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Submit an electronic copy (fillable PDF available at www.somervillema.gov/CPA) no later than 5:00pm Wednesday, September
20, 2017 to: Kristen Stelljes, kstelljes@somervillema.gov. [Download and save file before you begin typing to ensure work is

saved.]

ProsecT Name: ADA Compliance Improvements at Boston Center of SRF

ProJECT LocaTioN: 66 Fellsway West, Somerville, MA 02144

APPLICANT(S) NAME / OrRGANizaTION: Self Realization Fellowship

CoNTACT PErsoN: Sandra Gray
MAILING ADDREss: 9 Lester Terrace, Somerville, MA 02144

PHoNe: 603-494-9015 Open Recreational Historic Community
EmaiL: graysandra48@agmail.com Space =l Resources thl):nsdl:dg

projects only)

Please indicate (X) all categories that apply to this
project (at least one). For more detailed information on
these categories, refer to the “Community Preservation | Creation -:
Act Funding Allowable Uses” chart on the next page.

Preservation
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP:

. . Support

Legal Property Owner of Recor (f appiable: I
Self Realization Fellowshi Rehabilitation/
Restoration X

Acquisition

Is the owner the applicant? Yes No

If No, does the applicant have site control or written

consent of the property owner to submit an application? City of Somerville must be co-applicant on all projects on City property.
Yes (Attach documentation)
No (Project will be deemed ineligible for this applicant)

FOR HISTORIC RESOURCES PROJECTS:

Is the resource in a Local Historic District and/or listed on the State Register of Historic Places? N
(you can check designation at mhc-macris.net)
If no, has the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission made a determination that the resource is significant? 0
PROJECT SUMMARY:

Secure the services of a preservation consultant (certified architect) with expertise in ADA and
historic preservation to determine the scope of work to ensure ADA compliance, produce an
actionable plan and execute the work necessary for compliance given MAAB requirements and
historic preservation guidelines.
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PROJECT STATUS (What community need is this trying to address and what level of planning has already been undertaken to
inform the proposed project?):
The original wing of the church at 66 Fellsway West with its stone foundation, was constructed
in 1914. The beautiful main wing that faces the Foss Park has a cornerstone dated 1928. The
property has served the city as a place of worship, peace and inspiration for faith based groups
since that time. Unfortunately, by Spring of 2013, the previous owners could no longer afford to
maintain it.

Self-Realization Fellowship Church, headquartered in Los Angeles, CA, a non-demominational
yoga meditation organization, has had an active congregation in the Somerville/Boston area
since its inception 1920. It purchased the property in Fall of 2013 and moved its congregation
there. Since the time of purchase, the Boston Center has invested group funds to repair the
building's slate roof and gutter, replace the boilers, and repair the exterior of the

companion house on Wheatland Street.

Typical of many older buildings in this low lying area, the main floor is set high (about 3.43")
above the Fellsway sidewalk. The floor of the original wing is even higher (about 4.96').
Previousowners installed a long cement ramp from Fellsway to the basement level. This ramp
provides wheelchair accessibility to the lower level from the public way, though it is hard to keep
open during snow season.

This proposal seeks financial assistance to define and complete work to provide necessary
MAAB ADA code compliance while preserving the integrity of the building's historic significance.
SelfRealization Fellowship has done some code research and created some design studies to
this end. Envisioned as part of the possible improvements are a 3 stage wheelchair lift and a
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9/20/17 9/27/1 9/29/17
FORCPC USE: Date Received Date Reviewed Date Applicant Notified
Eligible Potentially Eligible Not Eligible More Information Needed
COMMENTS:

Historic significance determination pending
Supreme Judicial Court ruling on use of CPA funds for religious buildings pending
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Self-Realization Fellowship Church, headquartered in Los Angeles, CA, a non-demominational 
yoga meditation organization, has had an active congregation in the Somerville/Boston area 
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