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City of Somerville, Massachusetts

Matters of business of the Board of Aldermen

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

February 9, 2006, 7:00 PM

Aldermanic Chambers

******************


PRESENT for all or part of the meeting:  President Maryann M. Heuston, Vice President Robert C. Trane, Aldermen Bruce M. Desmond, Denise Provost, Dennis M. Sullivan, William A. White Jr., William M. Roche, Thomas F. Taylor, Walter F. Pero, Sean T. O’Donovan, Rebekah L. Gewirtz.

	
	
	
OPENING OF THE MEETING
	

	1. 
	
	Call of the Roll.
	180410

Placed on File

	2. 
	
	Reading and approval of the minutes of the Organizational Meeting of January 2, 2006, and the Regular Meeting of January 12, 2006.
	180411

Approved

	
	
	
PUBLIC HEARINGS
	

	3. 
	Grant of Loc.
	Grant of Location, Boston Edison, to install 37 ft. of conduit on Newton St.
	180412

Rules Suspended

Approved 

Ald. Roche recused

	4. 
	Grant of Loc.
	Grant of Location, Boston Edison, to install 65 ft. of conduit on Temple St.
	180413

Rules Suspended

Approved

Ald. Roche recused

	5. 
	Grant of Loc.
	Grant of Location, Verizon, to install 65 ft. of conduit on Temple St.
	180414

Rules Suspended

Approved

	6. 
	Grant of Loc.
	Grant of Location, RCN-Becocom, to install 65 ft. of conduit on Temple St.
	180415

Rules Suspended

Approved

	7. 
	Grant of Loc.
	Grant of Location, Comcast, to install 65 ft. of conduit on Temple St.
	180416

Rules Suspended

Approved

	
	
	
ORDERS, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS


AND MOTIONS OF MEMBERS
	

	8. 
	Citation
	By Ald. Heuston and the Entire Board, Commending Dr. David Osler for 20 years of dedicated service to the city, as Chairman of the Board of Health.
	180417

Approved

	9. 
	Citation
	By Ald. Roche, Sullivan and the Entire Board, Congratulating Fred Caruso on the happy occasion of his 75th birthday.
	180418

Approved

	10. 
	Proclamation
	By Alderman Pero, the Entire Board, and the Mayor, Pledging the city’s support for the National Guard and Reserve.
	180419

Approved

	11. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works inspect structural damage under the Gilman St. bridge, as passersby have reported chunks of cement falling.
	180420

Approved

	12. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Director of Health bait the sewers around McGregor Ave. and Walnut St.
	180421

Approved

	13. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works notify NStar to repair the light at 15 Wigglesworth St.
	180422

Approved

	14. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works replace the dead tree at 240 Pearl St.
	180423

Approved

	15. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works or the Director of SPCD direct the owner of the dumpster on New Washington St. near the Brazilian Steak House, to bring it into compliance, as it is consistently overloaded and is creating a public safety hazard.
	180424

Approved

	16. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works coordinate with MA Highway to remove the large pile of debris under Route 93, near the corner of Lombardi Way and Mystic Ave., as it is blocking the sight of vehicles.
	180425

Approved

	17. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Roche, That the Commissioner of Public Works notify MA Highway to replace the burned out bulbs under the walkway of Route 93 near the Super Stop & Shop.
	180426

Approved

	18. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Taylor, That the Director of SPCD work with the MBTA and the legislative delegation to evaluate the MBTA Transfer Station at Avon and School Sts. and make recommendations for its removal or renovation, and assess the danger it poses to the neighborhood, and inform the Ward Alderman of the findings.
	180427

Approved

	19. 
	Order 
	By Ald. O'Donovan, That neither the Director of SPCD nor the Commissioner of Public Works place any signs in the Brown schoolyard that restrict the playing of stickball, but consider instead extending the height of the fence as an alternative solution.
	180428

Approved

	20. 
	Order 
	By Ald. O'Donovan and Taylor, That the City Solicitor prepare language amending the time that trash receptacles may be placed on the sidewalk, from 7 PM to 4 PM the day before collection.
	180429

Public Health & Safety

	21. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Pero, That the Commissioner of Public Works repair the retaining wall of the Evergreen Ave. side of the Winter Hill Community Schoolyard.
	180430

Approved

	22. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Pero, That the Commissioner of Public Works replace the 3 sidewalk panels at 134 Ten Hills Rd.
	180431

Approved

	23. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Pero, That the Animal Control Officer report to this Board the number of off-leash citations issued in the last six months.
	180432

Approved

	24. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Heuston, That the Commissioner of Public Works contact NStar to repair the broken street lights on Buckingham St.
	180433

Approved

	25. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Heuston, That the Director of Traffic and Parking paint yellow lane markings on Springfield St. and a crosswalk from Dickinson St. to Springfield St. as soon as weather permits since cars don’t stay within their lanes and don’t stop for pedestrians.
	180434

Approved

	26. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Heuston, Desmond and Gerwirtz, That the Director of Health convene a task force to address the rodent problem in various parts of the city and present recommendations to this Board regarding changes to the trash ordinance and other proposals for addressing this problem.
	180435

Approved

Copy to Public Health & Safety

	27. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Heuston, That the Director of Traffic and Parking replace the Hanson St. sign at the corner of Village St.
	180436

Approved

	28. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Sullivan and Heuston, That the Director of SPCD contact the US Postal Service to request that a mail box be placed on Linden St. near the Linden St. Apartments.
	180437

Approved

	29. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Sullivan and Roche, That the Director of Traffic and Parking replace the fallen street sign at the corner of Florence and Washington Sts.
	180438

Approved

	30. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Gewirtz, That the Commissioner of Public Works notify NStar to repair the street light that is out in the Grove St. parking lot.
	180439

Approved

	31. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Gewirtz, That the Commissioner of Public Works make a concerted effort to clean municipal parking lots in Davis Sq.
	180440

Approved

	32. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Gewirtz, That the Director of SPCD notify the developer of 159 Morrison Ave. to keep the sidewalk safe for pedestrian access.
	180441

Approved

	33. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Trane, That the Commissioner of Public Works increase street sweeping whenever the weather allows.
	180442

Approved

	34. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Trane, That the Director of Health immediately begin work on a comprehensive plan to deal with a possible flu pandemic and appear before this Board to review the plan.
	180443

Approved

	35. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Trane, That the Director of Traffic and Parking increase enforcement on Victoria and Waterhouse Sts. for business permit holders parking beyond the time limit, and instruct traffic enforcement personnel regarding the limitations of these permits. (2nd Request)
	180444

Approved

	36. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Trane and Sullivan, That the Director of Traffic and Parking explore offering parking discounts for cleaner burning fuel-efficient cars, including electric, hybrid, and compressed natural gas cars and gas-powered cars that meet emissions and fuel economy standards.
	180445

Approved

	37. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Provost, That the Director of Somerville Cares About Prevention or his designee appear before the Committee on Youth Services to report on their efforts in youth development, prevention of opiate use, and underage drinking as well as the findings of the Middle School Youth Risk Behavior Survey.
	180446

Approved

Copy to Youth

	38. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Provost, That the Chief of Police offer training to all appropriate personnel in the "best practice" techniques for danger assessment and safety planning for the prevention of domestic violence.
	180447

Approved

	39. 
	Order 
	By Ald. Provost, That the Commissioner of Public Works, in conjunction with the Water Superintendent, investigate the Water Leak Detection Service available through the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.
	180448

Approved

	
	
	
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	

	40. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the dedication for recreational use, in perpetuity, of the parcels of land known as Allen St. Park.
	179452

Removed from Table Approved by roll call

	41. 
	Citation
	By the Entire Board and the Mayor, Commending Andy Haydu for his dedicated service and commitment to Teen Empowerment and the Somerville community.
	180333

Remains on Table

	
	
	
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR
	

	42. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting approval of an amendment to Article 7 of the Zoning Ordinance re: Table of Permitted Uses.
	180450

Land Use & 

Planning Board

	43. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the extension of a contract beyond 3 years with Symmes Maini & McKee Assoc. for architectural services at the Lincoln Park School, to July 13, 2007.
	180451

Rules Suspended

Approved

	44. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting an appropriation of $200,000 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the Damage to Persons & Properties Judgments/Settlements of Claims account.
	180452

Moved to Exec. Session, 1 vote taken, Approved

	45. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting an appropriation of $26,654 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the Finance Budget & Grants Mgmt. Salaries account, for the position of Budget Manager.
	180453

Finance

	46. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting an appropriation of $23,555 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the Fire Special Items Grant Match account, to match a Federal Fire Act Grant previously awarded.
	180454

Finance

	47. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting an appropriation of $11,540 from Unreserved Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the IT Salaries account, for the position of part time Data Analyst.
	180455

Finance

	48. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting acceptance of a $45,700 grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for the Active Living By Design program.
	180456

Finance

	49. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting acceptance of a $40,000 grant from the MA Cultural Council for the ArtsUnion initiative in Union Sq.
	180457

Finance

	50. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting acceptance of a $6,436.01 reimbursement from the Northeastern MA Law Enforcement Council to cover Police overtime costs during last Fall’s Red Sox-Yankees series.
	180458

Rules Suspended

Approved

	51. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting acceptance of a $1,500 grant from the State Dept. of Public Health for an international public health student last Summer.
	180459

Rules Suspended

Approved

	52. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of John Connolly to the position of Municipal Hearing Officer.
	180460

Rules Suspended

Approved

	53. 
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Elizabeth Moroney to the Planning Board.
	180461

Rules Suspended

Approved

	
	
	
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
	

	54. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Licenses and Permits, Feb. 1.
	180462

Approved

	54A.
	Used Car Lic
	Renewal of Used Car Dealer License Class II, Benny’s Auto Sales, 133 Bailey Rd., 6 autos.
	180315

Approved

	54B.
	Automatic Amusement
	Renewal of Automatic Amusement Device License, Khoury’s State Spa Inc., 118-120 Broadway, 3 devices.
	180318

Approved



	55. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committees on Housing & Community Development and Finance meeting jointly, Feb. 1.
	180463

Approved

	55A.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting approval of the city’s One-Year Action Plan for the HUD Community Development Block Grant, Home Investment, and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs, for a total 2006 budget of $4,192,290.
	180285

Placed on File

	55B.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting approval of the city’s updated One Year Action Plan for the HUD Community Development Block Grant, Home Investment, and Emergency Shelter Grant Programs, for a total 2006 budget of $4,253,462.
	180383

Approved

	56. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Public Utilities & Works, Feb. 1.

No papers.
	180464

Approved

	57. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Finance, Feb. 2.
	180465

Approved

	57A.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting that the attached city property in the Homans Building be declared surplus and made available for donation to a charitable organization.
	178960

Placed on File

	57B.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting approval of a lease with Nextel for the recycling/transfer station at 10 Poplar St.
	179752

Placed on File

	57C.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting that a matter of land near 74 Partridge Ave. be referred to the Finance Committee for review.
	180081

Placed on File

	58. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Rules, Feb. 2.
	180466

Approved

	58A.
	City Officer Comm.
	City Clerk proposing revisions to the Rules of the Board of Aldermen.
	178044

Approved as Amended per 2/9/06 Draft

	58B.
	Order
	That a new standing committee to be known as the “Committee on Elder Services” be added to the standing committees of the Board of Aldermen.
	179570

Approved

	59. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Confirmation of Appointments, Feb. 7.
	180467

Approved

	59A.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Nancy Bacci to the Women’s Commission.
	180388

Approved

	59B.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Katelyn Kierstead to the Women’s Commission.
	180389

Approved

	59C.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Rachel Szyman to the Women’s Commission.
	180390

Approved

	59D.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Maria Ricoy to the Women’s Commission.
	180391

Approved

	59E.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the appointment of Mandy Grigoraitis to the Women’s Commission.
	180392

Approved

	59F.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the re-appointment of Susan Fontana to the Zoning board of Appeals.
	180393

Approved

	59G.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the re-appointment of T.F. Scott Darling III to the Zoning Board of Appeals as an alternate member.
	180394

Approved

	60. 
	Committee Report
	Report of the Committee on Housing & Community Development, Feb. 8.
	180468

Approved as Amended: See Item

	60A.
	City Officer Comm.
	Condominium Review Board conveying its FY04 Annual Report.
	177085

Placed on File

	60B.
	City Officer Comm.
	Chief Planner responding to #176468 re: permits for residential developments.
	177086

Placed on File

	60C.
	City Officer Comm.
	Chief Assessor responding to information requested regarding condominium statistics.
	180004

Placed on File

	60D.
	Resolution
	By Ald. Pero, that this Board be provided with the Redevelopment Authority’s minutes, from this point forward, in electronic format.
	180469

Approved

	
	
	
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICERS
	

	61. 
	City Officer Comm.
	SPCD Director providing additional information on the HUD 2006 1-Year Action Plan.
	180470

Placed on File

	62. 
	City Officer Comm.
	SPCD Director responding to #180350 re: the Magoun Sq. Street Improvement Grant.
	180471

Placed on File

	63. 
	City Officer Comm.
	SPCD Director responding to various Board orders.
	180472

Placed on File

	64. 
	City Officer Comm.
	Chief Fire Engineer responding to #180267 re: 56-61 Clyde St., Max-Pak.
	180473

Placed on File

	65. 
	City Officer Comm.
	Police Chief responding to various Board orders.
	180474

Placed on File

	
	
	
NEW BUSINESS
	

	66. 
	Public Occ.
	Public Property Occupancy Permit, JSA Canning Drive, McGrath Hwy., 2/12 10AM-4PM (raindate 2/19).
	180475

Rules Suspended Approved

	67. 
	Public Occ.
	Public Property Occupancy Permit, Khoury’s Summer Steamer Road Race, Lower Broadway, 7/9 10AM.
	180476

Rules Suspended Approved

	68. 
	Public Occ.
	Public Property Occupancy Permit, Gobble Gobble Gobble Road Race, Davis Sq., 11/23 8AM.
	180477

Rules Suspended Approved

	69. 
	Used Car Lic
	Renewal of Used Car Dealer License Class II, Don Hector Auto Sales, 30 Joy St., 30 autos.
	180478

Licenses & Permits

	70. 
	Used Car Lic
	Renewal of Used Car Dealer License Class II, Somerville Auto Transport Service, 495 Columbia St., 12 autos.
	180479

Licenses & Permits

	71. 
	Sign/Awning
	New Sign/Awning over a Public Way, Subway, 71-72 Union Sq., sign and awning.
	180480

Rules Suspended

Approved

	72. 
	Taxi Med.
	Transfer of Taxicab Medallion, #15 from Love-Genois Inc. to Yung Cab Inc.
	180481

Rules Suspended

Approved

	73. 
	Taxi Driver
	New Taxi Driver License, Heniri Jean.
	180482

Rules Suspended

Approved

	74. 
	Taxi Driver
	New Taxi Driver License, William McCallister.
	180483

Rules Suspended

Approved

	75. 
	Taxi Driver
	New Taxi Driver License, Esdras Lubin.
	180484

Rules Suspended

Approved

	76. 
	Taxi Driver
	New Taxi Driver License, Benjamin Blum-Smith.
	180485

Rules Suspended

Approved

	77. 
	Taxi Driver
	New Taxi Driver License, John McCambridge.
	180486

Rules Suspended

Approved

	
	
	
ITEMS RECEIVED AFTER 2:00 PM
	

	78.
	Order
	By Ald. Roche, Heuston, Desmond and Provost, That the City Solicitor research the ownership of land around the Somerville Ave. skating rink.
	180487

Approved

	79.
	Order
	By Ald. White, That the Director of Personnel prepare a list of new hires and terminated employees, including salaries, as of July 1, 2005.
	180488

Approved

Copy to Finance

	80.
	City Officer Comm..
	SPCD Director responding to #180341 re: MBTA bus stop benches.
	180489

Placed on File

	81.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting the transfer of $20,000 from Free Cash to a Legal Services account.
	180490

Finance

	82.
	Mayor’s Request
	Requesting approval to expend a $115,100 grant from the MA Office of Environmental Affairs for construction of the Allen St. Gardens and Durrell Gardens.
	180206

Rules Suspended, Discharged from Finance, Approved


Submitted by John J. Long, City Clerk

NOTICE:  This is NOT the official version of the Board of Aldermen's minutes. While reasonable efforts have been made to assure the accuracy of the data provided, do not rely on this information without first checking with the City Clerk.











