. If necessary, redesign the landscape plan to
achieve the required GREEN SCORE.

b. BonUSEs
i. Review Boards may establish additional bonUSEs

Table 10.4.2 Green Score Bonuses

Credit Multiplier

Bonus Credits

Publicly visible landscape -- 0.1

Native species -- 0.1

High value species -- 0.1

50% of irrigation is 
harvested rainwater

-- 0.1

Food cultivation -- 0.1

De-paved LOT AREA -- 0.1

Key Multiplier Bonus Credit
A Soils | Landscaped Area with a soil 

depth => 24 inches
.6 NS .1

DP .1
323.0 258.4

B Soils | Pervious Paving with more than 
24 inches of subsurface soil or gravel

.5 DP .1 546.8 328.1

C Plants | Vegetation less than two feet 
tall at maturity

.2 NS .1 36.3 10.9

D Plants | Vegetation at least two feet tall 
at maturity

.3 NS .1 (22)12 105.6

E Trees |Small Tree .6 NS .1 (4) 50 140.0
F Engineered Landscape | Green Roof 

with up to 6" of growth medium
.1 760.3 76.0

Total 919.0

Green Score Bonus
Native Species = NS = .1
De-paved = DP = .1

919.0/ 3,479.2= .26 Green Score  
minimum .25 required

ideal .30 score 

Green Score is a performance-based environmental landscape 
standard measured as a ratio of the weighted value of all 
landscape elements to the total land area of a lot.
379 Somerville Ave. 3,479.2 SF Total
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THUNDER ROAD
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Somerville, MA

1/4" = 1'-0"1 1st Floor Level
1/4" = 1'-0"4 Basement Level

UNIT AREAS

Name Area

2nd Floor Level
UNIT 1 455 SF
UNIT 2 545 SF
UNIT 3 741 SF

1741 SF
3rd Floor Level
UNIT 4 500 SF
UNIT 5 598 SF
UNIT 6 880 SF

1978 SF
4th Floor Level
UNIT 7 680 SF
UNIT 8 906 SF

1586 SF
5th Floor Level
UNIT 9 474 SF
UNIT 10 674 SF

1148 SF
6453 SF
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3/8" = 1'-0"1 SIGN ELEVATION

PERMITTED SIZES: 

Area (max) 40 SQ FT.

PROVIDED: 

34.42 SQ FT

Height (min/max) 1ft / 4 ft 1'-3 3/4"

Width (max) 90% of Facade width 27'-8" (69%)

LETTERING:

Width (max) 75% of Sign width

Height (max) 75% of Sign height

Projection from Facade (max) 6"

Raceway Height (max) TBD

LOCATION:

Number of Signs 1 per Tenant 1 COMMERCIAL SIGN

3/16" = 1'-0"2 FACADE COMPOSITION CALCULATIONS

COMMERCIAL WALL SIGN

TBD

TBD

TBD

PERMITTED SIZES: 

Area (max) 40 SQ FT.

PROVIDED: 

8.84 SQ FT

Height (min/max) 1ft / 4 ft 1'-3 3/4"

Width (max) 90% of Facade width 7'-4 7/8" (19%)

LETTERING:

Width (max) 75% of Sign width

Height (max) 75% of Sign height

Projection from Facade (max) 6"

Raceway Height (max) TBD

LOCATION:

Number of Signs 1 per Tenant 1 RESIDENTIAL SIGN

RESIDENTIAL WALL SIGN

TBD

TBD

TBD

PERMITTED SIZES: 

Area (max) 20% of Glass

PROVIDED: 

.05%

Width (max) 5'-0" 2'-0 1/2"

Height (max) 3'-0" 8"

LETTERING:

Height (max) 18"

WINDOW SIGN

8"
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1 3D View 12 3D View 2

3 3D View 34 3D View 4
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