
 
 

MINUTES

OCTOBER 24, 2018 

The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) held a regular meeting at 6:30pm in the 
third floor community room at the Visiting Nurse Association, 259 Lowell Street, 
Somerville, MA 02144. An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request. 

 
 
 
 

 
The chair opened the meeting at 6:35p.m. 
 
Agenda item 1: Overview of CPA program  
Ms. Stelljes provided an overview of the CPA program and funding available in FY19. The presentation is 
available as part of the handouts. 
 
Agenda item 2: Presentations of FY19 CPA applications: 
a. Somerville Museum: Collection Preservation, Somerville Museum 
Barbara Mangum presented the needs of the Somerville Museum to improve the climate conditions in 
the basement and rehabilitate the collections which have been affected by poor climate conditions and 
mold. The collections include a Bullfinch staircase, paintings, books, and other artifacts. 
Mr. Capuano asked Ms. Mangum where she was going to find the remaining funds needed for the 
project. Ms. Mangum responded that she is seeking grant funding for the other half of the project. If she 
is not successful in her grant requests, she will ask for additional funds next year. 
Ms. Carbone asked how the collections will be prepared. Ms. Mangum said the collections will need to 
be cleaned, sealed, and removed from the basement. Once the materials are removed from the 
basement, it can be cleaned and rehabilitated. The basement remediation work is the second phase of 
the project.  
Ms. Oliveira asked if the Museum has received any bids for the work proposed. Ms. Mangum said she 
based her budget based on average salaries for conservators and the recent experience of the Museum 
in hiring people to do technical work.  
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Mr. Fager asked what would happen if the Committee does not fully fund the project. Ms. Mangum said 
she is seeking grant funding.  
b. Works Progress Administration Carved Wood Bas-Relief Restoration Project, Somerville Public 
Libraries 
Kevin O’Kelly shared the history of the wood bas-relief created through support from the Works 
Progress Administration. Because of its location resting on the floor in a hallway, it has been damaged 
over the years. The Library has received two quotes from Smithsonian trained conservators to restore 
the carving.  
Ms. Oliveira asked if the carving would be moved after it is restored. Mr. O’Kelly said that City Buildings 
and Grounds staff would help with the relocation.  
Mr. Fager asked why an interpretive plaque was not included in the budget. Mr. O’Kelly said that was an 
oversight on the Library’s part.  
c. ArtFarm, City of Somerville, Parks & Open Space 
d. Creating a Foundation for Sustainable Greening at ESCS, City of Somerville, Parks & Open Space + 
ESCS PTA 
The East Somerville Community School Parent Teacher Association withdrew their CPA application. They 
will be completing three of the four proposed activities in partnership with the Department of Public 
Works using existing funding. 
e. Kennedy School- Front Schoolyard, City of Somerville, Parks & Open Space + Kennedy PTA 
 
Agenda item 3: Public comment 
 
 
Next meeting: An additional meeting of the CPC will be held at 6:30pm on November 7, 2018.  
 
Meeting Adjournment 
Upon a motion by Ms. Murugan, seconded by Mr. Bauer, the Committee voted 6-0 to adjourn at 
approximately 8:00pm. 
 
Documents and Exhibits 
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AGENDA 
 

1. Introductions 
2. Overview of CPA program 
3. Presentations of FY19 CPA applications: 

a. Somerville Museum: Collection Preservation, Somerville Museum 
b. Works Progress Administration Carved Wood Bas-Relief Restoration Project, 

Somerville Public Libraries 
c. ArtFarm, City of Somerville, Parks & Open Space 
d. Creating a Foundation for Sustainable Greening at ESCS, City of Somerville, Parks 

& Open Space + ESCS PTA 
e. Kennedy School- Front Schoolyard, City of Somerville, Parks & Open Space + 

Kennedy PTA 
4. Public comment 
5. Next meeting: Wednesday, November 7th at 6:30pm (Visiting Nurse Association) 
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