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Minutes

June 22, 2006 Meeting – 12:00 Noon

First Floor Conference Room, City Hall Annex

Present:  Stacey Pires, Mary Lu Mendonca, Eleanor Rances, Eileen Feldman, Dana LeWinter

The meeting began at 12:15 PM.
1. Reading and Approval of May 25 Meeting Minutes:  After a short discussion, on a motion by Stacey, seconded by Mary Lu, the Commission:
VOTED (3-0):  to approve the May 25 Meeting Minutes.
2. Review of Call Log:  Mary Lu opened up the discussion to Eileen Feldman, from the Somerville Disabilities Commission, to discuss the call regarding Ciampa Manor’s accessibility issues.  Eileen reiterated the situation.  Ciampa manor’s front door is not accessible due to the fact that there is no keyless entry for the inner front door.  In addition, the rear door lock is loose, making entry extremely difficult.  She has sent a certified letter to Joe Macaluso, Director of SHA, with a deadline of the 22nd to make changes.  She has also contacted maintenance and received a work order two weeks ago, but according to residents, the problem is still not resolved.
Mary Lu suggested that there are two approaches to this problem.  1) The tenant could file a complaint with the Commission. 2) Reps from FHC and the Disability Commission could sit down with SHA to discuss.  If the Commission chooses the second option, they should attend the monthly tenant’s meeting first. 

There is also the question of whether a complaint can be filed on behalf of the tenant or if she would need to come forward herself. 

Follow-up actions to be taken:  1) Eileen will call maintenance today to check if rear door repair has been made.  If not, Mary Lu will call them on behalf of FHC to notify them of their obligations.

2) Dana will contact Anita Gonzales at the Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston to determine how a complaint should be filed in this case and by whom.  She will also ask Anita whether they have received any other complaints from Ciampa Manor residents or SHA residents in general.

3) Eileen will also contact the resident to explain her rights and her option to file a complaint.  Will give her Mary Lu’s contact information if she desires.

4) Eleanor will get the date of the next Ciampa Manor tenant’s association meeting for FHC to attend.

3. Unfinished Business:  Dana distributed the letter submitted as part of the Lead Grant Application.  The Fair Housing Commission should know by late September if they have been awarded the grant.  Mary Lu will revise the Human Rights Commission by-laws to reflect the Fair Housing Commission and will have Dana submit to the Law Department for approval, as well as the other Commissioners.  Stacey reported on the Landlord Education workshops.  In the past, they were run by CAAS, CASLS, and SCC at CAAS and basically followed the format of the landlord education packet.  They were very informal.  If the FHC gets the Lead Grant, this may be a potential use of funds.
4. New Business:  None.  
5. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM.  The next meeting of the FHC will be held July 27, 2006 at Noon at City Hall Annex First Floor Conference Room.

These minutes were approved at the July 27th Fair Housing Commission meeting.

