
OBTAINING A MARRIAGE LICENSE 
 
These instructions have three parts: The Application Process, Information about Marriage, and 
Steps to Follow If You Want to Change Your Name after Marriage. 
 
The Application Process 
 
We are accepting marriage applications from Somerville residents only, in a way that minimizes 
your face-to-face interaction with city employees. Assume that it will take at least two weeks 
before you will be issued a marriage license. It may take longer, depending on the volume of 
applications we are processing. We process them in the order we receive them. 
 
NOTE: if you plan to get married in the next 14 days, WE CANNOT ACCOMMODATE YOU. 
City Hall is closed and our staffing is limited due to social distancing protocols. Please be aware 
that you can apply anywhere else in Massachusetts as long as you're physically getting married 
in Massachusetts. You can also apply out-of-state, but that state’s rules will apply. Just 
remember that wherever you apply is the place that will maintain your marriage record and 
provide you with certified copies. 
 
If you decide to apply in Somerville, just follow these steps: 
 
1. Download the three Marriage Intention Forms from the City’s website and fill them out 

online OR print them and fill them out with a black pen as clearly and legibly as possible. If 
you’re not sure how to answer a question, leave it blank. If you don’t have a wedding date, 
place, or officiant, leave those fields blank. Do not sign anything. 

2. For each of you, make a copy of a valid government-issued photo ID. The copy must be 
legible. For a driver’s license, we just need the front. For a passport, we just need the page 
with your name and picture. 

3. Return the forms and the copies to us with an email address and phone number, in one of 
three ways: 
• scan and email them to cityclerk@somervillema.gov; 
• drop them in the black dropbox just outside the School Street entrance of City Hall; or 
• mail them to the Somerville City Clerk, 93 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA, 02143. 

4. Sometime in the next 10 days, someone from the City Clerk’s Office will schedule a time for 
you both to come to City Hall to sign everything and pay the $50 marriage license 
application fee. 

5. Come to City Hall at the designated time. You both must wear masks and have these items 
with you: 
• your own pen—black ink only; 
• the same photo IDs you copied; and 
• a $50.00 check or money order payable to the City of Somerville. We will not accept 

cash or credit/debit cards. 
6. We will meet you at the door. Show us the photo IDs and the check or money order. 
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7. In our presence, affirm under oath that all the statements are true and there are no legal 
impediments to your marriage. Then sign the forms and return them to us with the check or 
money order. 

8. We’ll then email you a draft marriage certificate. You’ll both carefully proofread it, and let 
us know if everything is exactly right. Correcting even a minor mistake after the fact will 
cost $50 and require submitting an affidavit. 

9. Once we’ve received your OK, we’ll wait 3 days (legally required), then mail the marriage 
license to you. 

 
Information about Marriage 
 
If you want to waive the three day waiting period, you must bring an approved Court Petition for 
a Marriage Without Delay showing a judge’s permission to waive the waiting period. The 
Middlesex County Probate Court is one court that issues these petitions, and is located at 208 
Cambridge Street, Cambridge, 617-768-5850. 
 
You can choose to change or keep your surname when you get married, but you can’t change 
your first or middle names. To change your surname, enter it on the Notice of Intention of 
Marriage. The change becomes effective Your automatically once you’re married, but it is your 
responsibility to update all of your records. See the section below on changing your name. 
 
Proof-read your license carefully with your partner before the ceremony happens, and make sure 
there are no errors. You will have to file an affidavit and pay a $50.00 fee to make any 
corrections once the marriage is solemnized. 
 
You must get married within 60 days of the day you originally apply or the license will expire. 
Also, you must physically get married in Massachusetts or your marriage will not be valid. 
 
If you have been divorced you do not have to bring any divorce papers when you apply, but your 
divorce must be final at the time of the application (The divorce is usually final 90 to 120 days 
after the Judgment of Divorce; consult an attorney if you aren’t sure.) 
 
Be aware that in Massachusetts you may not marry certain relatives, as follows:  no man shall 
marry his mother, grandmother, daughter, granddaughter, sister, stepmother, grandfather's wife, 
grandson's wife, wife's mother, wife's grandmother, wife's daughter, wife's granddaughter, 
brother's daughter, sister's daughter, father's sister or mother's sister, and no woman shall marry 
her father, grandfather, son, grandson, brother, stepfather, grandmother's husband, daughter's 
husband, granddaughter's husband, husband's grandfather, husband's son, husband's grandson, 
brother's son, sister's son, father's brother or mother's brother. 
 
A Priest, Minister, Rabbi, or other religious official, or a Justice of the Peace may perform the 
ceremony. A Justice of the Peace will not require witnesses to the ceremony. Some religions do 
require witnesses, so contact the person performing the ceremony to see if witnesses are 
necessary. 
 
Out of State clergy may perform the ceremony if an authorization has been obtained prior to the 
ceremony from the Secretary of State’s Office (https://www.sec.state.ma.us/pre/premar/ 
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marnon.htm). The marriage license will not be registered unless the original copy of the required 
authorization is returned to the City Clerk’s Office with the license. 
 
A friend or family member may perform the ceremony if an authorization has been obtained 
prior to the ceremony from the Secretary of State’s Office (https://www.mass.gov/one-day-
marriage-designation). The marriage license will not be registered unless the original copy of the 
required authorization is returned to the City Clerk’s Office with the license. 
 
The person who performs the ceremony must complete and sign the license in black ink only, 
and return it to the Somerville City Clerk’s Office. If the officiant has received a special 
designation from the Secretary of State’s Office, the original copy must be returned to the City 
Clerk’s Office with the license. The license must be returned or the marriage will not be 
registered. 
 
Steps to follow if you want to change your name after marriage 
 
NOTE: If you’re taking your honeymoon right away or soon after your wedding, you might want 

to wait until after you get back to get all of your IDs changed over. The names on all of 
your documents, including plane tickets, need to match. 

 
To change your name after marriage: 
• Obtain one or two certified copies of your marriage license. 
• Notify the Social Security Administration of your name change and apply for a new social 

security card. They’ll need to see a certified copy of your marriage license. 
• Apply at the Registry of Motor Vehicles to amend your MA driver’s license. Bring your 

current license and a certified copy of your marriage license. Update the Social Security 
Administration first, because the Registry will check your Social Security number when you 
apply for the new license. 

• File a Passport Name Change with the US State Department. 
• Update your voter registration with your new name at City Hall’s Elections Office to avoid 

any issues when you vote. 
• Contact your human resources department at your place of work, which may require a 

certified copy of your marriage license. 
• Update your insurance policies, bank, credit cards, etc. 
 
NOTE: If you don’t change your surname on the Notice of Intention of Marriage, you can still 

change it later by filing for a legal name change at a Probate and Family Court. 
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