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Open questions

• The report recommends research be conducted immediately to investigate:

1. The link between children and the transmission of COVID-19.

2. The role of reopening schools in community spread.

3. Airborne transmission of the virus, and 

4. The effectiveness of various virus mitigation strategies. 

From Bond, E., Dibner, K., & Schweingruber, H. Reopening K-12 Schools During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Prioritizing Health, Equity, and Communities. 
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Some emerging answers

1. The link between children and the transmission of COVID-19.
See: https://www.axios.com/children-coronavirus-community-spread-ec749389-9873-4a95-9ab1-de87c3c0cd98.html

Children can transmit COVID-19 and may be important for transmission in 
some settings, e.g., at home and at summer camps that don’t follow 
appropriate guidelines [1-2].

2. The role of reopening schools in community spread.

This is still largely unknown as few places with COVID-19 outbreaks have 
tried to re-open schools. 

3. Airborne transmission of the virus, and 

There is evidence for aerosol transmission, but the importance of this 
transmission route is still being investigated [3-4].

4. The effectiveness of various virus mitigation strategies. 

Masks are highly effective, when group sizes are kept small [5-6].

https://www.axios.com/children-coronavirus-community-spread-ec749389-9873-4a95-9ab1-de87c3c0cd98.html


https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmc2004973



https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M20-5008
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https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/9/20-1435_article





Take-home messages:


1.) Children and teens can transmit COVID-19


2.) Mask wearing, limits on group sizes, physical distancing, and cohorting of students are essential.


3.) Aerosol transmission is a high risk.


4.) Symptoms are unreliable, which is why vaccination for influenza is essential.
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