
Central Hill Campus - Community Meeting

INTRODUCTION

TRANSPORTATION LANDSCAPE

SUSTAINABILITY

OPEN DISCUSSION

6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00

END OF MEETINGMONUMENTS



Campus P lan Committee

• Kristen Stelljes, Somerville Community Preservation Act Manager

• Bryan Bishop, Director of Veterans 

• Glenn Ferdman, Director, Library

• Robert King, Director of Capital Projects and Planning 

• Emily Monea, Director, SomerStat

• George Proakis, Director, Planning and Zoning 

• Brad Rawson, Director,  Transportation and Infrastructure

• Mike Tremblay, Senior Transportation Planner 

• Oliver Sellers-Garcia, Director, Office of Sustainability and Environment 

• Melissa Woods, Senior Long Range Planner 



Plann ing  Team

SMMA
• Alex Pitkin, Senior Vice President

• Lorraine Finnegan, Principal

• Samantha Farrell, Landscape Architect 

• Elizabeth Galloway, Sustainable Designer

• Laura Monies, Landscape Architect | Planner

• Erin Prestileo, Civil Engineer

Building Conservation Associates
• Lisa Howe, Director of BCA New England

Toole Design Group
• Ashley Haire, Project Engineer

• Stephanie Weyer, Landscape Designer

• Heather Georgallas, Project Engineer



Schedule  and Future Meet ings

• Campus Planning Study Kick Off April 02, 2018

• Community Meeting One May 31, 2018

• Community Meeting Two Sept 13, 2018

• Community Meeting Three Oct 18, 2018

• Campus Planning Study Complete Dec 28, 2018



Agenda 



Project Introduction



Building Connections: 
Linking Gilman Square 
to Union Square via 
the Central Hill Civic 
Campus





1 8 4 7  – S o m e r v i l l e  F r e e  H S



1 8 5 2  – L a t i n  H S  &  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y



1 8 9 5  – E n g l i s h  H S



1 9 1 4  – A d d i t i o n  t o  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  a n d  E n g l i s h  H S



1 9 2 7  – S o m e r v i l l e  H S



1 9 5 6  – F i r e



1 9 5 7  – S o m e r v i l l e  H S



To d ay



2 0 2 1  – S o m e r v i l l e  H S



Context



MOA Sa lvage E lements



High land Avenue Perspect ives



Forum/Lecture Ha l l



E x i s t i n g

2 0 2 1

School  Street  Perspect ive



Uniquely Central Hill
• GLX access

• Creation of New Open Space

• Balance of Neighborhood & 
Civic uses

Medford Street  Perspect ive



Env ironmenta l  Graph ics : Honor Wal l



Phas ing

EEnabling Phase 1:  
Install Modular Classrooms

1. October 2017 – April 2018

2. Construct Temporary Classrooms

3. Occupancy by April 2018



Phas ing

EEnabling Phase 1:  
Abatement

1. May 2018 – June 2018



Phas ing

DDemolition Phase 1:

1. June 2018 – July 2018



Phas ing

CConstruction Phase 1:

1. July 2018 – August 2019

2. Move in ready for occupancy 
August 2019



Phas ing

CConstruction Phase 1a & 1b

1. 1a: April 2019 – September 2019

Move from 1986 Wing Lower level 
Abate & Renovate shops at
Lower level of gymnasium

1. 1b: April 2019 – January 2020

Abate and Renovate Field house



Phas ing

EEnabling and Construction Phase 2a: 

1. June 2019 – May 2020

2. Move from 1929 Wing, 
Abate Wing & Renovate



Phas ing

CConstruction Phase 2: 

1. June 2019 – August 2019

2. Move from 1986 Wing, Abate and 
Demolish



Phas ing

CConstruction Phase 2: 

1. July 2019 – August 2020

2. Construct New Building



Phas ing

EEnabling Phase 3: 

1. June 2020 – July 2020

2. Abate A & B Wings



Phas ing

EEnabling & Construction Phase 3: 

1. July 2020 – May 2021

2. Demolish A & B Wings

3. Stabilize 1895 Building

4. Construct Field



To View Site Construction Activity, go to: 

www.somervillema.gov/
Activity, go to: 

v/highschool/



Site Planning



High School  Master  P lan Study



SHS P lan Pro ject  L imi ts



Centra l  Hi l l  Campus P lan Open Space Oppor tun i t ies

Opportunities for 
development on 
Campus

Opportunities for 
development 
overlapped with 
High School 
Project Limit



Civ ic  Core Academic Core

Campus Organ izat ion



Play  F ie ld

Centra l  Hi l l  Campus P lan Programming Oppor tun i t ies

Civ i c  P l aza

C
iv

ic
 P

la
za

L i b r a r y  Green



Discussion
For more information: 

www.somervillema.gov/v/highschool/
www.somervillema.gov/

v/highschool/
v/v/centralhillplan

Somerville High School Construction Camera:

https://app.oxblue.com/open/suffolk/
mera:

k/somervillehighschool

Parking Meeting June 20th



Transportation



S i te  Mul t i -moda l  Use



Union Square

S i te  Mul t i -Moda l  Use 
and Network 
Connect ions



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Dr iv ing



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Dr iv ing

Coming to the 
Central Hill Campus 
is easier if you’ve 
done it before!

It’s easy to get 
turned around on 
the street network if 
you’re driving!

Would wayfinding 
signage help?Highland Avenue

School Street W
alnut Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Walk ing



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Walk ing

Access points at 
signalized 
intersections on 
corners of campus

Calling pedestrian 
WALK signal 
requires pressing 
button

One mid-block 
crossing at Vinal
Street

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Walk ing

Access points at 
signalized 
intersections on 
corners of campus

Calling pedestrian 
WALK signal 
requires pressing 
button

One mid-block 
crossing at Vinal
Street

Highland Avenue

School Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Walk ing

Access points at 
signalized 
intersections on 
corners of campus

Calling pedestrian 
WALK signal 
requires pressing 
button

One mid-block 
crossing at Vinal
Street

No crossing 
opportunities

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t

Four MBTA 
routes 
serve the 
Central Hill 
Campus 
area:
- Route 80
- Route 85
- Route 88
- Route 90

Route 80 will 
be replaced 
by the Green 
Line Extension

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut   Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t

Four MBTA 
routes 
serve the 
Central Hill 
Campus 
area:
- Route 80
- Route 85
- Route 88
- Route 90

Route 80 will 
be replaced 
by the Green 
Line Extension

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut   Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t

MBTA stop near campus

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t

MBTA stop near campus

Consolidate 
or move stops 

to far-side 
locations?

Highland Avenue

School Street



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : Bus  Trans i t

Consolidate 
or move stops 

to far-side 
locations? Image: Transit Cooperative Research Program, TCRP Report 19

Table adapted from TCRP Report 19

Each location has pros and cons!

• Traffic flow through intersection

• Right turns by motorists

• Pedestrian crossing locations 
and destinations

• Sight lines at intersection

• Enough space for bus shelters?

What do we mean by a “far-side” bus stop? 



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : B icyc l ing



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : B icyc l ing

Project 
area



Mult i -moda l  Network Connect ions : B icyc l ing

No crossing 
opportunities

Connectivity 
gap?

Highland Avenue

School Street

W
alnut Street



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Images: NACTO Street Design Guide

Curb Extensions Narrow Travel Lanes

Speed Humps Speed Tables Speed Cushions

How may we be able to solve 
some of the connectivity and 
access issues to the Central 
Hill Campus?



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Curb 
Extensions

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Narrow 
Travel Lanes

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide

Speed 
Humps



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide

Speed 
Tables



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide

Speed 
Cushions



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: NACTO Street Design Guide

Speed 
Cushions



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: Toole Design Group

Rectangul
ar Rapid 
Flashing 
Beacons 
(RRFBs)

Rectangular 
Rapid Flashing 
Beacons 
(RRFB)

Signalization 
Options



Traf f i c  Ca lming and Sa fety  Treatments

Image: Toole Design Group

Rectangul
ar Rapid 
Flashing 
Beacons 
(RRFBs)

Pedestrian 
Hybrid 
Beacon (PHB)

Signalization 
Options



Tel l  us  what you th ink!
Central  Hi l l  Campus Plan 
Wikimap

Link to the Wikimap through the project 
website:
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/
central-hill-plan



Vis ion Zero Data  Dashboard

www.somervillema.gov/visionzero

A heat map of all 
reported crashes on 
Somerville-owned 
streets between 2013 
and 2017



Better  Bus  Pro ject  T imeLine

mbta.com/projects/better-bus-project



Discussion



Sustainability



LEED for  Schools  – S i l ver  



Trans i t ion to Stormwater Green roofs
Porous pavement
Infiltration systems

RWH
Planting selection



Trans i t ion to Stormwater Green roofs
Porous pavement
Infiltration systems

RWH
Planting selection



Water E f f i c iency

• Indoor
◦ Low flow fixtures

◦ Energy star appliances (dishwasher)

• Outdoor
◦ Native/adaptive species selection that are drought 

tolerant

◦ Efficient irrigation systems

◦ Rainwater harvesting system for irrigation



Energy E f f i c iency Measures

• Highly insulated enclosure

• Cool roof/PV ready

• LED lighting with advanced network 
controls

• Dedicated Outdoor Air Systems 
w/Green cooling

• High efficiency air cooled chiller

• High efficiency condensing boiler

• Condensing DHW heaters

• Energy Star kitchen equipment



Day l i gh t  and  
Energ y



PV Ready
R o o f



Exis t ing  and Est imated 
Proposed Emiss ions  
for  SHS



Adding PV to roof and 
purchase renewable 
energy to offset 
electric emissions

Exis t ing  and Est imated 
Proposed Emiss ions  
for  SHS



Carbon Neutra l  Campus



Campus P lan Cons iderat ions  - Susta inab i l i ty

Water and Stormwater Management

• Porous pavement

• Infiltration systems

• Rainwater Harvesting 

Building Enclosure and Systems

• Passive House

• Campus systems vs. Building Systems

• All electric systems vs. Natural gas – biogas

Renewable Energy Systems

• Solar photovoltaic

• Solar thermal

• Wind

• Ground Source Heat Pumps (Geothermal)

• Combined Heat and Power (CHP)



Discussion



Landscape Design



Centra l  Hi l l  Campus P lan Open Space Oppor tun i t ies



Viewshedswsheds



Campus Organ izat ion

Academic CoreCivic Core



Programming Oppor tun i t ies
C

iv
ic

 P
la

za

C i v i c  P l aza



Civ ic  P laza



Civ ic  P laza



Civ ic  P laza



Play  F ie ld , and?

Programming Oppor tun i t ies



F ie ld  Programming , Act iv i t ies  and Events



Monuments





Campus Organ izat ion

Civ ic  Core Academic Core



Programming Oppor tun i t ies

High School
Entr y  P laza

P
la

y
gr

o
u

n
d

s

L ibrar y  
Green



Programming Oppor tun i t ies

L i b r a r y  Green



L ibrar y  Green Programming Oppor tun i t ies



Programming Oppor tun i t ies

P
la

y
gr

o
u

n
d

s



Chi ld  Care P layground (2 -5yrs)



Centra l  Hi l l  P layground Insp irat ion (2 -5yrs  and 5 -12yrs)



Programming Oppor tun i t ies

High School
Entr y  P laza



S i te : P lazas



Gather ing  Spaces



Medford Street



Act ive  Spaces



Campus Gateways



S i te  Wayf ind ing  and 
Env ironmenta l  Graph ics



Streetscape Edge



L ight ing  Des ign – Pedestr ian



Tree Pa let te



Discussion



When I get there, where am I? 

What would unify the campus?



Does campus feel inviting? 
Why or why not? 

What would create a more 
inviting/welcoming campus? 



What’s missing on campus? 
(ex. Cafes, food, retail)



Monuments









Veteran’s Cemetery 

Central Hill Campus 



Veteran ’s  Cemeter y  Locat ion



Discussion

Next Veterans Commission Meeting –
June 20h at 5.30pm at Council on Aging



Open Discussion





Central  Hi l l  Comment Card:

How easy  was  i t  for  you to get  here?

Why do you come to Centra l  Hi l l  Campus?

Do you want  to be on the mai l ing  l i s t ?  

• Pay Bills?
• Other City Business?
• High School Visit?
• Playground?

• Events?
• Monuments?
• Library?
• Other?

y y g



Feedback 

To offer feedback or thoughts please contact: 

centralhill@somervillema.gov



Schedule  and Future Meet ings

• Campus Planning Study Kick Off April 02, 2018

• Community Meeting One May 31, 2018

• Community Meeting Two Sept 13, 2018

• Community Meeting Three Oct 18, 2018

• Campus Planning Study Complete Dec 28, 2018



Thank You


