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Describe the project, including the project location 
and the property involved. 
 
The Arthur D. Healey School schoolyard is an expansive asphalt space; 
approximately 50,000 square feet, which is used by hundreds of students 
daily. The schoolyard also serves as an important recreation space for 
families from the Mystic Housing Development and other City residents. 
Unfortunately, the current schoolyard is devoid of even the most basic 
play features typically included at most other City schoolyards and 
playgrounds.  



2011                                2016 



In Spring 2015, the Friends of the Healey, a non‐profit parents group, were awarded a 
CPA grant to fund research, planning and design of a multi‐phased master plan to 
improve the open and recreation space and historic character of the land near the 
School. 
 
The site encompasses the Healey School schoolyard and several adjacent and nearby 
areas, including the Mystic Housing Authority and the Blessing of the Bay Boat House. 
 
A central component of the Healey‐Mystic Master Plan is remove and renovate the 
expanse of pavement in the back of the Healey and create much more natural shade 
and grass, an outdoor performance space, and a soccer field.  The plan would 
transform the bluff the separates the neighborhood into a new outdoor recreation 
center for the community.   











 



 
 

Existing Conditions 
  

        

         

        

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    

 



Connections to Mystic Housing 





 
Why is this project needed? How does it preserve and 
enhance the character of Somerville? How does the project 
benefit the public? What population(s) will it serve? How will 
the success of this project be measured? 
 
This large asphalt space is missing critical opportunities to provide for 
recreation, contact with nature, and quality play value; and subsequently, 
valuable opportunities to improve childhood development and education. 
 
The City’s Fields Master Plan has documented the need for more fields 
and this is one of the very areas that could add a field of any size. 
 
Research has shown that environmental design and increased access to 
recreation can play a crucial role in improving physical and mental health.  
 
This neighborhood deserves the same level of quality open space as all 
other neighborhoods in the City 
 
These goals are critical to the creation of quality play environments for Somerville 
residents, and are also incorporated into the City’s Shape up Somerville program, 
which seeks to reduce childhood obesity.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In a time when the nation faces a well-documented epidemic of youth and adult obesity, 
it is imperative that we as a community provide a range of opportunities for our 
residents— young and older—to reap the benefits of physical activity, and the renovation 
of the Healey Schoolyard is one of the best opportunities in the City to achieve that goal. 



  
When complete, it is expected that the new schoolyard will 
contribute to improving the community’s overall health and 
wellness and the new design will be a premier example of 
public playground and field design. 

 
As with any Park and Open Space project, the new schoolyard 
design will be a cost effective design developed through a 
community process that will address school and community 
recreation needs, as well as any security and safety concerns.  
 
 The design would also prioritize ADA accessibility, 
connections to the surrounding community, good circulation 
systems, quality material choices, increased tree canopy, and 
sustainable systems for storm water management. 
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